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W © O D. 


HE Author of the following Sheets is 
far from ſuppoſing that the unaccount- 
able Facts they contain, could meet 
with Credit from the rational Part of 
8 A Mankind, if a late Motion in a high 


«lc S ba. MÞ) * . 
Wee Court of juſtice had not demanded 


the Affidavits of ſeveral Perſons of 
undoubted Credit to ſupport them; which the Rea- 
der will here find properly inſerted. 

If the following Narrative had been ſent forth in- 
to the World without thoſe Advantages to prove the 
Veracity of the Facts, I am certain it would not only 
be received as a Romance, but by the judicious Part 
of its Readers, deſpiſed for its Abſurdities; for even 
the many fictitious Stories that have lately been pub- 
liſhed (from the very fertile Brains of our preſent 


Set of Novel Writers) have all, at leaſt, this Merit, 
| B that 
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that their Ix DEN TS are within the Pale of Pro- 
babiliy. | 

But the Actions of the Hzroins of the following 
Scene, are above Romancr! and would even puzzle 
the Art of Sophiſtry to account for their Motives ! 

This Lady's Maiden Name was N—y, deſcended 
from a worthy Family of Diſtinction in England. 
She is of middle Stature; genteely form'd ; her Com- 
plexion fair; her Face oval; her Hair, the true En- 
gliſh Colour, pale brown; her Eyes blue, large, lan- 
guiſhing, and full of Love. 

At the Age of Twenty, being thus agreeable in 
her Perſon, with the charming Addition of Twelve 
Thouſand Pounds to her Portion, the Reader will 
readily ſuppoſe ſhe had many Admirers; but the 
ſucceſsful one was her late Huſband Joby .-, 
Eſq; a young Gentleman of a good Family at great 
H-y-w—d in Staffordſhire, and at that Time a Stu- 
dent at the Temple, to whom ſhe was privately 
married, without the Conſent of her Relations! 

Mr. /þ——y being the happy Jasown, and thus 
bleſt with the Golden Fleece, he prov'd a worthy, 
and an honeſt Huſband, by making a Yoluntary 
Settlement of Four Hundred Pounds a Year out of 
his Eſtate, at the Death of his Father. And after 
living ſix Years with his Lady, in a mutual State of 
Affection, he died of the Small Pox, about Two 
Years ago, and left two Sons, the one about Five, 
and the other Two Years old, both happily provided 
for. A Brother of this Lady's dying about the ſame 
Time, left her the Intereſt of Four Thouſand Pounds, 
which, at her Death, reverts to her youngeſt Son— 
add to this Ninety Pounds a Year, allow'd her for 
the Maintenance of her two Sons, and her Income 
may be computed at more than Six Hundred Pounds 
per Annum. | | 

Thus was ſhe happily ſituated in the Year 1752, 
in a fine Houſe, juſt built by her late Huſband, on | 

a Spot called /b—y Word, on the * of Sir 
| | — Om 
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, ——ys Park; with a REPUTATION un- 
tainted ; and viſited by moſt of the Perſons of Con- 
dition in that Neighbourhood. 

Sir T—— W/——y's Lady dying in the Begin- 
ning cf that Year in London, he retir'd in April to 
W-——y Hall, which is unfortunately fituated too 
cloſe to M- od. Soon after Sir /——m's two 
Sons coming there from School at {/hit/untide, and 
Mrs. //h—y's from Stafford, this enterprizing Lady 
ſent her Sons to V u Hall, to viſit the young 
Gentlemen. As theſe two Famihes had not the leaſt 
Intercourte for ſome Years, and were not even on 
viſiting Terms, this unexpected Advance ſurprized 
Sir -n; but it was not a little encreas'd by a 
Meſlage that ſoon followed to invite the two Maſter 
W- 's to return the Viſit, which was conſented 
to; and to ſhew the Widow's growing Regard, ſhe 
ſent a Servant in the Evening to defire Leave to de- 
tain them to Supper, which was granted ; and her 
eldeſt Son, and her Woman, in her Coach, at- 
tended them to //——y Hall at Night. 

About a Month after this Incident Sir Z-—m's 
Brother, Sir R——d }/——y, Baronet of [rciand 
(who had been at London with his Lady) came to 
his Houſe, for a few Ilays, in their Way to Che/- 
ter- An Hour after their Arrival, a Meſſage came 
to Lady / —9 from irs. V- to enquire of her 
Ladyſhip's Health after her Journey, and to let her 
know ſhe wou'd have the Pleaſure of paying her 
Reſpects to her the next Day. £4ccordingly at the 
viſiting Hour ſhe came; and behav'a hke an ac- 
compliſh'd, ſprightly Woman on tte Occaſion, When 
ſhe was gone, Lady /——y addrefled hericif to Sir 
n to know who this agreeable, unexpected 
Viſitor, was? To which he reply'd, Madam, ſhe 
is my near Neighbour— young Widow—and this 
is the firſt Time ſhe nas tavour'd this Houſe with a 
Viſit for fore Years paſt, Which, to be ſure, is on 


your Ladyſhip's Account.ls it ſo (ſays Lady 
B 2 WH 


has been ſettled thele ſcven Years paſt in an Emnloy- 


' 
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n ſmiling) come, come, Sir //——m, if I have 
any Penetration, this Viſit is on your own Account, 
not mine! : 

Soon after Sir R——d Y/—y's Departure, Mr. 


r, an old Acquaintance of Sir 's, who 


ment in Dublin, and who conſtantly correipuuded 
with him, was invited over by his Friend to ſpend 
the laſt Summer (as Sir //——m expreſſed it in his 
Letters, on account of his being a Widower) at 
W——y Hall. Agreeable to the Invitation, that 
Gentleman arrived there at the Beginning of the 
Month of July; and, in their retired Hours, upon 
an Enquiry after his Neighbours, Sir //—— en- 
tertained him with the above Paſlages of the young 
Widow, and her Health was generally drank in the 
uſual Round of Toalts. 

As Sunday Evening is the uſual Viſiting Time of 


the Gentry in all Counties in Eng land, it ſoon came 


to the Turn of aſſembling at the Widow J/'——y's; 
and Sir WW. m propos'd to his Friend, their going 
thither ; which was immediately agreed to; and ac- 
cordingly the Chariot was ordered ; when they came 
there, Sir //—m introduc'd his Friend Mr.“ 73 
and after the uſual Time was ſpent among a Set of 
formal Faces, made up for the Occaſion, the Vi- 
ſiting Ladies retir'd, Sir /-— m and his Friend, 
being thus left alone with the Widow, after the lively 
Chat of an Hour, they alſo roſe to take their Leave, 
when ſhe addreſs'd herſelf in the following Words, 
“Sir //——m, if you, and your Friend, will ſtay 
„ with me, and take a flight, cold Supper, I ſhall 


be glad of your Company: You know I am lonely, 


& and it will be Charity.” . 

As it 1s natural to conient very readily to any thing 
that is agreeal:le to us, the Lady's Requeſt was ſoon 
granted ; and the Hour of Departure arrives always 


inſenſibly, and too ſoon, to ſprightly Company. 
| A Day 
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A Day or two after this, Mr, /——-7r went to 
make a Viſit to his old Acquaintance the Reverend 
Mr. Cl—s, the Vicar of the Pariſh, who walk'd with 
him in his Way home to /——y Bridge. As they 
walk'd, Mr. , aſk'd him, it it was his Opinion 
that his Friend Sir //——m had any Thoughts of 
marrying again? Mr. Vr replied, I think he has, 
if he could meet with an agreeable Woman, ſuitable 
to him in Age and Fortune. There is a Lady (ſays 
Mr. C/—s) that I know, of a ſuitable Fortune, if you 
don't think her too young, that I am ſure he may 
have, and nam'd Mrs. -. Pray, reply'd Mr. 
,, what Reaſon have you to think ſo? I have 
Reaſon (ſays Mr. Cl—-—s) and, if you pleaſe, you 
may inform Sir //——m ſo from me—Very well, 
(replied Mr. Y——-7) I will but if there 1s no 
other Objection, Mr, Cl—s, the Lady is too young 
for him. 

At Mr. J 's return Home, he informed his 
Friend of this Converſation ; and Sir /——m then 
confeſſed, that ſeveral Perſons in that Neighbour- 
hood, had given him the ſame Hints, and ſeem'd as 
if they ſpoke from Certainties, This, of Courſe, 
introduced frequent Converſations on this Subject 
between themſelves—in which Sir J — always 
declar'd his Deſire to have an agreeable ſuitable 
Companion, to pals the Evening of Life with; as 
he is a domeſtic Man, and loves Family Oeconomy 
but that it never was his Intention to make an Ad- 
dreſs to a young Lady ;—and yet—if a young Lady 
of Fortune—of an UnqQuesTIONED Charafer, thus 
hangs out the Flag, and plainly diſcovers to all his 
Acquaintance that it is her Defire to be his Wife! 
Pray ſpeak, frail Mortals, is not the Temptation too 
great for Mortality ? 

Some few Days after this, Sir /——m and his 
Friend were invited to dine with the Widow M-, 
where they had the Pleaſure of finding Mrs E—-e, 
the Wife of #——es £—e, Eſq; one of the Maſters 

Ka: in 
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in Chancery : This Lady, at her Departure, inſiſted 
on the Widows fixing a Day to dine with her at 
S/, and a Day was fixed in the following 
Week; upon which Mrs. E—e invited Sir / 
and his Friend to be of the Party. When the Time 
was near, Mr. r obſerved how ſtrangely diſ- 
agreeable it was, that they. two were to ſet out to a 
Place twelve Miles off in a Chariot, and the Widow, 
in that Neighbourhood, to go to the ſame Houſe, alone, 
in a large Coach and that a Conjunction muſt ſurely 
be pleaſant to all Parties. Sir /-——m was of the 
ſame Mind; and went that Day to the Widow to 
propoſe his Horſes, and Coachman (as he knew that 
Road better than her's) to drive her Coach with all 
Three—but the ſubtil Widow was too artful to ad- 
mit of it her Objection was, You know Sir 
--, our Way is through Stafford Town, 
* and the People there ſeeing you in my Coach, 
«© will be apt to ſurmiſe ſtrange Things—theretore, 
we had better go in our ſeparate Carriages—lt 
ce muſt be fo.” And ſo it was. But at their 
return Home at Eleven o'Clock at Night, Sir V- 
and his Friend, had a ready Conveyance in her 
Coach, becauſe by the Time they reach'd Stafford, 
the Inhabitants were aſleep; and among the reſt a 
young Gentleman who will make no inconſiderable 
Figure in the latter End of this Hiſtory. | 
Subſequent Converſations and Remarks hetween 
Sir V mn and his Friend, led them at laſt, to 


conclude, that it would become a Reproach to Sir 


Il. not to put the neceſſary Queſtion to the 
expecting Widow | | | 
And yet, Ar. was conſtantly throwing in, 
at all Openings, the friguitful Diſproportion, and the 
vaſt Odds of TIWENTVY ETOHTH againſt Saxr v 
but then to alleviate this unanſwerable Objec- 
tion th ncurable Malady! the following Le- 
nitives, or rather Opiates, were introduced (iz. ) 
that ſhe was a Lady of angugſtionable Virtue ! that ſhe 
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was a Lady, though Young, of an uncommon Caſt of 
Mind ! That ſhe had entirely devoted herſelf to a 
RURAL Life! That ſhe deſpiſed Lox ox, with its 
Pomps and Lanities ! and, that with all theſe great 
Conſiderations, Vigorous, Hail, THREE-SCORE, 
might ſtand a good Chance in the Chaſe, with fleg- 
matic, prudent, TwenTyY-ErcHr ! 

The Affair being thus wi/ely ſtated, the wiſhed- 
for Queſtion was (the next Day) put to the Widow ; 
—to which ſhe conveyed her Conſent in the following 
agreeable Manner : & Indeed, Sir W m, I 
« think you may do better for yourſelf.” To which 
Anſwer the Reader may ly ſuppoſe the Reply of 
the raptured Lover, and ſave me the Trouble of re- 
lating it. | 

The next Evening, at the Hour of Eight, Sir 
. m repaired to his yielding Widow——At 
which Interview ſhe not only conſented to a sPEEDY 
Marriage, but inſiſted on its being performed in the 
utmoſt Secrrtsy! that their mutual Friend Mr. 
As, (who muſt marry them) his Wife, and Mr. 
J-, were all that ſhould be acquainted with it. 

At Sir . ms return home at Night to his 
Friend, he informed him of what the Lady had in- 
ſiſted on; ana his Remarks threw them both into 
the utmoſt Conſternation. Mr. /—--r was greatly 
alarmed and diſcontented at the Thoughts of a sup- 
DEN anda SECRET Marriage ; and therefore intreated 
his Friend, when he viſited the Lady next Day, to 
aſk her Leave to permit him to wait on her alone, at 
what Time ſhe pleaſed to appoint, to converſe with 
her on that important Subject. Sir Vm did fo; 
and the next Day a Card came from the Lady to Mr. 
r, to invite him at Seven o'Clock that Even- 
ing to the Interview. 

I muſt here, beg leave to be indulged in a Di- 
greſſion, which, perhaps, my Reader will not be 
ſorry for. 
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The Servant who brought this Card to Mr, V--- 
at V—9 Hall, was R 4 057, a Foot- 
man of the Widow's, that we ſhall have frequent 
Occaſion to make Mention of. After this Man had 
delivered his Card, and received his Anſwer, he 
went into the Servant's Hall, who were then at Din- 
ner, and there, among many other impudent, free 
Expreſſions, were the following“ That he under- 
ce ſtood their Mafter was going to be married to his 


Lady that if he did he ſhould not loſe 
& his Place, he ſhould be provided for his 
« Miſtreſs muſt take care of that ſhe dared 


& not do otherwiſe for he could bring her on 
& her Knees for her former Sins!“ Theſe ſtrange, 
ſcandalous Expreſſions againſt his Lady, a young 
Widow too! fo highly injurious to her Character, in- 
duced the Servants to agree that it was proper their 
Maſter's Friend, Mr, /-----r, ſhould be informed of 
what this Man had ſaid of his own Lady, and one 
ſo likely to be theirs ; for Sir V- m's conſtant 
Viſits (generally twice a Day alone) had ſpread, by 


this Time, almoſt over the whole County. 


At Seven that Evening Mr. Y-----r repaired to his 
Appointment with the Widow, whom he found alone 
to receive him; he addreſſed himſelf by expreſſing 
how ſenſible he was of the Honour the Lady and his 
Friend had done him, by making him the Confidant 
in the Affair he was come about—that he confeſſed 
himſelf greatly ſurprized at the Account brought him 
by Sir V. n, that ſhe was pleaſed to inſiſt on 
a ſpeeay and a ſecret Wedding—that as they were 
both Perſons of happy independant Fortunes—ſeem- 
ingly free from all Injun&tions—all Obligations 
that it was a kind of Diſgrace to Perſons ſo ſituated, 
to have fo great, ſo important an Alliance performed 
in SECRESY |— that he had been informed her firſt 
Marriage with her late Huſband was in SEcRET— 
that many Reaſons ſuch as her violent Love— 
her Vouth might be urged in Excuſe — 

ed - 
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Wedding; but what could be advanced for this ? 
Which appeared, and indeed ought to be the Match 
of REasoN, and not Pass10n. Permit me, there- 
« fore, Madam, (continued he) to beg you to alter 
« your Deſign of Sxcxrsv, and to let me have the 
« Happineſs of (ecing, or, at leaſt, of hearing, that 
« this Marriage was ſolemnized publickly in the Face 

« of the World.” | 
At this rational and cloſe Attack, the Lady ſeem 
ed not a little confuſed but after recovering her- 
ſelf, ſhe ſaid, ** I fee, Sir, you are in your own 
„Mind againſt this Aﬀair—and therefore I would 
have you adviſe your Friend to think of it no fur- 
* ther. On his Inquiry for her Reaſons to 
ſupport that Opinion ſhe anſwered, that to inſiſt 
on a public Marriage, was to have no Marriage; 
that to make it publick would call all her Relations 
about her, whom, ſhe knew would be violently againſt 
it, and particularly her Brother, who was a Man of 
a very warm Temper, and would be down with her 
in a very ſhort Time after it came to his Knowledge 
and raiſe all her Friends in the County about 
her to obſtruct the Match On this Mr. Y——r 
aſked her, how this hot Brother was likely to be- 
have, when he heard ſhe was married to Sir W—-m 
ſecretely ? To which ſhe replied, ſmiling, © My 
6d he can't undo it: Can he?” This laſt Re- 
mark, ſo agreeably conveyed, ſeemed to imply fo eager 
a Deſire on the Side of the Lady, to have the Mar- 
rage ſecure, that this Advocate told her he would 
give her no further Trouble on that Point, which 
was ſufficiently anſwered but that there was One 
ther, which he muſt beg leave to mention.—That 
„ was neceſſary ſhe ſhould ſign a Deed of Releaſe, to re- 
munce all Claim of Power on the W y Eflate, if 
(as it was natural and probable) ſhe ſhould ſurvrve Sir 
W=—m.—And the Reaſons he advanced to ſup- 
port this Motion were as follows: That ſhe was in 
the Poſſeſſion of Six Hundred Pounds a Year * 8 
ife, 
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Life, which, at her Death, would revert to the 
Wh——y Children—that Sir / m had four 
Children already, and was very likely to have a new 
Race from this intended Marriage, which muſt all 
be provided for out of the Eſtate—thar it 
was therefore to her Honour to ſign ſuch a neceſſary 
Deed, previous to the Marriage. To this ſhe 
replied, ©* Sir, you talk like a very good Friend of 
Sir //——*s—but if a Friend of mine was pre- 
« ſent, I don't doubt but you would hear ſome 
powerful Reaſons advanced on my Side. But, 
« Sir, to cut off all further Argument, ] aſſure you, 
<« it is not my Intention to do the leaſt Injury to the 
« I. -y Eſtate; and I will do every thing ne- 


& ceſlary to prove it.“ 
Here followed ſome fine Compliments, due to the 


Lady's diſtinguiſhed Underſtanding, and then Mr. 


Nr told her, he had nothing to add but the 
moſt pleaſing Circumſtance of all, which was, Tar 
FIXING THE Day or MARRIAOGCE, and the Manner 
how it could be beſt effected, agreeable to her own 
Plan ; that as he had received the Honour of being 
appointed by herſelf to give her away, the Wedding 
muſt be performed one Day in the next Week, as 
his Employment would ſoon after call him to Dublin 
that he recommended the Tuęſday following, 
the 25th Day of Auguſt, the firſt Day of the Litch- 
eld Races, as the moſt promiſing, ſince on that 
Day all their Neighbours of Condition, as well as 
the idling People, would go thither, —This Motion 
pleaſed the Lady extreamly.— Mr. , (added 
ſhe) muſt ſend all his Family to the Races that 
Morning; and I will ſend my Man Kzchard there, 
as he is the only Servant I have that is /ikely to make 
Diſcoveries. And, indeed ſhe confirmed her Fear 
of him by her extraordinary Behaviour; for though 
they ſat alone, in a large Parlour, and the Doors 
ſhut——ſhe not only deſired Mr. Y——-7 ſeveral 


Times to lower his Voice, but roſe very often (oftly 
bp to 
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to open the Door that led to the Back- ſtairs, to 
peep if any one was liſtening, and ſaid, ſhe knew 
the Curioſity of Servants. 

Preliminaries being thus adjuſted, they roſe and 
went into another Parlour to ſupper, where, as the 
famous N d D——y was in waiting, nothing 
could be ſpoke of but general Things; and, as it 
will hereafter be proved from the Aflidavits, no Per- 
ſon appeared more chearful, and more happy, on 
this Occaſion, than this Lady. 

At Twelve o'Clock Mr. Y-----r took his Leave; 
and having half a Mile to walk by Moon-light, by 
that Time he reached /—--y Hall, he found Sir 
. m in a Cox DI ION not very much like 
that of an 1MPATIENT Lover —— for he was FAST 
ASLEEP IN HIS BID! 

The next Morning Sir V. n was informed 
of all that had paſſed at the Interview ; and to pro- 
ceed directly in the Affair, Mr. Ci s was ſent 
for, and being ſolemnly enjoined to Secreſy, Sir 
V. m told him all that had paſſed—and that 
the Lady and he, and his Friend, would all meet 
that Evening, at his Houſe, at C-/-w--h, to play at 
Cards; and when alone, to ſettle the Affair: And 
that, in the mean Time, he ſhould engage Mrs. 
( to be a Friend to the Cauſe. 

The good-natured Mr. C, being a ſincere 
Well-wiſher to both Parties, very chearfully pro- 
miſed his beſt Aſſiſtance. In the Evening they all 
met there; and after Tea, Cards, and other Viſt- 
tors, were withdrawn,—juſt before Supper — the 
Parſon was aſked to produce the uſual Bond and Li- 
cence ; Sir M and his Friend were joined in 
the Bond, which was duly executed, and the Licence 
filled up, with the Privity, and in the Preſence of 
Mrs. Wh . 


There now remained nothing material to be done 
but the drawing up and ſigning the beforementioned 
Deed which Sir /. - and his Friend . 
| 7 the 
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the next Day—and Mr. Y-----x copied it fair on 
ſtamp Paper, with an Intent to carry it to the Lady 
the Day after, for the Honour of having her Name 
to it. | 

But that Day proving the Sunday before the ap- 
pointed Day of Marriage, ard the Widow having 
perſuaded Mr. C and his Wife to go home 
with her, in her Coach, from Church, to Dinner— 
and hearing it dropt from them, that Mr. Y——r 
intended to wait on her that Evening on Buſineis.— 
the Lady, very well gueſſing the Buſineſs, hurried 
off Mr. C to I Hall on a Meſſage of 
Importance. | 

He there found Sir V. 


mM and his Friend 


walking on the Green—ond ſaid it was Mrs. Wh—y's 


Deſire that Sir /——— would come to her that 
Evening, and not his Friend. Mr. Y-----r ſmiled, 
and, taking the Paper out of his Pocket, ſaid, © I 
„ underſtand the Meaning of this Meſſage.—The 
„% Widow thinks ſhe can deal better with you than 
„ with me.----Here, Sir, take the Paper; but I beg 
&« you wil promiſe me, before this Gentleman, that 
4 you will never marry her unleſs ſhe ſigns that 
„ Deed.” ——— Which Sir n ſolemnly pro- 
miſed—and in the Evening waited on her with it; 
who, after reading it over, very much difliked it— 
and {aid, ſhe would think of it, but did not care, by 
any means, to fign it. 

On Sir W 1's Return home, and informihg 
his Friend of her Behaviour, they gave up all 
Thoughts of a Wedding on the following Tue/day, as 
ſettled. And Sir V. n repeated his Promiſe, 
and made the moſt firm Reſolution, never to marry 
her, or any one, to the apparent Injury of his youn- 


ger Children, 


On the Monday and Tueſday, theſe Gentlemen 


were amuſed in their Morning and Evening Walks, 


by ſeeing the Widow going round all Sides of V 
Hall, in her Coach, alone; now to Rugeley—and 


3 ſoon 


as — nn 


— — P Guy A. feng ow. 
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ſoon after over the Bridge, twice or three times in 
the Day, to her moſt intimate Friends Mr. and Mrs. 
(ls, 

And here it may be proper to reſume the Affair 
of R 4 D y, ſince it was on this very 
Wedneſday Morning, the 26th oH AugGusrT, he was 
examined as to the ſcandaious Expreſhons urtered 
againſt his Lady, 

Sir AW. m's Houſe-keeper, Mrs. W——r, 
(a ſenſible, prudent Woman) was the Perſon ap- 
pointed by the Servants to inform Mr. Vr of 
what had happened, who, taking the i:rſt Opportu- 
nity of his being alone, iclated the whole Affair; 
and added, that the Coachman, the Gardener, and 
the Groom (all three very honeſt Men, who had 
lived many Years in Sir . m's Service) were 
the Perſons to prove it. Mr. Vr defired they 
might be ſent to him, and they all declared they 
would ſwear thoſe very Words were uttered in their 
Hearing, by K. d D----y, Mrs. }/h—--y's Foot- 
man. Mr, r took ſome Days to conſider of it; 
but finding the Wedding likely to happen, upon 
Conſideration, he did not think it proper that Sir 
W. m ſhould marry a Lady who had been fo 
much ſcandalized by her own Servant, before Men 
who were likely to owe her that Duty due to their 
Miſtreſs. He therefore acquainted Sir /————m 
and Mr, C]-----s with the Affair, and all of them 
thought it was paying the Lady but due Reſpect 
(whom they all believed to be innocent) to make 
Richard own himſelf a Scoundrel, or to lay him open 
to the Retentment of his Miſtreſs, for his Puniſh- 
ment. This being agreed to; that Morning Ri- 
bard was ſent for to W-----y Hall, in the Preſence 
of the three Gentlemen, and charged with what he 
had uttered, which he flatly denied. He was aſk- 
ed, if he inſiſted on thoſe Men declaring it to his 
face He did—and the Men were called in ſeparate- 
ly, and they declared the ſame; which — 

| 0 char 


formed, that as R 
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chard to this Alternative, to ſign a Paper to confeſs 
himſelf guilty of the Crime, and to aſk his Lady's 


Pardon for the ſame, or to make the Thing public, 


and, by that means, compel his Lady to proſecute 


him to juſtify her Character. He wiſely choſe the 
firſt; and ſubſcribed himſelf a Liar and a Raſcal. 


After which, Sir V. —m's Servants were called 
in, and the Paper read to them; and they were in- 
4 D-----y had owned his Crime 
under his Hand, if they hereafter mentioned it to 
the Diſcredit of the ſaid Lady, that the Crime would 


become their own. 
In the Evening of this WE DN ESD Ax, the ramors 


26TH or Aucusr |! a moſt extraordinary Affair hap- 


pened ! which the Reader will find in the Lady's 
notorious Affidavit moſt remarkably ſet forth! but, 
which, in TrxuTH, was as follows: | 

The Widow's great Fondneſs for her two very 
good Friends Mr. and Mrs. C|——:s, carried her 
that Morning alone, to make them a Viſit, and to 
complain of her ill Health—or rather her diſcon- 
tented Mind. — The good-natured Mrs. C!----ts be- 


| haved like herſelf on the Occaſion; and as eating and 


drinking are commonly adminiſtred, (which too often 
increaſe thoſe Diſorders they are given to remove) 
Chocolate was brought and Madeira Wine—and 2 
little of both was very proper for this Lady, after a 
long Walk between Breakfaſt and Dinner, and whoſe 
ill Health was affected and therefore ſhe wanted 
but little Perſuaſion to partake of both.—But yet 
(Fine-lady like) ſhe ſtill complained: And though her 


Bedchamber was the fitteſt Place for her Complaints, 


ſhe diſcovered no Inclination to go home—and, in 
ſhort, was eaſily prevailed on by Mrs. Cl-----ts, to 
ſend for her Cloaths, and dreſs there, and ſtay the 
Day with her. This was done, no doubt, with the 
Hopes Sir m would accidentally, or de- 


ſignedly, call in there. — --However, not willing 
to leave it to Chance, it was propoſed he ny 
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be ſent for; which was done; and about Six in the 
Evening he went there. The Lady received him 
with Complaints of her Health, and the Treatment 
her Servant, R----4 D----y, had received that Morn- 
ing at H/-----y Hall, Theſe Complainings (which 
were not a little vehement) threw the Lady into the 
moſt violent hyſteric Fit that ever was ſeen! This, 
no doubt, ſurpriſed all the Company ; and the com- 
mon Things in thoſe Caſes were provided. While 
ſhe continued in this Fit on the Couch, ſupported by 
Sir I m, her Head reclined on his Breaſt, ſhe 
frequently cried ont. Mi won't you ſend for Sir 
W m ?—Tetl , lode him dearly---{ won't 
mjure his Children hat \ R as undone me! - 
Ob ! where's Sir W m? 

This Fit went off, as iſual with a Shower of 
Tears.--- When the Lady was recovered, Sir V 
expreſſed his Deſire to compleat her Happinets with 
his own ; and added, © that the Delay was of her 
* own making----that ſhe new the Terms.“ 

Soon after this, Mr. C/-----z5's Son and Daughters 
came into the Room to Supper, and a young Gen- 
tleman (a Lieutenant of + Man of War) who had 
been ſome Time a Viſitor there----and fo this famous 
Scene ended, which the Reader will find gloriouſly 
improved in the following Pages. 

When Sir + m returned Home at Night, 
he acquainted his Friend with the ſurpriſing Adven- 
ture he had met with at Mr. C/ 5's Houſe, who 
exprefled no ſinall Diſlike to the Lady's myſterious 
Conduct—but gave it as his Opinion, that ſhe would 
certainly ſign the Deed, and marry him, 

Mr.“ r's Departure from //——y being fix- 
ed for the Saturday following. the 29th Day of Au- 
guſt; and finding, by the foregoing Paſſage at Mr. 
Cl—:F's, that the Lady was full of Reſentment 
againſt him, M ch ſuppoling it then to ariſe from 
his having acted a faithful Part to his Friend, as well 
as for her true intereſt and Honour; (all of whic': d 


i cn 
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been miſtaken by her) I tay, on that Suppoſition he 
wrote the Wil w the following Letter—which he 
gave to Si -s Butler to carry as directed, 
and delivered a Copy of the ſame, ſealed up, into 
the Hands of Sir -, (at the Time of taking 
his Leave) which he dci.--d might not be read till the 
Afternoon. Which Letter is as follows: 


To Mr Wua- v. 


W-——y Hall, 29th Aug. 1752. 


Mandan, 


T is with Concern I hear of your ill State of Health, 

ſince it deprroes me of the Honour of waiting 1 you 
to take my Leave, being to ſet forward for Ireland his 
Morring. | 
I had promiſed myſelf the Pleaſure of leaving you in 
an Alliance, that, in my firm Opinion, had a Proſped of 
Happineſs to tuo worthy independent Perſons. 

T muſt beg Leave to obſerve, Madam, that my Friend's 


| Condut in this Affair has been uniform and aſtectionate; 


and that the Objeftion you have made (which has pre- 
vented the Completion of his Wiſhes ) is the Subject of the 


greateſt Wonder and Surprize to me. 


I hea»tily wiſh I may never meet with a more difficult 
Taſk, than that of convincing any rational Friend of 
yours, that it is for your own Honour and Felicity to 
ſign that neceſſary Deed, which I propoſed, an 
Sir V mM preſented to you! 

It is obvious, that the Relations of the W—y Fa- 
mily cannot poſſibly viſit you on any other Terms; nor 
can you receive the Congratulations of common Friends and 
Viſitors on that Occaſion, with a good Grace, when they 
know you have it in your Power to injure the Children of 
this Family, in ſo ſevere and ſo unjuſt a Manner uu, 
who ought to be looked on as their Patroneſs, their Pro- 
teftreſs, will be dreaded and feared as a Perſon who 
demanded a Power to deitroy them! and my Friend 


muſt 


# 
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ouſt be deemed a very weak, or a very worthleſs Man, 
for depending on Promiſory Honour in a Marriage- 
Contract, of that ſerious and important Nature, di- 
rectly contrary to the Laws and Cuſtoms of the World 
in theſe common Caſes. | 

J. is highly fitting and neceſſary, that a Proviſion 
ſhould be ſecured on the W—--y Efiate, for the ex- 
pefied Iſſue from this Marriage; fince your Jointure 
muſt revert to the Wh—y Children And that a La- 
dy, at preſent, in an affluent Fortune, ſhould have an 
Appointment out of it, ſuitable to her Rank and ſupps- 
ſed Expence. 

How amiable muſt you appear in an Alliance, founded 
on mutual Affection] As you have both independent For- 
tunes, why ſhould that beſt Cement of your Happineſs be 
deſtroyed by any venal, ſordid Views, on either Siae 2 
and by an Act that muſt certainly bring Contempt on 
him, and Dilgrace on you ! 

Tam ſure, I can ſafely depend on that good Senſe I 
know you are bleſſed with, among many other valuable 
Qualities, to think ſeriouſly and properly on this Afar ; 
and then, I doubt not, but among the ſmiling Ceremonies 
of an envious World, on your happy Marriage, you will 
receive the ſincere, valuable, Congratulations of a few 
feleft Friends; in which Number be pleaſed to do me the 
Honour to admit, 


MabAu, 
Your Maſt Obedient 
Humble Servant, 
B. X. 


The Reader will eaſily perceive by this Letter, 
and by the whole Conduct of the Gentleman who 
wyote it, that he thought he left his Friend in ſome 
Danger; and therefore, as the parting — 

C eli- 


18 The Widow of the Wood. 


delivered his Sentiments in Writing, in the above 
plain, powerful Manner, which he left in the Hands 
of both the Parties. 

This Letter was carried forthwith, as directed; 


and the Afternoon of that SaTurRDAY, THE 29TH 


or AuGusT, 1752, Mrs. Wh -y wrote the fol- 
lowing Anſwer to Sir //=—m, (viz.) 


To Sir WM W 


v, Bart. 


Saturday, 4 o' Clock. 


SIR, 


Am obliged to go out this Afternoon, but ſhall return 
Home between Seven and Eight o'Clock. If you are 
not engaged at that Time, ſhall be extremely glad to ſee 
you. I was, this Morning, favoured with a Letter from 
Mr. V r; 1 am ſorry he ſhould judge ſo hardly of 
one, who, in ſpite of him, and all the World, will ever 


be a ſincere Well-wiſher to yourſelf and Family. 


am, oy IR, 
Your Moſt Obliged, 
Humble Servant, 
| 1 WAu— . 
Sir 1 paid that Viſit agreeable to the Ap- 


pointment, which was trifled away in ceremonious, 


obliging Speeches on both Sides; for, as the Widow 
imagined, that ſame cruel OpsTACLE, that Dee, 
to renounce all Claim of Dower, was a Stroke of Mr. 
's, to break off a Match, ſhe believed, (and, 
perhaps, was not out in her Suſpicion) he never hear- 
tily liked ; the Lady was therefore in Hopes, as Sir 


H — n had loſt his miſchievous Adviſer, that a 
: few 
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ew Days employed in bewitching Smiles —ſoft, ten- 
der Speeches with, now and then, a yielding, melt- 
ing Kiſs;—I ſay, the Widow had ſome Reaſon to 
hope, that theſe Allurements would ſoon inſpire her 
Lover to grant her better Terms. In this Scheme 
ſhe engaged her very ſincere flexible Friend, Mr. 
Cl—ts, who, for her late Huſband's Sake, (whoſe 
Memory he reſpected) would have got the beſt 
Terms in his Power, for his good Widow; and ac- 
cordingly took the firſt Opportunity to apply to Sir 
.- m on that Subject, before the Lady; and 
much better Terms were granted her, as will ſoon 
appear by the Marriage-Articles. For though Sir 
W——m remained firm to the Point he had pro- 
miſed, that the before-mentioned Deed ſhould poſi- 
tively be ſigned by her, previous to the Marriage, 
yet we ſhall find a Deed which the prevailed on Mr. 

( Is to draw in her Favour, (and of her own dic- 
tating) which was ſigned by Sir W/—--m, 

In ſuch like doubtful Affairs ten or twelve Days 
were employed, which brought on the 211t of Sep- 
tember, New Stile, and introduced a new Perſon in 
the Scene, which was Lieutenant R------d J/—----y, 
(eldeſt Son of Sir R-----d U -i, of Ireland, Baro- 
net) who came from his Regiment at Mancheſter to 
pay his Uncle a ſhort Viſit. The very Evening of 
his Arrival at J/—--y Hall, he was carried, and in- 
troduced to the Widow, at her conſtant Viſiting- 
houſe, the Parſon's; and was ſoon informed, not 
only by every one he met, but by the Eyes of the 
Parties, that a Wedding was near; and accordingly 
on SATURDAY, the FAMOUS 23D OF SEPTEMBER, 
when Sir //—---m and his Nephew were preparing 
to ſet out ſoon after Dinner to an appointed Viſit at 
IWh—-.---y-wo9d, they were ſurprized by the Appea- 
rance of Mr. Cl—ts, who came to tell them, that 
Mrs. //h—-y dined unexpectedly at his Houſe, and 
deſigned to continue there; and deſired Sir //---m's 


and his Nephew's Company—and had made ſome 


CY whim- 
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whimſical Signs that pointed towards Marriage that 
. Evening! The three Gentlemen haſtened to C-l--h, 
| and found the Widow and Mrs. Cl----ts in the Gar- 
den. The good Woman of the Manſion was pre- 
pared by her artful Viſitor, to give the Word for 
propagating Matrimony ; and, no doubt, the Re- 
membrance of her own happy Time animated her 
not a little, and made her remarkably notable on 
that good Occaſion !—Sir V m behaved on 
| this ſudden Attack like an old Soldier! and as ſoon 
| | as he was informed of the Lady's Deſire to be mar- 

| ried that Evening, he replied, like Rowe, though 
not quite ſo poetical — 


ll & Thon haſt ta'en me ſomewhat unawares, *tis true, 
| „But Love and War takes Turns like Day and 
it 


Night, 3 
— 4 And little Preparation ſerves my Turn, 
1 « Equal to both, and arm'd for either Field.“ 


* In ſhort he applied in plain Proſe to his Friend the 
Wl Parſon to conſent to marry them that Evening, and 
It gave his Honour to indemnify him from any Miſ- 
v1 chief that might attend him for marrying them out 
| of Canonical Hours—and Mr. Cl----fs affirms, 
1 that both of them promiſed him to be re-married 
ſome little Time after, publickly, at C--|--w—b 
| Church. 
| This Application the good-natured Parſon was 
| unable to withſtand, and accordingly he. made the 
neceſſary Apparatus—and Capt. y was appoint- 
# ed to give the Lady away to his Uncle—and the 
before-mentioned Articles of Marriage were all car- 
ried into the Church, into which the Parties entered 
at ſeparate Doors; and after both the Deeds were 
ſigned and witneſſed, by Mrs. CI ts and the Cap- 
tain; - the Ceremony was moſt profoundly perform- 
ed, according to the Rites of the Church of Eng- 


land. 
| The 


E 
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The Reader will find, in the following Affidavits 
the Lady was diſtinguiſhed for her audible Voice, 
and the diſtinct ſolemn Manner, with which ſhe per- 
formed her Part of the. Ceremony. One Circum- 
ſtance muſt not be forgot—The Bridegroom had no 
Ring fit for the Purpoſe, which the Lady obſerving, 
ſhe took her own Ring from her Finger, and gave 
it politely to Sir V. -n to replace at the proper 
Junctwe. 

After the Ceremony, they returned in the ſame 
ſecret Manner. They left the Parſonage-houle, 
where the Bride was faluted with her new Title of 
Lady W-----y. After Supper, (when the young Part 
of Mr. CI 's Family were withdrawn) the Lady 
began to renew her Fears of a Diicovery, and again 
injoined the Company to SECREsy ; but her Sulpi- 


cion was particularly levelled at poor Cl---ts,---and 


not content with his Word ſolemnly given, ſhe was 
ſo unmannerly as to inſiſt on his 9 his OaTH 
on the BiBLE: But, at the ſame Time be it obſerv- 
ed, as a Proof of the Influence this Lady had over 
him, and how much he was devoted to her Service! 
the good Lady's grateful Returns for it, the Reader 
will very ſoon be acquainted with. 

At the Hour of Departure, the Bride took 
the Bridegroom and Capt. Y/-----y in her Coach 
to the Bridge, where they were to part different 


Ways----and Sir Vm, it ſeems, obſerved it was 
very unaccuſtomary for a Bride and Bridegroom to 


ſeparate on the Wedding-night----But ſince it was 
her Vill, he muſt ſubmit, 

The next Day, the 24th-----it was generally re- 
ported all over the Village of C-/-w--b and HY------y, 
that Sir N. —m and the Widow /------y were mar- 
ried the Evening before at C-/-w--b Church.---Two 
or three of the poor Neighbours, who ſaw the above 
Parties about the Church-yard, had the Confidence 
to pcep into the Secret. On this general Report 
b e allo by R—---d4 D-----:y, and M---y 

C 3 | N- it, 
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N----tt, a very uſeful Waiting-maid to the Lady) 
ſeveral Perfons were ſent by the Bride directly to ex- 
amine poor Mr, CI. ts on the Truth of that Report, 
and to puſh him to a Declaration; becauſe ſhe 
knew ſhe had rETTERED him to Secrecy----and that 
his Denzals and Evaſions to ſo many Witneſſes, would 
all ſerve the PLAN concerted, if ſhe ſhould find it ne- 
ceſſary to put it in Execution, 

What a Machiavel in Petticoats! to be married 
in private. a few Perſons preſent----to ſwear them 
to Secrecy----to propagate the Report----to ſend Perſons 
of ſome Note to the Parties to inquire into the Truth 
of it that they might make Oath, when called 
on, that Sir H. , and Mr. C/----is both DENIED a 
Marriage on the 23d of September! Why, this is a 
Maſter-ſtroke in Policy! and we ſhall ſoon find the 
great Uſe that was made of it. at | 

Nothing material happened till the 27th, (the In- 
terval being employed in mutual Viſitings and En- 
dearments) when the Lady told Sir V m, the 
would beg of him to go ſome where on a Viſit from 
Home for a few Days, to remove the Suſpicion of 
their Marriage ; which he conſented to: And at tak- 
ing his Leave that Night, the Lady burſt into Tears; 
and, leaning her Head on his Neck, continued cry- 
ing for ſome Time.-----At which Sir V/. mM 
(imaginirig her Concern aroſe from the Thoughts of 
his going from home, as deſired) told her, I have 
no Buſineſs from Home.-----To which the Lady re- 
plied, You muſt go----'ll make myſelf as eaſy as 
I can. | mY 5 

The next Day Sir W. 


m ſet out, and was 


abſent four Days----His Return was ſooner than the 
Lady expected; for on his ſending a Card to give 
her notice of it, and of his Intention to wait on her, 
ſhe diſpatched truſty Richard to fetch Mr. Cs in- 
ſtantly.— When he came, ſhe had the Modeſty to 
deſire him to wait on Sir nn directly, * let 

. : FS 4 : Im 
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him know ſhe never intended to live with him. 
The Reader may eaſily imagine the Aſtoniſhment 
of the honeſt Parſon at this ſtrange Requeſt.----He 
replied, You amaze me, Madam ! I hope you have 
done nothing to repent of----I would not deliver ſuch 
a Meſſage for the World! Send for him, and tell 
him fo yourſelf.----In this Manner he left her—Soon 
after Sir / — came, and meeting Mrs. N—:, 
her Waiting-maid, he inquired after her Lady's 
Health.----T'o which ſhe replied, Sir, my Miftre/s is 
comical | What do you mean (ſays Sir W—--1m) by 
ſaying ſo.—Really, Sir, (replied Nit again) I don't 
well know----but my Lady is very comical ! - She 
% lay a Bed late To-day, having no Reſt in the 
Night; when ſhe got up, I drefled her, and ſhe 
4 was no ſooner dreſſed, than ſhe would lie on the 
«© Bed again—and there ſhe is.“ Well, ſays Sir 
W—--m, I will go up, and ſee if ſhe is awake. 
Up he went, and found her awake, but complaining 
of ill Health----and what was worſe, ſhe ſeemed to 
be in an ill Humour—However, ſhe never menti- 
oned to him what ſhe had juſt before ſaid to Cl--rs 
Hut with ſome ſeeming Confuſion ſaid, ſhe would 
never go to J/—y-hall while Mrs. /—-r (the Houſe- 
keeper) was there, and one of the Chamber-maids, 
ſhe being informed he had too great an Intimacy 
with the latter. Sir J/—---m was alarmed at this 
unexpected, ſcandalous Accuſation ! and expoſtulat- 
ed with ſome Warmth againſt ſuch Stories, raiſed 
by invidious Perſons, to create an Uneaſineſs between 
them. 

His proper Behaviour on this Occaſion ſeemed to 
ſoften the Lady's Reſentment---who very ſoon began 
to ſmile, and diſcover an Inclination to a better Sub- 
ject—-And Sir J/—---2 as ſoon began to conſider 
who he was] and where he was Permit me, modeſt 
Reader, to draw the Curtain here, and let your own 


Imagination paint the Sequel. 
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This brings to my Mind an applicable Stanza, 
tranſlated from an Ode of Horace, by a noble Lord; 
| who, I preſume, was in the ſame happy Circum- 
| ſtances, and where yielding was neceſſary. 


« Bring wich thee, Goddeſs, Graces three, 
% With all the Nymphs, both frank and free, 
& Ofevery Feature laviſh : 
| Melting and yielding let her be; 
| « Conſider, I am Sixty-three, 
And that's no Age to raviſh.” 


| The Lady, after this pleaſant Incident, (which is 
11 generally productive of Peace and good Humour) 
. appeared to have altered her Mind; and the follow- 
ing Days were agrecably employed in laying out 
Schemes for her going to /-----y-hall, as Miſ- 
treſs of the Manſion : And on the 12th Day of that 
Month (October) Sir //—--m went (as uſual) to pay 
her his Morning-viſit, and it was then agreed be- 
tween them, that he ſhould ſet out in a Day or two 
for London, to buy Cloaths and Liveries fit for the 
public Declaration of their Marriage; and, during 
his Abſence, ſhe would take the Opportunity of re- 
conciling the Affair (as ſhe hoped) to her Brother 
and Aunts. 
| With this pleaſing Reſolution, he took his Leave 
| of the Lady till his accuſtomed Time of returning 
| in the Evening.----Juſt as the Hour was near, Sir 
| W—--m received a Meſſage from one Mr. H--k--n, 
an Attorney, that if he was alone, and diſengaged, 
he would wait on him, on Buſineſs. The Meſſage 
was brought him by a Servant from Mr. D ns, 
the inn-kceper at Y/—y Bridge, where this H--&--1 
waited And tie Anſwer returned was, that he was 
. uſt ſetting out to walk by the Houſes, and he would 
[| call on 1/--4--n.—Sir N. ſoon followed the Meſ- 
t ſenger, and going into the Parlour where H--k---# 
was waiting, he told Sir —. 1 he was afraid he | 


ſhould 


FF 


cd i) is 2 ot 


The Widow of the — 25 


ſhould prove an unwelcome Meſſenger, for his Bu- 
ſineſs was to inform him, that at Four o' Clock that 
Afternoon he had carried the Lady, called the Wi- 
dow I}----y, but whoſe real Name was R----1s, to her 
Huſband 7— R----2s, Eiq; of St--f--d.—And the La- 
dy had deſired him to wait on Sir /—m to inform 
him of it, to prevent his having any further Trouble 
about her. 

I muſt beg my Reader again to obſerve this was 
on the 12th Day of October] and that Sir Vm had 
ſettled his intended Journey for Cloaths, with her, 
that Morning! That this ſame H- is Agent for 
Mr. R-----#s, Member of P------ —t for the Town of 
St--f--d, which is five ſhort Miles from V Bridge. 

After Sir /—-m had expreſſed his Surprize at this 
Relation, HA -A added, that they had been married 
ſome Time; and had lain together at her, the late 
Mrs. /h-----y's Houſe, and at R-----1s's Houſe at 
S:--f--d, from whence he was ſent that Afternoon to 
bring his Wife home.—H--k---» alſo added----The 
Lady has been very ill lately, but her Illneſs was all 
feigned ; and that he had been told, and once really 
believed, that the ſaid Mrs, h. —-y was Lady Tu. 

When Sir /—m had collected himſelf, and was 
able to ſpeak properly, he ſaid he had not the leaſt 
Intimation or Belief, that Mr. R------#s courted the 
Widow, much leſs that ſhe was his Wife—and in- 
ſiſted to know directly when, and where, and by 
whom they were married----and deſired to know if 
he could ſee the Lady. H--k-- told him, he was 
going back to them to S Hf d, and would return 
with Mr. R----2s£s Anſwer in the Morning. The 
next Morning Hrn came to Vg. hall from Mr, 
R----15's, to inform Sir V—m, that he was married 
to the late Widow H/þ----y on the 16th of June laſt, 
nj Fg Church, near $!--f---d, by the Rev. Mr. 

. 

Sir }/----m receiving this full and diſtinct Account, 
ſent to him by Mr. R-----zs, told Z--k--n, that it 

was 
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was now neceſſary to decline his Requeſt to ſee the 
Lady; and only deſired him to make his Compli- 
ments to Mr. Rus and the Lady. 

Sir Y----m's firſt Step was a ſtrict Inquiry after the 
Matter of Fact. Accordingly a proper Meſſenger was 
foon diſpatched to the Rev. Mr. C-----e at C----tle 
Church, to ſearch the Regiſter, and to have the Li- 
cence and Bond carefully examined ; from all which 
it appeared the above Parties were married on the 
16th Day of June, 1752. And a Copy of the ſaid 
| Regiſter was granted, and ſigned by the Rev. Mr. 

C----e ! 

The Sight of that Paper gave Sir V. no 
ſmall Conſolation ; becauſe by that prior Marriage, 
he had ſome Reaſon to think himſelf a free Man 
again! And yet there was ſome of Sir //------m's 
Friends of Condition in $z--f---d, that were firmly of 
Opinion, that Mr, R----us was not married to the 
Widow till the 12th of Otober, when ſhe was brought 
to him by H-. -u. This Rumour prevailing, oblig- 
ed Sir V. m to apply to his Friend the Biſhop, 
to conſult his Lordſhip what Steps were neceſſary to 
be taken to compel the Parties to e- their Mar- 
riage. The Biſhop ſent for the Rev. Mr C-----2, 
who declared, he did marry J----- R------ns, VI, to 
the Widow Wh-----y, on the 16th of June laſt; that 
the only Perſons preſent were their two Servants; 
and that the Lady's Man R----4 D----y gave her 
away. His Lordſhip was pleaſed to order the Rev. 
Mr. C------e to return the Bond and Licence to the 
Court in Litchfield; and obſerved to him, that his 
Safety depended on his good Behaviour in that At- 
fair. And thus, this happy prior Marriage was ſeem- 
ingly confirmed, to the Joy of Sir V. m, at leaſt; 
who had nothing now to do but to proſecute the 
Lady for a double Marriage; not ſo much out of a 
Spirit of Revenge, as to clear himſelf legally of ſo 
dangerous a Woman! DEE ES 


During 
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During the Reſidence of the happy Couple at 
$:.-f---4, the firſt Sunday they appeared at Church, 
it fortunately happened that the Second Leſſon for 
the Day was the Fourth Chapter of St. John, and 
read by their own Reverend Mr. C----e ! the 16th, 
17th, 18th, and 19th Verſes were moſt joyouſly ap- 
plicable, VIZ. | | 


| Jesus ſaid unto her, Go, call thy Huſband and 
come hither. 


The Woman anſwered and ſaid, I have no Huſband. 


Jesus ſaid unto her, Thou haſt well ſaid, I have no 
Huſband : For thou haſt had five Huſbands, and he whom 
thou now haſt is NoT Thy HusBAND; in that ſaidſt thou 
truly. 

And the Woman ſaid unto him, Sir, I percerve thou 
art a Prophet. | 


The greateſt Part of the Congregation (who were 
well acquainted with the Adventures of this enter- 
prizing Lady) were in a full Stare and a high Titter, 
at the new-married Couple, and the Lady was very 
near fainting away at the Accident. * 
Mr. R-----ns and his Lady made no long Stay at 
his Houſe at 8 .F. · d; and lived there in the utmoſt 
Privacy. They ſaw none but very particular Friends; 
and Mr. H--k---n, the Attorney, was their firſt Mini- 
er! After ſome Time thus ſpent in ſtudying Ma- 
chiavel, and forming Plans, they all ſet out for Lon- 
don, with as much Privacy as poſlible ; from whence 
we ſhall ſoon hear of them in Thunder! 

Sir Y/------ws uſual Time of going to the ſame 
Place was more than advanced; but beſides the un- 
expected Buſineſs the foregoing Incidents had in- 
volved him in, he was attacked with a flight Fit of 
the Gout, which was alone ſufficient to confine him 
in the Country.----Thus he remained too inactive for 
his Condition; and indulging in too much Security; 
till he was alarmed by the Arrival of a ſpecial Meſ- 
ſenger from London, who brought him Letters of => 
1 3 i A : = . 1 ol- 
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following Account, viz. That on Monday laſt the 
5th Day of February, two learned Council moved a 
certain High Court of Juſtice for an Information to 
be granted againſt Sir n W——y, Baronet, 
John Cl---ts, Clerk, and Ann his Wife, and Lieute- 
nant R----d W----y, for certain TREsPassts! Cox. 
TEMPTS! ConsPiRacits! and MispRMEANORSG! 
which are contained in the following Affidavits. 

I will not detain my Reader from the following 
curious Entertainment, by adhering to the Terms 
of Law, but open the Charge with, 


The Affdavit of Ann Wife of A. R. vs, Fg 
late Wife of Joan Wu----y, £/q; 


SETS FORTH, 


Tram Sir W-----m .=, Bart. John Cl--»-te, 
Clerk, and Ann his Wife, and one Mr. R----d He, 
a Relation of the ſaid Sir /——'s, called Capt. 
W-——y, did, as Deponent believes, enter into a 
Conſpiracy to force Deponent againſt her Will and 
Conſent, to marry ſaid Sir m (Deponent being 
then the Wife of the ſaid F---u R——35) although 
ſuch Marriage was not publickly known : And did 
likewiſe after conſpire to charge Deponent with be- 
ing actually married to ſaid Sir V/. n; which 
Conſpiracy was begun, and carried on as before- men- 
tioned, (viz.) 

In the Month of June, Juh and Auguſt laſt, ſaid 
Sir W. n came ſeveral Times to viſit Depo- 
nent, in the ſame Manner as the reſt of her Neigh- 
bours did; and from the firſt of Sir V. m's 
viſiting Deponent, as aforeſaid, ſaid (ts and Wife 
allo viſited Deponent, and took all Opportunities of 


telling Deponent what a great Regard Sir /———m 
had for her—but Deponent at that Time took no 
Notice of what they ſaid, not in the leaſt believing 
It, there being a great Diſparity in Years between 


That 


her and Sir V. 


me 


's 
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That one Afternoon in Fuly laſt, Sir V. 


m told 
Deponent he had ſomething to ſay to her, on which 
his entire Happineſs depended, and proceeded to 
tell Deponent he was come to offer himſelf to her— 
that his Love for her was fo great, that he ſhould be 
the moſt wretched Man upon Earth, if ſhe refuſed 
him : That Intereſt was not his Motive ; for he came 
to offer Deponent her Jointure independant of him, 
and what Addition to her preſent Income ſhe thought 
proper after his Death, for that his Eſtate was un- 
ſettled. To which Deponent anſwered, She was 
obliged to him for the good Opinion he had of her 
—and for his generous Offers ; but defired he would 
ſpeak no more on that Subject, for that ſhe ſhould 
never entertain any Thoughts of him. And after a 
great deal of Converſation of this Sort, he told De- 
ponent he hoped ſhe would alter her Mind. To 
which Deponent anſwered, She never ſhould whilſt 
ſhe lived. Whereupon ſaid Sir V. m went 
away. ] 

But a few Days after ſaid Sir came again, 
and repeated his Regard for Deponent ; and declared 
he could not live without her. Deponent again aſ- 
ſured him, it was to no Purpoſe to renew the Sub- 
ject that ſhe was very ſorry ſhe had occaſioned him 
any Uneaſineſs, but muſt beg to be excuſed from 
ever talking to him more upon it, for it would be to 
no Manner of Purpoſe. To which he replied, if 
that was her Reſolution, he would deſiſt; and that 
he would never mention this Subject more to her— 


e this would not break any Friendſhip be- 


tween / them. To which Deponent anſwered, that, 
as Friend, ſhe ſhould be glad to ſee him, the ſame 
as the reſt of her Neighbours, but on no other 

Footing : - | 
Thar although Sir m ſeveral Times vi- 
ted Deponent, between the Time of ſaid laſt Denial 
and the 26th of Auguſt then next following, yet he 
| never 
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never mentioned any thing more in way of Court- 
| ſhip to Deponent : 

That ſaid C!—--zs and Wife were frequently in 
Company with Deponent after Sir m offered 
himſelf as aforeſaid, and took frequent Opportuni- 
ties of telling Deponent how dearly Sir V. m 
loved her—and a great deal more ſuch-like Talk—of 
which Deponent did not think it worth her while to 
take any Notice, not at that Time ſuſpecting any 
Confederacy between them—And the ſaid Sir V 
continued to viſit Deponent as a Neighbour until the 
26th of Auguft laſt in the Morning. 

That on that Day Deponent was informed, that 
Sir V. m had ſent for Deponent's Servant, 
R——d D——y, who was gone to Sir W. 2 
and when D——y came back, Deponent inquired of 
him what Sir . m wanted with him; and De- 
ponent obſerved, he looked in great Confuſion; and 
that the only Anſwer he made Deponent was, That 
Sir W. m's Servants had repreſented to their 
Maſter that he (R——d D—--y) had ſpoke diſtreſ- 
pectfully of Deponent. At the fame Time proteſt- 
ing his Innocence, and told Deponent the Rev. Mr. 


Ci—:s could inform her more fully about the Affair, 


he being at Sir V. ms that Day, and knowing 
all that paſſed. Whereupon Deponent went to ſaid 
ts, the ſame Day, to know what had been ſaid 
of her in Sir V. ms Family----- When ſaid 
ts informed Deponent, it was a damn'd odd, in- 
famous Affair; and that, as far as he could under- 
ſtand, it was ſome Time when Sir V ms Ser- 
vants and Deponent's Man had been together. The) 
were talking of their Maſter and Miſtreſs, and that 
Sir V. m Servants had told their Maſter, that 
Deponent's Man had ſpoken of him with great Diſ— 
reſpect, and very ſlightingly of Deponent ; and ad- 
ded, It was inſinuated in Sir //——#7s Family, as 


if Deponent and her Servant had been too familiar { 
| a An 


Ec 
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And that Deponent's ſaid Servant had ſpoken or 
given Intimation thereof to Sir /——m's Servants: 
For which Reaſon ſaid Sir / had ſent for them 
all, and made them ſwear, and examined them— 
And further added, Sir did this in order to 
clear Deponent's Character; and though it was 
wrong to make ſuch a Buſtle about the Nonſenſe of 
Servants, yet he was very certain Sir loved 
Deponent dearly, and upon his Soul he had told him 
ſo often. To which Deponent anſwered, She did not 
know by what Authority Sir /——m took upon him 
either to aſperſe her Character, or to clear it : That ſhe 
ſhould think herſelf in a very bad Way, when ſhe 
ſtood in need of his Aſſiſtance to vindicate her Cha- 
racter: That the Liberty he had taken with her, was 
ſo far from objiging her, that ſhe ſhould reſent it 
extremely. And further anſwered, that Sir W—m's 
pretending to clear her Character, (which ſhe thank- 
ed God was never called in Queſtion except by him- 
ſelf and Family) appeared to her as if he wanted to 
raiſe ſome Reflections againſt her; and that as De- 


ponent's ſaid Servant had lived with her ſeveral 


Years, and had always behaved himſelf extreamly 
well, ſhe did not believe he would be guilty of any 
Reflections againſt her. To which ſaid Cs anſwer. 
ed, that upon his Soul Sir /——m did not believe 
the leaſt ill of her; and though there was no Rea- 
lon for the leaſt Scandal, yet it would certainly make 
a Rumour in the Pariſh—and that he would adviſe 
Deponent to marry Sir #/—m, and that would ſtop 
all Reflections that could poſſibly ariſe from this Non- 
ſenſe: And added, upon his Soul, Sir W n loved 
Deponent to that Diſtraction, that he could not 
live without her. Deponent then faid, I hope you 
don't think ſo meanly of me, as to imagine I would 
marry Sir V- the ſooner, becauſe either himſelf, 
or ſome of his Family, have falſely aſperſed my Cha- 
racter On the contrary, I would not have him, if 


the 
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the whole World depended upon it (Deponent then 
being married to ſaid F-----» R------ns as afore- 
ſaid, though her ſaid Marriage was then kept ſecret 
for particular Reaſons)----And Deponent and ſaid 
Cl----ts had a great deal more Converſation to the 
ſame Purpoſe : 

That faid -A Cl is and his Wife greatly 
preſſed Deponent to ſtay and dine with them that 
Day---- And Mrs. Cl----ts told Deponent, that if ſhe 
would ſtay and dine there, ſhe would fend for De- 
ponent's Cloaths, that ſhe might dreſs herſelf at ſaid 
Mr. C/--is's,---this Deponent being then in a Morn- 
ing Dreſs.----This Deponent, not in the leaſt ſuſpect- 
ing the Deſign the Re C---ts and his Wife, and 
Sir //---- m had againſt her, accepted of ſuch Offer, 
and dined there----that ſoon after Dinner Deponent 
went up Stairs to dreſs herſelf, her Cloaths being 
come----and whilſt Deponent was dreſſi erſelt, 
Mrs. Cl---zs came into the Room, and told Depo- 
nent ſhe was afraid ſhe was cold, for there was ſcarce 
any Fire. Deponent anſwered, She was not over 
warm. Upon which Mrs. C/ ---ts left the Room, and 
came in again juſt as Deponent was dreſſed, and 
brought a Glaſs of Liquor in her Hand, which De- 
ponent apprehended at that Time to be Wine—— 
And told Deponent ſhe had brought Deponent a 
Glaſs of Wine, for that ſhe was afraid Deponent 
found the Room cold. Deponent thanked her, and 
ſaid, as ſhe had the Trouble to fetch it, ſhe would 
drink it, or elſe had rather be excuſed. Whereupon 
Deponent drank the ſame; and after Deponent had 
drank it, the ſaid Mrs. CI ts went down Stairs 
with Deponent into the Parlour, and after ſtaying a 
| few Minutes with Deponent, ſhe went out of the 

Room, and ſoon came back again : 
That in about fifteen Minutes after drinking ſaid 
Liquor, and whilſt ſhe was in the Parlour, ſhe (De- 
ponent) was taken ſuddenly very ill, and ſick, and 


with a great Trembling all over her----And Repo 
then 
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then told ſaid Mrs. C/ 
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ts ſhe wiſhed ſhe had not 
drank ſaid Glaſs of Wine, for it had made her very 
ill, and that ſhe was almoſt ready to die: To which 
Mrs. Cl—5 made no Anſwer, as Deponent re- 
members, but went out of the Parlour into the Hall, 
and bought Cloth of a Scots Man. Deponent in the 
mean time continuing very ill, got up to the; Windo 
and vomited to a violent D and man went 
and fat down again: 

That Deponent then ſaw Sir V. mM come in- 
to the Room, and immediately afterwards ſhe be- 
came totally inſenſible, and remembers nothing 
more,. and knows not what happened afterwards, 
nor how long ſhe remained inſenſible: That when 
the came to herſelf, ſhe ſaw Sir . m, Mr. 
ts, and his Wife, ſtanding by her, and the fat 
Mr. Cl ts had a Book in his Hand; and Depo- 
nent deſired Mrs. C s to take her to the Win- 
dow that ſne might have ſome Air, for ſhe was ex- 
ceeding ſick, and again vomited moſt violently, and 
then was ſomething eaſier, and went and ſat down 
again : 

That Mr. Cl—:s then aſked Deponent how ſhe 
could fall into ſuch a Fit, when it was her own De- 
fire, as well as Sir //——#'s, to be married—At 
which Deponent being greatly alarmed and aftoniſh= 
ed, aſked Mr. rs what he meant: To which he 
anſwered, What ſhould I mean, but that you was mar- 
ried to Sir / this Afternoon, juſt before you 
was taken ſo ill? To which Deponent replied, I be- 
lieve you are mad, or ycu could not talk ſo- And 
Sir V m then ſaid, he wondered Deponent 
could forget that ſhe was married. Upon which De- 


ponent then ſaid, You ſurely think ! am ſtill depriv- 


ed of my Senſes, or elle you could never talk ſo to 
me—And added, (as the Truth is) I never was mar- 
ried to Sir V. m, nor ever will: 


D That 
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That ſaid Cl——7s and Sir —, after talk- 
ing a great deal more to the fame Purpoſe, went out 
of the Room, and came in again in a few Minutes ; 
upon which Deponent ſaid to them, If you talk to 
me after this Manner, I will call in all the People of 
the Houſe to know what you did to me whilſt I was 
out of my Senſes for I am ſure I never was married 
to-Sir WH min my Senſes. Mr. C/ ts then 
ſaid, that making ſuch a Noiſe, did not ſignify, for 
Sir N. m was determined to take Deponent to 
his Houſe that Night, unleſs ſhe would ſign a Paper 
he had in his Hand, and which, he ſaid, conſiſted only 
of Deponent's promiſing never to relate what had 
paſſed that Night; and then Sir /——m ſwore by 
all that was ſacred, if Deponent did not ſign the Pa- 
per, he would immediately take Deponent to his 
own Houſe : That what with the Fright they had 
put her in, and the Illneſs which the Liquor occaſi- 
oned, and ſeeing no other Way to eſcape from them, 
ſhe was obliged, and did fign faid Paper, without 
reading, or hearing the ſame read over, or knowing 
the Contents thereof. Then Sir //——m ſaid to 
Mr. Cl—ts, We'll talk no more on this Subject to 


Night. 
ts went and called for Cards, 


That Mr, Cl 
and one Mr. A=, and ſaid Cl/—ss Children came 
into the Room. Mrs. C came and aſked De- 
ponent if ſhe would play at Cards; Deponent an- 
ſwered, ſhe was not able, and deſired to be excuſed 
Mrs. Cl----ts then whiſpered Deponent, and ſaid, 
ſhe had much better ſtay at her Houle all Night. As 
Deponent was fo ill, it was not proper for her to go 
home---- Upon which Deponent got up directly from 
her Seat, and went into the Hall, where ſaid Mrs. 
Cl. is and ſaid Sir A. m followed her; and 
Deponent then told Mrs. C]----zs, that if the World 

depended upon it, ſhe would not ſtay all Night at 
her Houſe---- Whereupon Sir V. m told Depo- 


nent he had ordered his Chariot, and ſhe ſhon!d go 
| home 
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home therein Rut Deponent told him, ſhe would 


not go home in it; and ſaid, as ſhe had ſtayed ſo 


late, her own Coach would come for her : 

That Deponent went into the Parlour again, and 
what with her being ſo ill, and their telling her, and 
ſtanding to it, that ſhe was married to Sir H-, 
ſhe was almoſt diſtracted : 

That Deponent, after Supper, finding herſelf ex- 
tremely ill again, ordered her Coach; and as ſoon as 
ſhe was told it was come, Deponent got into it, and 
Sir M— mn taking Advantage of Deponent's Ill- 


neſs, occaſioned by ſaid Glaſs of Liquor, followed 


Deponent into her Coach without her Conſent, and 
told Deponent, he would ſee her ſafe home That 
ſhe was very ſick all the Way home, and ready to 
faint, and that Sir did not ſtay three Mi- 
nutes in Deponent's Houſe after Deponent got home 
that Deponent went directly into her Room, and 


deſired her Servant M—y M— to undreſs her and 


put her to Bed as faſt as me could: 
That after Deponent was in Bed, ſhe fell aſleep 


immediately, and remembers no more that paſſed 


for ſome Time; but when ſhe came to herſelf, which 


ſhe was informed by her ſaid Servant, M----y tt, 


was in about three Hours, ſhe again vomited ex- 
tremely ; and, during the Night, fainted away two 


or three Times, and was obliged to have her Ser- 


Vant ſet up with her, and continued lick, after eat- 
ing any thing, for two or three Days: 

That the next Morning, Sir /——m came to De- 
ponent” s Houſe before ſhe was up, and when Depo- 
nents Servant came into Deponent's Room, to _ 
her he was come, Deponent ſaid, Good God, Mary: 
| never can hear the Sight of that baſe Wrath 
more !-—Deponent's Servant ſaid, Lord, Madam! 
what is the Matter? Deponent anſwered, Mary! 
when I am able, I will tell you all. | 

That Deponent was very unwilling to fee Sir 
I——3:-—but recollecting the Paper-writing Depo- 

2 nent 
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nent had been compelled to ſign as aforeſaid, and 
being deſirous to know the Contents thereof, and to 
have it delivered to her ſhe, at laſt, determined 
to ſee Sir N , in hopes of getting ſaid Paper, 
and to hear what he had to ſay in Excuſe for his 
Behaviour to her the Night before — That ſhe was 
above half an Hour before ſhe could bring herſelf to 
get out of but, at laſt, ſhe got up, and went 
to Sir V n; and when ſhe came into the Room, 
Sir 7. aſked her how ſhe did ; Deponent an- 
ſwered, the Liquor Mrs. C/ ts was ſo civil to 
give her, had almoſt been the Death of her; for ſhe 
had been in ſuch a Condition the whole Night ſhe 
thought ſhe ſhould have died, and was fo ill then, 
ſhe did not know what to do with herſelf ; and add- 
ed, till ſhe drank that curſed Glaſs of Liquor, ſhe 
was very well, and after ſhe had drank it, was taken 
ſo ill. Sir "ST told Deponent, that he hop- 
ed, in the Midſt of her Illneſs, ſhe remembred ſhe 
was married to him laſt Night! Deponent anſwered, 

Is it poſſible, Sir V mn, You can aſſert ſo infa- 
mous a Falſity! He anſwered, you will find it a 
Truth; and ſurely the Fit which ſhe fell into after- 
wards could not make her forget all that happened ! 
Which Speech of Sir m's put Deponent 
into a violent Patton, and Deponent ſaid to him, Sir, 
I now begin to ſee through all your Plots, and ſup- 
poſe you and your baſe Friend is gave me a Dole, 
that you might afterwards face me out of my Reaſon 
hut I, in my Senſes, was never married to you in 
my Life, and what is ſtill more, never will—and di- 
rectly added, I well remember, when I came to my 
Senſes laſt Night at C ts's, he ſtood with a Book 
in his Hand— What Book it was—or what Uſe he 
made of it, none but yourſelves know.—Sir W----m 
then ſaid, Madam, you need not put yourſelf in ſuch 
a Hurry, for married you was to me, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Ci s will both be Witneſſes; and if any 


Advantage was taken, it proceeded from the Love! 
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had for you and without you, live I could not ! I 
claim you as my Wife, and will do all in my Power 
to make you happy, if you will conſent to go with 
me publickly to Church and be married ; and if you 
will not, I ſhall give you a few Days to conſider of it, 
and ſhall then bring my Coach and fetch you to my 
Houſe. Deponent ſaid to him, all your Threats ſhall 
never make me marry you; and added, I believe 
there never was ſo baſe a Plot upon the Face of the 
Earth—That after ſome Diſcourſe of ſame Sort, Sir 
W—— went away, and Deponent went up Stairs 
almoſt diſtracted That ſoon after, on the ſame Day, 
Mr, Cl——7s and Wife came to Deponent's Houſe, 
and ſaid Mr, Ci. Hs aſked Deponent if ſhe had ſeen 
Sir W. n. Deponent anſwered, Yes; and ſaid, 
Mr. Cl----!s, can you be fo ungrateful to me, as to 
join with Sir / in ſo vile an Aſperſion, as ſay- 
ing, you married me to him? Mr. CI- anſwered, 
upon his Sou] he did, and that he would take his 
Oath of it. Deponent replied, Can you be ſo baſe 
as to ſay this to my Face.—And likewiſe faid, I re- 
member laſt Night when I was at your Houſe, when 
I came to my Senſes, I faw you ſtanding by me with 
a Book in your Hand Did you, whilſt I lay in a Fit, 
read the Service over? His Anſwer was, he had 
married Deponent—that it did not ſignify what De- 
ponent ſaid about it—and that if Deponent would 
go publickly to Church, and be married to Sir 
W-——m, he was ſure Sir //——m would do every 
Thing in his Power to make Deponent happy—and 
that, if Deponent would not conſent, he aſſured De- 
ponent Sir A m would come, in a few Days, 
and take Deponent to his Houſe; for they ſhould 
take care to bring Witneſſes enough to {wear Depo- 
nent and Sir V m were married. And as to 
himſelf, he would ſwear any thing to oblige Sir 
V. m; and added, that he had married De- 
ponent with a Licence, and therefore was afraid of 
no Body and that Sir //——m and he had Friends 
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enough that would Witneſs for them—and knew if 
Deponent was not happy with Sir //——m, it was 
her own Fault; for upon his Soul Sir {/——m loved 
Deponent to Diſtraction—and he wondered Depo- 
nent would have any Objection to a Perſon of Sir 
W——n's great Faſhion, and was ſurprized Depo- 
nent ſhould not be pleaſed with being the Top of the 
Pariſn. Deponent replied, I am ſure ſo baſea Scheme 
was never acted before, but that all their Lies and 
Swearing ſhould not make her marry Sir /——m. 
Mrs. Cl s then ſaid, ſhe was ready to (wear her 
Huſband had married Deponent to Sir // 1 
Deponent told her, that after acting the Part ſhe had 
done, in giving the Liquor that ſo much diſordered 
her, Deponent did not in the leaſt doubt but ſhe 
would ſwear, ſay, or do any Thing But that Depo- 
nent hoped God Almighty would puniſb ſuch Crimes; 
and added, ſhe would be torn in a thouſand Picces 
before ſhe would marry Sir m, or that they 


ſhould ſucceed in their Attempts: 


That Sir J7. m and Mr. i came moſt 
Days after the 26th of Augrf, ſtill perſiſting Depo— 
nent was married to Sir *. m; which Depo- 
ner t was unealy about, and imprudently conccaled 


from her Huſband, and Friends, hoping a Perſon 


of Rank, and a Clergyman, might, upon more ſerious 
Conlideration, when they found Deponent reſolute 
and inflexible, give up, and abandon fo impious and 
falſe a Pretence; and Deponent behaved with Civi- 
lity towards ſaid Conſpirators ſome Time after ſaid 
26th of Auguſt, hoping by fair Means to get from 


them faid Paper-writing, which ſhe had been com- 


pelled to ſign as aforeſaid : 
That ſaid C t and Wife, and Sir J——, 


finding they were not able to ſucceed in their At- 
tempts upon Depunent by the Methods before ſtat- 
ed, they, as Deponent believes, from what afterwards 
followed, thought of a new Scheme to compleat their 
; wicked Deſigns upon Deponent, which is as follows, 

(io wit) f . nl 
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Sir W—#, a few Days before the 23d of Sep- 
teinber laſt, came to Deponent's Houſe, and told De- 
ponent he found all his Schemes and Profeſſions of 
Love, made to Deponent, could not get the better 
of her Diſlike to him, for which he knew no Reaſon, 
though he vowed he loved Deponent to Diſtraction, 
yet as he found Deponent's Averſion to him was ſo 
great, he was come to aſſure Deponent, that he 

10uld never think of her more, otherwiſe than he 
hoped, fo long as he ſtayed in the Country, he and 
Deponent ſhould live in Friendſhip, and carry to 
each other with Civility when they happened to 
meet—That he was determined to ſtay no longer in 
the Country than to ſettle his Affairs, and when that 
was done, he was determined to fee /—y no more, 
for as he could not have this Deponent, he could 
not bear to ſee Deponent, (which, if he ſtayed, he 
ſhould be obliged to do) about the Neighbourhood ; 
and added, he gave Deponent his Word and Ho- 
nour, Deponent ſhould neyer have a Moment's more 
Uneaſineſs upon his Account, as long as he lived 
and that he was truly ſorry for what had paſſed 
and hoped, that though Deponent had ſo bad an 
Opinion of him, that Deponent would impute what 
was paſſed to his great Love for Deponent. Depo- 
nent anſwered, I am very glad you have fome Re- 
morſe of Conſcience for the ungenerous Behaviour 
you and that baſe Raſcal C., have been guilty 
of towards me; and as you declare you will leave 
the Country as ſoon as your Affairs are ſettled, and 
are pleaſed to ſay you are actually ſorry for what is 
paſled, I ſhall, if I poſhbly can, endeavour, Sir, to 
forget my Injury, fo far as not to ſhew any Reſent- 
ment when we meet in Company. But I muſt inſiſt 
on ſeeing the Paper you and Cl s obliged me 
to ſign that Night at his Houſe. To which Sir 
W=-——— anſwered, that Mr. Cs both would 
and ſhould ſhew it Deponent whenever Deponent 
thought proper 4p ſee it That Sir /. n 
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ſoon after took his Leave of Deponent and went 


away: 


That Mr. Cl—7s- came to Deponent's Houſe the 
next Day, when Deponent related to him what had 
paſſe! between Sir A m and Deponent ; Mr. 
ClI—ts told Deponent, that Sir /——m had told 
him every thing himſelf —Deponent then ſaid, Mr, 
Cl—ts, 1 inſiſt : upon teeing that Paper you made me 
ſign that Night at your Houſe. He replied—Upon 
his Soul that Deponent ſhonld, the very firſt Time 
that Deponent would call at his Houſe, and not only 
ſee it but keep it if ſhe pleaſed : 

That Deponent being very uneaſy to ſee ſaid Pa- 
per, and to have the ſame delivered to her, ſhe ac- 
cordingly, on the 23d Day of September! between 
One and Two o'Clock in the Afternoon, went to ſaid 
Mr. Cl—ts's, and deſired him to let Deponent ſee 
ſaid Paper as he promiled—He anſwered—upon his 
Soul Deponent ſhould—and went out of the Room 
—as he then faid, to fetch it; but before he came 
into the Room, his Dinner was placed upon the Ta- 
ble and he then came and whiſpered to Depo- 
nent, (for one Mr. 4——s and Mr. 's Chil- 
dren came into the Room) that Deponent ſhould ſee 
the Paper as ſoon as he had dined—And Mrs. Cl—5 
told Deponent ſhe expected Miſs S—yds (who live 
in the Neighbourhood) to drink Tea with her 
or elſe ſhe ſhould have gone to Mr. C—e's (another 
Neighbour) to play at Cards, for ſhe had been aſked 
to come thither—and that Sir Y . -, and 


more Company, were to dine there that Day; which 


was told Deponent, as Deponent verily believes, 
with an Intent to induce Deponent to ſtay, ſaid Miſs 
S s being her Acquaintance—That ſhe, Depo- 
nent, took the firſt Opportunity after Dinner again to 
deſire Mr. Cs to fetch Deponent the Paper and 
he again promiſed he would, and went out of the 
Room, and Deponent ſat for ſome Time waiting for 
the lame—But Mr. (ts not coming back again 

De- 


The Widow of the Wood. 41 


Deponent went and took a Walk with ſaid Mrs. 
Cl——ts in the Garden, till it was almoſt dark; and 
when they came out of the Garden, they went into 
the Parlour, where Deponent found ſaid Sir Vm, 
and the ſaid Perſon called Capt. iy and Mr. 
Cl. ts; at which Deponent was greatly ſurpriſed, 
and very believes, that Mr. C, inftead of go- 
ing to fetch ſaid Paper, as he promiſed, went to 
fetch Sir /—— mn and Mr. W——y—And after 
Deponent had been in the Room a few Minutes, 
Mr. Cl—ts came and whiſpered Deponent, and faid, 
he had got the Paper in his Pocket, and Deponent 
ſhould ſee it as ſoon as Sir //—— and his Ne- 
phew were gone — That ſhe made him no Anſwer, 
being too much vexed at his Deceit—but immedi- 
ately aſked Mrs. CI. —- 46 if ſhe did not think Miſs 
S$—yds made it late before they came. Her Anſwer 
was, they had juſt ſent her Word they could not come 
—whereupon they drank Tea and played at Cards : 

That from the Time Deponent went to ſaid Mr. 
Cl——ts's that Day (except walking in the Garden) 
ſhe was not out of the Houſe, till ſhe went to get 
into her Coach to go home—That Sir aſk- 
ed Deponent to carry him and ſaid Mr. }/—y as far 
as //———y Bridge, which is in her Way home 
And Deponent having had ſuch Aſſurances from Sir 
IW. m as aforeſaid, and therefore not caring to 
refuſe ſuch a Civility, conſented to it, and carried 
them accordingly in her Coach ; and when they came 
to the Bridge, ſaid Sir //——m and his Nephew got 
out of the Coach : 

That Deponent, juſt before ſhe went from Mr. 
(He's that Night, was told by Mr. C/—ts, that he 
would bring the Paper himſelf to Deponent's Houſe: 

That on the next Morning, being the 24th of Sep» 
tember, Deponent's ſaid Servant, M—y Nit, came 
into Deponent's Room about Eight o*'Clock, and 
laid, ſhe had News to tell Deponent, but hoped De- 


ponent would not be angry; and added, twas ridi- 
culous 
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culous to tell Deponent ſuch Nonſenſe, knowing hots 
long Deponent had been married to ber Maſter Mr. 
R-—ns. Deponent's Anſwer to her was, Let it 
be what it will, 1 ſhall not be angry—She thereupon 
told this Deponent, t that this Deponent's Man, Rd 
D----y, had told her over Night, that Deponent was 
{cen the laſt Night, which was the 234 of September 
laſt, in C-1-w--h Church with Sir //—n, at the Com- 
munion-Table, and that two Candles ſtood upon the 
Table, and that Sir — and Deponent were 
then married—Deponent aſked her how ſhe could be 
ſuch a Fool to tell Deponent ſuch Nonſenſe, only to 
vex Deponent—To which ſaid Servant replied, ſhe 
ſhould not have dared to tell Deponent ſuch a falſe 
Report, but that Deponent's Man told her they de- 
ſigned ringing the Bells, which ſhe wel! knew would 
greatly ſhock this Deponent, and make Deponent's 
Huſband, Mr. R—1s, very unealy—Deponent then 
ordered ſaid M--y N---it to go to R----d D----y, and 
bid him fetch Mr. C!/——:s immediately, which ſaid 
D—y did, and Mr. Ci s came directly. 
That as ſoon as Deponent heard Mr. C/ | 
was come, ſhe went down to him,----and D=--—y fol- 
lowed her into the Room where Mr. C/ 46 Was 
Deponent ſaid to Mr. Cs, My Man here has 
heard a Report, which, when he has related it to you, 
I deſire you'll declare whether it be true or falle— 
and then ordered her Man to tell all that he had 
heard concerning Sir V 's and Deponent's be- 
ing married the Night before, which ſaid D-----y did 
—And after Mr. C!-—s had heard him relate al! 
the Report, the ſaid Mr. C!----ts declared upon his 
Soul and Body, and called Heaven to witneſs, it 
was as damned a Lie as ever was told----That he ne- 
ver married Deponent to ſaid Sir . m; and 
further ſaid, he never knew ſuch a Pariſh in his Life 
for raiſing damned Lies. Deponent then ſaid to Mr. 
Cl----ts, Are you ſure you did not _ any Body 
laſt Night; fe if you did----as Sir J/— mM nod 
I hap- 
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1 happened to be at your Houſe, it might occaſion 
the Report; and if you did, I inſiſt upon your own- 
ing it to me, for that will explain from whence this 
Lie proceeded----He anſwered, upon his Soul, and 
as God was his Judge, and wiſhed he might be 
damned, if he had married any Soul that Night; 
and further ſaid, as he hoped for Mercy, he had not 
ſet his Foot in the Church upon any Account that 
Day or Night, or uſed Words to the very ſame Effect. 

That Mr. C.-, Deponent, and Man, went out 
of the Room together; and Ci. ts went away di- 
rectly. Deponent went up Stairs, and afterwards 
went to C-/-ww--þ Church -And as foon as Depo- 
nent came out of the Church, Sir V. m met 
Deponent in the Church- yard, and told Deponent 
ſhe ſeemed to be in a great Hurry To which 
Deponent anſwered, Sir, if you have not heard the 
Report which was ſpread the laſt Night, I believe 
you are the only one in the Pariſh that has not 
He ſaid, he had heard no Report; upon which De- 
ponent replied, If you pleaſe to call at my Houſe, I 
ſhall inform you ; for Iam reſolved to know the Au- 
thors of the Report. —Deponent ordered her Man to 
tell the Ringers, that if they offered to ring the Bells, 
ſhe ſhould reſent it very much. 

That Sir V- called on Deponent ſoon after 
ſhe got home, and Deponent related to him all ſhe 
had heard about him and Deponent's being married 
the 23d of Sept,—He anſwered, he was ſurpriſed Peo- 
ple could invent ſuch Lies out of nothing; and ad- 
ded, he was very ſorry it ſhould give Deponent ſuch 
Uneaſineſs----but he could not help the idle Reports 
of other People---But that if he could find out who had 
raiſed the Report, he would puniſh them if poſſible. 
Deponent anſwered, it might appear to him no more 
than idle Report, but it too nearly concerned Depo- 
nent ever to be ealy till it was cleared up; and there- 
tore hoped he would fulfil his Promiſe, and make In- 
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quiries whence this Lie proceeded.” Sir V. 


n 


went away, and came in the Afternoon, and 


brought Mr. Cl—+ts with him in his Chariot: And 
Mrs C ts and Mr. W——y came ſoon after them, 
and Deponent had a great deal more Company with 
her that Afternon— And as ſoon as they were gone, 
Sir /—m told Deponent, that he had made ſtrict 
Inquiry after the Authors that raiſed the Report that 
he and Deponent had been married on the 23d of 
September; and that he was told, it was fixed on one 


C, that lives over-againſt the Church 


That he had been with ſaid C-, and ſhe declared 
ſhe knew nothing of the Matter, more than that one 
Dr, a Taylor, had told her, that he ſaw Sir 
l. nm married to Deponent on the 23d— That 
he had ſent for D-—-7, but he was from Home, ſo 
ordered he ſhould come to Z—y-hall the next Mor- 
ning, and would then examine him : 

That the next Morning, being Monday the 25th 


of September, the ſaid Mr. C/—ts came to Depo- 


nent's Houſe as ſoon as Deponent was up, and pre- 


tended to be in a great Fright, and told Deponent 
every one believed he had married Deponent to Sir 


W-—m on the 23d of September, and that D———r 


was ſuch a Villain to tell him to his Face he would 


ſwear it—and that if the Biſhop ſhould hear it, he 


would ſtrip. his Gown over his Ears —and therefore 
begged Deponent would conſent to go the next Mor- 
ning to Church, and be married to Sir /; m. 
Deponent anſwered, Can you imagine any of your 
Lies can have the leaſt Effect upon me—Or, can 
you think a Man telling you he would ſwear he ſaw 
you marry me to Sir -m, when we all know 
it to be falſe, will make me marry Sir /——m— 
Or do you take me to be ſuch a Fool to think you 
are afraid of the Biſhop ſtripping your Gown over 
your Ears for a Thing you never did—and added, 
You now convince me you are only trying to impoſe 


upon me, and I begin to think you are the — 
| | 5 | | s 


fs BY —_— bs — r OE RF OY 1 


tu — Co 


— W "> WP — * * 


c Wn 


= Q's 


— 
2 


every Minute, and immediately after Sir V 


The Widow of the Wood. 45 


of the vile Report yourſelf and continued, If the 
Biſhop knew the Uſage I have had from you, you 
would with ſome Reaſon fear having your Gown 
ſtripped over your Ears: 

That whilſt ſhe and Mr. C--—:s were talking, 
Sir W— m came into Deponent's Houſe, and 
told Deponent he called to let Deponent know he 
had ſent again to ſaid D-—-r, and expected him 
m 
and Mr. Cl—ts went away from Deponent's Houſe 


together, and in the Evening of the ſame Day, Sir 


N m called upon Deponent again, and faid, 
he had ſeen D>—-r,—and after he had given him 
his Oath, deſired him to tell whether he ſaw him 
and Deponent married in the Church the 23d of 
September And Sir VJ. m told Deponent, that 
Dr then declared, he never ſaw him and De- 
ponent married in the Church the 23d of September, 
nor ſaw, nor knew any thing of the Matter, any 
further, than that he, ſaid D r, went, on the 
23d of September, at Night, to Mr. Cl—1s's, to car- 
ry ſome Potatoes they had ordered to be brought 
for Sir V m's Supper, and that Mr. Cl—tFs 
Man ſaid to him in a Joke, he ſhould have brought 
ſome for my Lady as well as Sir m, and 
that D r told him he did not know what he 
meant by my Lady—and that Mr. Cl-—:#s's Man 
then told him, that Sir mn was married to 
Deponent—That Mr. Cl——s's ſaid Servant was 
afterwards aſked, if he had faid any ſuch Thing to 
D——7,—and he declared, he never did. 

That the next Day, being Tueſday the 26th of 
September, to the beſt of Deponent's Remembrance, 
Mr. Cl ts came to Deponent's Houſe, and told 
her again, that every Body believed ſhe was marri- 
ed to Sir . m the 23d of September. —Depo- 
nent then ſaid to Mr. Cl. ts, Are you ſure you 


did not marry any Body in that Church that Night, 
which has occaſioned this falſe Report? Mr. —_ 
then 


ſerve Sir V/: 
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then declared, upon his Soul he did not,— but ad- 
ded, he muſt own, when Sir V mM and his 
Nephew came into his Houſe, he juſt ſtepped into 
the Church, with them, to look at Sir 's 
Family-Monument — Deponent then ſaid to Mr. 
CI,, You have now explained what I before 
ſuſpected, that it was ſome Scheme contrived amongſt 
yourſelves which has occaſioned this Report; and 
aſked him if he remembered how many times he 
had called God to witneſs, before Deponent's Ser- 


vant D——y, as well as Deponent, that he had ne- 


ver ſet his Foot in the Church on the 23d of Septem- 
ber, either that Day or Night, on any Account what- 
ever. | 

The ſaid Mr. CI-—s then told Deponent, that 
Sir . m loved Deponent ſo much, that he 
was determined to have her at all Events, and that 
he would adviſe Deponent, as a Friend, to conſent 
to go publickly to Church and marry Sir /——n ; 
for if ſhe, Deponent, did not—/hey were reſolved 10 
ſwear that Deponent was married to Six W m 
on the 23d of September ; and he aſſured Deponent 
there were People ready to witneſs for Sir //—m 
that ſhe little expected And as for himſelf, he 
knew how dearly Sir V. mn loved this Depo- 
nent—that Sir . m had indemnified him— 
and that, by God, he would ſwear any Thing to 
m— That Deponent was fo ſhock- 
ed with what Mr. Cl/—7s then ſaid, that ſhe went 
directly out of the Room, and called her Maid-{er- 
vant, N—!, and ordered her to ſtand at the Door 
to hear what Mr. ts might further ſay to De- 
ponent.—Deponent leſt M—y N—!7 at the Door, 
and went into the Room again to Mr. CI- ts, and 
ſaid to him, Is it poſſible you can put in Practice 
what you have threatened me, of ſwearing you had 
married me to Sir . m the 23d of Septeinver, 
if I could not be perſuaded to go publickly to Church 


and marry him? and don't you think I ſhall tell 0 
* | the 
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the baſe Uſage I have met with from you ? He an- 
ſwered—No one would believe what Deponent ſaid, 


for he was certain ſhe had none but herſelf to diſ- 


prove it—And as for himſelf, he would ſwear any 
thing to ſerve Sir /—m, and fo would many others 
beſides himſelf, whom Deponent little expected, 
and which Deponent ſhould find to her Coſt and 
added, Deponent had better be adviſed before it 
was too late. Deponent told him, ſhe ſcorned ſuch 
baſe Advice—and that if he and his Gang ſwore 
till they died, Deponent would never marry Sir 
W-—m : 

That Deponent ſent to Sir Y/—m, and defired he 
would call on her the firſt Opportunity—and when 
Sir /—m came, Deponent related to him all the 
above Converſation that paſſed between Deponent 
and Mr. Cl—ts ;—and added—after the Concern 
he had formerly expreſſed for his ill Uſage of her 
before, and the Pains he pretended to take to have 
the falſe Report cleared up, Deponent hoped he 
could not be guilty of ſo much Baſeneſs, as to in- 
demnify ſaid Mr. Cl—7s to ſwear he had married 
her to him on the 23d of September. —Sir W—m an- 
ſwered, his Love for her was ſo great, that without 
her he could not live—and added, let the Conſe- 
quence be what it would, he was reſolved to have 
her—And if Deponent would not go publickly to 
Church, and marry him, he was determined to ſwear 
Deponent was married to him on the 23d of Sep- 
tember, and that other People, beſides Mr. Cl—:s, 
would both be Witneſſes, and ſwear for him; and 
that it was in vain for Deponent to ſay any thing 
againſt it: 

That ſuch Menaces and Threats being repeated 
for ſeveral Days afterwards, both by Mr. -t and 
Sir /——m, Deponent grew at laſt convinced they 
were reſolved to continue all Attempts to compleat 


their wicked Contrivance of forcing Deponent to ce- _ 


lebrate a Marriage publickly, or to confeſs the So- 
| lemnization 
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lemnization of a Marriage which had never been 
had ; and therefore Deponent, to avoid their Com- 
pany, confined herſelf to her Chamber, and was ſo 
much affected by their Conduct, as to become ex- 
tremely ill And Mr. R—ns, her Huſband, being 
at that Time abroad, on a Journey, Deponent had 
no Opportunity (if ſhe had had any Strength and 
Courage to have done it) to communicate to him the 
Injuries ſhe had received as aforeſaid: 

That Mr. Rus returning to his own Houſe in a 
few Days afterwards, and hearing of a Rumour of 
ſuch pretended Marriage, ſent to Deponent to know 
the Meaning thereof. Deponent ſent him Word ſhe 
would come to him the firſt Opportunity ſhe had, 
and acquaint him with the whole Aﬀair—And De- 
ponent ſent ſaid M--y Nr in a Day or two after to 
Mr. R—7s, to tell him the terrible Situation Depo- 
nent was in: 

That Sir /—m, notwithſtanding ſhe kept her 
Chamber for the Purpoſes aforeſaid, ſtill continued 
to come to Deponent's Houſe—and finding Depo- 

- nent's Spirits much diſordered, in a threatening Way 
ſeveral times declared, that if Deponent did not get 
well ſoon, and go to Church and be married to him, 
he would bring his Coach and take her away by 
Force---for that he had Friends who would ſwear ſhe 
was married to him : 

That Mr. CI -s likewiſe coming, Deponent or- 
dered her Man, D---y, and Maid, M--y N---zt, or 
one of them, to be always at the Door, that ey 
might hear the Threats ſhe always had---and thoug 
ſhe had other Servants during the Interval, yet ſhe 
had none ſhe could ſo much depend upon as ſaid 
D---y and M--y N---tt ;--- Therefore did not commu- 
nicate the ill Treatment ſhe received to any other of 
her Servants; nor was Deponent's Marriage with 
Mr. R. us known to any of her Servants except 


ſaid D---y and NM. -, as Deponent verily believes: 
| That 
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That Mr. CI. is came one Day, when Deponent 
was very ill, and in Bed, into this Deponent's Room, 
(he knowing what Room ſhe lay in, being conver- 
ſant in the Houle) without Deponent's Privity or 
Conſent, and aſked Deponent, how ſhe did—Depo- 
nent anſwered, ſhe was very bad, and did not de- 
fire his Company He ſaid, ſhe was not ill, and 
muſt and ſhould get up and go with him to C-{-w-b 
Church, and be married to Sir . m, and then 
all would be well. Deponent then told him to get 
out of the Room, for he was a vile Scoundrel— 
Upon which he took Deponent by the Arms, and en- 
deavourcd to drag her out of Bed—Deponent then 
ſcreamed out, and ſaid M--y Nit directly burſt in- 
to the Room, and ſaid, Lord, Madam, what is the 
Matter with you? What has Mr. ts been doing 
to you? Deponent ſaid, Lord, M--y, help me !---and 
remembers no more for ſome Time.---But when ſhe 
came to herſelf, the firſt Thing ſhe remembers was, 
ſeeing M--y N---tt ſtanding by her----who then told 
Deponent, ſhe had fainted away ; but that as ſoon 
as Deponent fainted away, Mr. A- tis went out of 
the Room, without ſaying one Word more : 

That in a Day or two after, Sir n com- 
ing again, before he came up to Deponent's Room, 
Deponent ordered her Maid-ſervant, M--y, to ſtand 
at the Door; Sir /——mn then told Deponent, he 
was determined the next Morning to bring his Coach 
and take her away by Force, if ſhe would not pro- 
mite to get well, and go to Church and marry him, 
for that he had Veople enough that would ſwear for 
him that he had married her the 23d of September. 
Deponent told him, ſhe had borne every Thing with 
Patience, hoping he would relent, and give up his 
wicked Scheme; but as ſhe found nothing would 
ſoften him, he might do his worſt, for ſhe hated 
him, and, was the World to depend upon it, ſhe 
would never have him: 


That 
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That another Day Sir W. mn and Mr. Cl---t5 
came, Deponent was very ill, and her Maid, M--y 
N--it was ſtanding by her when they came into the 
Room, and immediately told them how bad Depo- 
nent was, and that ſhe was determined to ſend for 
Deponent's Brother, Nm N--y, Eſq; for ſhe could 


not longer bear to ſee Deponent lie in ſo miſerable a 


Condition, and have no Friend with her---and add- 
ed, If Mr. N---y knew Deponent was the leaſt ill 
ſhe was ſure he would be with Deponent immedi- 
| ately---and ſhe was convinced it would be a great 
Satisfaction to Deponent to ſee him, Deponent's 
Maid then left the Room; and Mr. Cl--ts told De- 
ponent, her Maid's Impertinence was very great in 
threatening to ſend for Mr. N--y; and faid, he aſ- 
ſured Deponent they ſhould take care to ſet Mr. 
N---y and all her Friends againſt her; and that 
what Deponent ſaid would never be believed, when 
he had ſo many People would ſwear for Sir Z/---m ; 
and ſwore, upon his Soul, they would take care to 
make Deponent aſhamed to ſhew her Face amongſt 
any of her Friends---or uſed Words to that very Ef- 
fect.---Deponent anſwered, Mr. Cl---ts, as long as 
I know my own Innocence, I ſhall never fear ſuch 

Villains as you | | 
That Mrs. CJ. -ts came another Day, and ſaid, She 
was ſurprized Deponent could not like Sir Hm, 
and fancied the Reaſon was, Deponent had fo great 
a Regard for Mr. K-. If that was the Caſe, 
Deponent might marry Sir V m firſt, and he 
was fo old he could not live long, and Deponent 
might afterwards marry Mr, Rus. and that all the 
World ſaid, whether Deponent was married to Mr. 
R---ns, or not, he would leave her Children his 
Eſtate.— Deponent then told her, This laſt Advice 
of her's was like all the reſt of their baſe low Plots. 
But Deponent deſired Mr. R ns's Name might 
not be called in Queſtion with ſuch a Set of Villains 
5 themfelves---and added, It was nothing to her = 
|; C- 
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Deponent liked or diſliked, for that Deponent mor- 
tally hated Sir J/---m and all his Gang : 

That Sir Vm and Mr. Cl---zs came another 
Time to ſee Deponent, and ſhe then aſked them 
both to let her ſee the Paper they. made her ſign the 


26th of Auguſt, Mr. Cl---ts anſwered, that ſince 


ſhe was ſo damned obſtinate, they ſhould; he aſſu- 
red her, make what Uſe they thought proper of it. 
Deponent then told him, She deſpiſed all their 
Villainy, and did not doubt but in a ſhort Time 
ay ſhould be able to overcome all their Wicked- 
neſs : 

That a few Days before ſhe went home to Mr. 
Rus, her Huſband, which was in the Beginning 
of October laſt, ſaid Mr. :s came to her, and 
ſaid, He was ſurprized that Deponent would not go 
publickly to Church and marry Sir V-; Depo- 
nent told him, She never would marry Sir V- 
as long as ſhe lived.---He then told Deponent, She 
muſt take what followed; for, by God, Sir Vm 
had indemnified him, and, by his Soul and Body, 
he would ſwear any Thing to ſerve Sir W---m z 
and aſked, how ſhe could help herſelf---and told De- 
ponent, She had better make it her own Act, mar- 
rying Sir Vm, than run the Riſque of being expo- 
{ed to her Friends, and all the World. And Depos 
nent then told him, Let the Conſequence be what it 
would, ſhe never would marry Sir }/---m : 

That ſhe hath been informed, and believes, that 
faid Sir Vm hath given out, that Deponent hath 
ſigned a Marriage Contract or Agreement with Sir 
W---m but faith, If there is any ſuch Contract or 
Agreement---the fame is ſaid Paper-writing, which 
Deponent was forced to ſign by ſuch Means as afore- 
ſaid, immediately after Deponent came out of ſaid 
Fit, occaſioned by drinking ſaid Glaſs of Liquor, as 
aforeſaid, which Deponent believes was Laudanum, 
or ſome Preparation of Opium : 


E 2 Hath 


g2 The Widow of the Mood. 


Hath been informed, and believes, that ſaid Mr. 
Cl---ts hath made, or cauſed to be made, an Entry 
in the Regiſter-Book of the Pariſh of C--I--w---h, 
that Deponent was married to Sir /——m on the 
23d of September laſt; and that ſuch Entry was not 
made until November laſt, although it purports to 
teſtify a Marriage on the 23d of September prece- 
ding. | 

And Deponent poſitively faith, That ſhe never did 
marry Sir }/---m N=, nor take him to Huſband, 
nor was the Ceremony of Marriage, or any Part 
thereof, ſolemnized or celebrated between him and 
Deponent, nor did Deponent ever contract or agree 
to marry him. | 

But what ſaid Mr. C!--ts, Sir Nm, or any other 
Perſon in Conſpiracy with them, might do under 
the falſe Pretence of Marriage, whilſt Deponent 
was rendered inſenſible by drinking ſaid Glaſs of Li- 
quor, as aforeſaid, Deponent knoweth not, nor can 
ſet forth: | 

Hath been informed, and believes, That faid 
| R--d }/---y, commonly called Captain M-, hath 
1 ſeveral times, ſince the 23d of September laſt, decla- 
| red and given out, that he ſaw Deponent married to 
| ſaid Sir Y m on ſaid 23d of September, and that he 
himſelf gave her away. | 


The Reader, I am of Opinion, is very glad to ſee 
the End of this famous Afﬀidavit of AN THE WIFE 
oF J---N R----xs, EsQ;---Copies of which, I am 

well informed, were induſtriouſly ſent to moſt of 
the Counties in Eng/and! The next read in Court 

was the long Affidavit of M---y N---TT, the Lady's 
Chamber-maid ; which I will not tire my Reader by 
inſerting, ſince it only corroborates and confirms eve- 
ry Article where ſhe is mentioned in the foregoing 
tedious, tautological Affidavit. 

The Third produced, was the copious Affidavit of 
R---p D----y, the Lady's chief Man-ſervant ; which 
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correſponds, in every Circumſtance, with the former 
Two; which the Reader, I doubt not, will give Cre- 
dit for---but the Fourth, read in Court, muſt not be 


omitted. 
Aﬀidavit of I -N R---ns, E/q; 
T- AT in the Month of June Lasr, HE, De- 


PONENT, WAS MARRIED TO A--- WH---y,--- 


Wipow, late Wife of -n Hh-- y, Eſq; deceaſed. 


Which Marriage Deponent agreed, at his Wife's 
Requeſt, to keep ſecret for the ſpace of twelve Months 
then next following. That the ſame was according- 
ly kept ſecret for ſome Time, and Deponent per- 
mitted his Wife to reſide at her own Houſe at 
IWh---y-wood, in the County of S- d, and to go 
by her Widow-Name, in the ſame Manner as ſhe 
did before her Marriage with Deponent : | 
That in the latter End of Seprember laſt, Depo- 
nent had Occaſion to take a Journey into Derbyſhire, 
where Deponent ſtayed for ten Days, or thereabouts; 
and Deponent returned to his Houſe at S the 
Beginning of Ocleber laſt : That upon his Return, 
he found, to his great Surprize, that a general Re- 
port was ſpread about the Neighbourhood, that 
Deponent's Wife (who was then called Mrs. J/h--y, 
Deponent's Marriage with her not being publick- 
ly known) was married to Sir Mn W---y That 
Deponent, being much ſurpriſed at ſuch Report, 
ſent over to his Wife to know the Reaſon thereof 
---- That his Wife did then, by M--y N--z, her Ser- 
vant, and immediately afterwards in Perſon, ac- 
quaint Deponent of the ill Treatment which ſhe 
had received from Sir //---m W---y, Mr. Cl---ts, 
and his Wife; and of the Plot that had been laid for- 
cibly to marry Deponent's Wife to ſaid Sir V. 
againſt her Will and Conſent, and afterwards char- 
ging her with being married to him---to ſuch Purport 


and Effect as is mentioned in Deponent's Wife's Affi- 
82 davit, 
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davit, which Deponent has heard read over and 
carefully attended to. And the ſame correſponds 
in all material Circumſtances to the Account given 
to her by Deponent as aforeſaid: That Deponent be- 
ing greatly. aſtoniſhed at ſuch Information, Depo- 
nent was determined, to prevent any further ill 
Treatment, to publiſh his Marriage with his ſaid 
Wife:—Which Deponent accordingly did, and ſoon 
after cauſed his Wife to be brought home to him, 
ith whom he hath ever fince cohabited! That when 
his Wife came home to Deponent, as aforeſaid, ſhe 
had not recovered her ill Treatment which ſhe had 
received. For Deponent ſaith That in a few Mi- 
nutes after ſhe entered Deponent's Houſe, ſhe fell 
into violent Fits----frſt fainting, or ſwooning away: 
and when ſhe came to herſelf, raving againſt thoſe 
who had uſed her ill crying out---- Thoſe Rogues 
will ſwear away my Life!----Carry me to My Hus- 


BAND, MR. R xs] although ſhe was at that Time 


with Deponent; and other frantic and diſordered 
Expreſſions; and appeared to Deponent to be ſome 
Time out of her Senſes, occaſioned, as Deponent 
believes, by ſuch ill Treatment as aforeſaid. 

Then were read in Court the Affidavits of 7— 
H- k--n, Gent. ---m B—kes, and W-----m A—ns, 
Yeoman; te C: bt, Barber; — m D—r, 
Taylor; G el — n, Pariſh-Clerk ; and E—d 
B — $8—--1]; who all prove, that there was no 


Entry in the Regi er-Book of C-1-w- þ Church of 


the Marriage of Sir m W—y and A—n Mb, 
till the 29th or goth of November; and Aus and 
De both «firm, that Mr. C- declared to 
them, Sir /——#: and ſaid A were not married; 
and that he did not marry them. and that ſaid De- 


_ claration was made many Days after the 23d of Sep- 


tember laſt----Moſt of which is true—And ſo ends 
the formidable Charge. = 

The firſt Stroke that was given to the Accuſers, 
eame from the honourable Bench.——1t appeared 
ä 1: ͤ plainly 
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plainly by the Motion, that the Intention was, to in- 
clude every Perſon in the Information that was pre- 
ſent at Sir //——m Y----y's Marriage, in order to 
deprive him of all Aſſiſtance. But the worthy Judges, 
were pleaſed to order Lieutenant Rd ----y to be 
left out of the Information----This was giving the 
Parties accuſed one Evidence----And after reading 
the ſeveral Affidavits of A—n the Wife of 7— 
KR ns, Eſq; M—y N—1t, R—-4 D—y, F—n 
H--k---n, -M R------ns, Eſq, JH ——m B——kes, 
r C----:-ht, and W-----m D-----r, It was ordered, 
that till the Firſt Day of next Term, be given to 
Sir /——m W—--y, Baronet, J—n Cl—:s, Clerk, 
and A his Wife, to ſhew Cauſe why an Informa- 
tion, or Informations, ſhould not be granted againſt 
them for certain Treſpaſſes, Contempts, Conſpira- 
cies, and Miſdemeanors, upon Notice of this Rule 
to be given to them reſpectively in the mean Time. 

Here is a Scene opened of glorious Miſchief! Ruin 
is ſtrongly marked in every Line! Incendiary Plots 
have been frequently laid againſt Perſons of Worth 
and Diſtinction ! But who were the Accuſers? A Set 
of low, poor Wretches, who, upon Inquiry, were 
found to be infamous! But who are the Accustrs 
HERE? A Gentleman of Fortune! a Member of 
P t! a Lady of Family! of Fortune! and 
(what is ſtill more ſtrange) of an UMBLEMISHED 
CHARACTER! 

Theſe are dangerous Incendiaries ! for it was not 
to be doubted from their Education—their Fortune 
—their natural Abilities—but their Plan” was well 
laid; and that they had provided and ſecured ſufficient 
W1rTNessEs to ſupport the Charge! What then have 
the Parties accuſed to bring on their Side, to defend 
themſelves againſt ſuch formidable Enemies? Why 
—nothing—but TrxurTu !----ſupported by their own 
FAIR CHARACTERS!——And, indeed, in the worſt 
of Dangers, there needs no other HELMET, 
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On Thur/day the 24th of May laſt, by Appoint- 
ment of the Judges, Council, on Behalf of the Per- 
ſons complained againſt, ſhewed Cauſe why the In- 
formation moved for ſhould not be granted ; and for 
that Purpoſe produced the Affidavit of Sir 
); of which the following is the true Copy. 


Affidavit of W— m W——y, Bart. ſayeth, 


. HAT he never entered into any Conſpiracy 
with the ſaid J- Cl. te, A----n his Wife, 
and R d I/——y, nor any Perſon, to force the 
late Mrs. /}----y againſt her Conlent to ſolemnize a 
Marriage with Deponent ; nor did he ever conſpire 
with any Perſon to charge her with being married to 
him, other than as herein after mentioned; but ſays, 
| ſhe was, by her own Free-will and Conſent, actual- 
ly and lawfully: married to Deponent on the 23d 
Day of September laſt, in the Pariſh-Church of 
C-1 w--h in the County of SY = A: 
That the Acquaintance and Intimacy between De- 
ponent and ſaid Mrs. II hy did not begin, nor 
was it carried on, as ſhe hath ſet forth in her A ffi- 
davit, but in the Manner following, viz. Deponent, 
upon a Return from a Viſit, on the 6th of June laſt, ' 
was informed by his two Sons, (who were then at 
Home for the JW/hitſun-Holidays) that Maſter LH- 
(two Sons of Mrs. }h----y's) with a Man-ſerrant, 
had, in Deponent's Abſence, been at //----y, and 
\ walked in the Gardens there with Deponent's two 
Sons----At which Deponent was ſurpriſed, as there 
was not then, nor had there been for ſome Time, 
any Intimacy between Deponent's Family and ſaid 
Mrs. Wh——y's, but, on the contrary, a great Shy- 
neſs----Fhat Deponent's Sons informed him, they 
were aſked by Maſter J/h-----ys to come to their 
Houſe to drink Tea and play with them, if Depo- 
nent wonld give them Leave, which he conſented to 
And in the Evening, faid * WWh----y ſent a Ser- 
| vant 
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want with her Compliments to Deponent, and to de- 
fire that his Sons might ſtay Supper with her; to 
which Deponent alſo conſented ; and about Ten of 
Clock ſaid Mrs. Hh y ſent them home with 
her eldeſt Son and his Maid, in her Coach: 

That Deponent, reflecting on the Civilities ſhewed 
to his Sons, by ſaid Mrs //h-—=y, waited on her 
the next Day in the Afternoon to acknowledge the 
ſame, and expreſſed himſelf obliged to her for ſuch 
Civilities, and ſtayed and drank Tea with her : 

Saith, he doth not remember ſeeing Mrs. }h----y 
again, until Sunday the 14th of June laſt, at C-/-w-b 
Church in the Morning ; where, after Service was 
over, he handed her into her Coach. And- in the 
Afternoon, Deponent's Servant being at ſaid Church, 
brought Compliments from ſaid Mrs. V. to 
Deponent, requeſting his Company that Afternoon 
to drink Tea with Mr. and Mrs. C—ynd : Where- 
upon he waited upon ſaid Mrs. Wh y at her 
Houſe, and there found ſaid Mr. and Mrs. C—yrd, 
and ſtayed about two Hours: 

That on Thurſday the 18th Day of June, Depo- 
ponent's Brother (Sir R——d g, Bart.) and 
his Lady came from London to Deponent's Houſe, in 
their Way to Jreland, and that Afternoon Mrs. 
Wh------y ſent her Compliments, hoping they were 
well after their Journey, (although ſhe had ne- 
ver ſeen them) and came herſelf the next Day in the 

Afternoon to make them a Viſit: | 

That Deponent, about the Middle of July laſt, be- 
ing about to ſet out for London, waited on ſaid Mrs. 
Wh-———y, to know if ſhe had any Commands 
there, when ſhe begged the Favour of him to bring 
her down a ſmall Parcel in his Cloak-bag, which 
Deponent did : | 
That after Deponent's Return from London, he 
frequently viſited, and conſtantly received Cards 
with Invitations from ſaid Mrs. V ; and, 
upon ſuch Viſits, was generally aſked to ſtay —_— 
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with her, which he always did, and ſtayed moſt of the 
Evenings with her alone—That ſhe, in the Months 
of July and Auguſt laſt, frequently dined and ſup- 
ped with Deponent, at his Houſe at W-—---y,—and 
particularly once when the Biſhop of the Dioceſe, 
and ſeveral others, dined there : 
That on Friday the 7th of Auguſt, Deponent and 
one Mr. J r, (an intimate Friend of his) who was 
then at Deponent's Houſe, viſited Mrs. Jh----y at 
her Houſe, and there ſaw Mrs. E----d, the Wife of 
Mr. £——4, who deſired the ſaid Mrs. Jh----y to 
fix a Day to dine with her at her Houſe at $:--f---d, 
which ſhe accordingly did; and Mrs. E 4 
aſked Peponent and Mr. /-----7 to dine there alſo, 
and Deponent and Mr. Y——-r went to S--f---d in 
Deponent's Landau; and ſoon after Mrs. Wh, 
came; where they ſtayed till Eleven o'Clock,” and 
then came back with ſaid Mrs. 7h , in her 
Coach, being about eleven Miles, to which ſhe made 
no Objection: | 
That after ſaid 7th of Auguſt, he and faid Mr. 
L----r met ſaid Mrs. V at Mr. Cl—-1ss 
" Youſ at Cub, where they drank Tea, played 
at Cards, and ſupped together----and ſayeth, that the 
ſingular Behaviour and friendly Freedom (as Depo- 
nent then underſtood it) of ſaid Mrs. V to- 
wards Deponent, not only at their ſeveral Meetings, 
but when they were alone, induced him to believe, 
that his Addreſſes to her, by way of Marriage, would 
not be diſagrecable, and that he might well hope for 
Succeſs therein Therefore Deponent, in or about 
the Middle of Auguſt laſt, waited on ſaid Mrs. 
Wh , and aſked her Conſent to marry him, 
and was anſwered in the following Words, as near 
[| 3s Deponent can remember: Sir Vm, you can do 
[| much better for yourſelf. But upon further purſu- 
ing his Addreſſes, and earneſtly defiring ſuch Mar- 
riage, the did, at that Meeting, conſent thereto, but 


enjoined Deponent to Secrecy ; and ſome few Days 
| after, 
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after, deſired that the Wedding might be ſo mana- 
ged, as to be kept ſecret, for ſome particular Reaſons 
ſhe had to herſelf; and at the ſame Time aſked De- 
ponent, if he thought Mr. and Mrs. C]----7s might 
be truſted in the Secret, for that the Wedding could 


not be performed without their Knowledge and Af- 


ſiſtance, to which Deponent anſwered in the Affir- 
mative, and preſſed to know her Reaſons for keep- 
ing the ſame Secret ; (alledging they were both inde- 
pendant Perſons)----To which ſhe replied, That if 
her Brother N----y was to know any thing of it---he 
would be down Poſt in Eighteen or twenty Hours, 


and would certainly prevent it; and that the VMb.-y 


Family, at H--y-w—4, would alſo be againſt it: 
That Deponent then, and at other Times, endea- 
voured all in his Power to diſſuade her from having 
{aid Marriage performed in Secret; and propoſed, 
that ſhe ſhould write to her Brother N----y, and ac- 
quaint him of Deponent's Addreſles---- To which ſhe 
conſented----And Deponent did then dictate a Let- 
ter for that Purpoſe, to the Purport and Effect fol- 
lowing----viz. ** That Sir W———m WW ——y, 
* a Neighbouring Gentleman, had made Propoſals 
of Marriage to her; that ſhe had no Objection to 
him, or his Propoſals.---- They both were very 
„ agreeable. But that ſhe would not proceed in an 
Affair of ſuch Importance without previouſly ac- 
„ quainting him with it----Therefore hoped for his 
* Conſent and Approbation.” Upon which, ſhe 
aſked Deponent, it he would run the Riſque of her 
Brother's Anſwer, and be determined by it. To 
which Deponent anſwered, He would not, as ſhe 
had already promiſed to marry him : 
That in a Day or two afterwards, Deponent aſked 
Mrs. B- y, if ſhe had wrote to her Brother -She 
told him, ſhe hag----and had ſent the Letter to che 
Poſt-houſe at Grear-Z-yw--d--But Deponent believes, 
by Reaſon of ſome Inquiries lately made, ſuch Let- 
ter was not ſent to ſaid Mr. Ny. | 


That 
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That Deponent continued afterwards almoſt daily 
to viſit ſaid Mrs, Yh-——y in the moſt public Man- 
ner—and it was public and notorious through the 
whole Neighbourhood, that a Treaty of Marriage 
was on Foot between them : | 

That during the Time of his making his Ad- 
dreſſes to ſaid Mrs. Wh „ J- R ns, Eſq; 
either reſided at &. -, about five or ſix Miles from 
Deponent's Houſe, and about four or five Miles from 
ſaid Mrs. Wh——y's, or at B-d—t— ſituate pretty 
much as near to Deponent's Houſe as ſaid Mrs. 
Wh——y's, and hath been informed, and believes, 
that Mr. R ns, from the Middle of July to the 
12th of October laſt, was never many Miles diſtant 
from thoſe Places, nor above two or three Days, if 
any, out of the County of S Fd. — And believes, 
that Mr. R——2s was frequently informed, and ful- 
ly apprized of Deponent's making his Addreſſes to 
ſaid Mrs. Wh before Deponent's Marriage 
with her—And that Mr. R 1s was told, by ſe- 
veral Perſons, in the Month of September laſt, that 
it was reported and generally believed, that ſaid 
Mrs. Wh y was actually married to Deponent 
—And yet Deponent had never the leaſt Intimation, 
either from Mr. R 1s or any other Perſon, that 
faid Mr. R ns was married to ſaid Mrs. T-, 
till he was informed thereof by Mr. H--k--z on the 
20th of Oclober laſt, as after- mentioned. 

That not being able to prevail on Mrs. Wh——y 
to be married in public, he, at her Requeſt, con- 
ſented to be married in private: 

That ſaid Mr. /——-7 being made privy to ſaid 
intended Marriage, and a Confidant therein, as well 
by ſaid Mrs. 5h as Deponent, about the 
i9th of Auguſt laſt became bound with Deponent in 
the uſual Bond preparatory to Marriage by Licence; 
and ſaid Licence was filled up, and the fame were 
executed at faid Mr. Cl——4ss Houſe, in the Pre- 


| ſence and with the Conſent of ſaid Mrs, 9 | 
an 
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and when ſhe was in her perfect Senſes and Under- 
ſtanding : 

That faid Mr. r (at Deponent's Deſire) on or 
about the 17th or 18th of Auguſt laſt, waited on ſaid 
Mrs. Wh y, in order to fix with her the Day 
of Marriage; and ſaid Mr. x, on his Return, 
informed Deponent—that ſhe had fixed the ſame 
for Tueſday the 25th Day of Auguſt laſt, being the 
firſt Day of Litchfield Races, and had alledged—— 
that as her Servants were to be there—the Marriage 
might the better be kept ſecret. 

Saith, That the Day of Marriage being fixed as 
aforeſaid, Deponent did give Mr. — a Paper- 
writing, which Deponent had prepared, and defired 
him to tranſcribe and take it to her 79 be executed be- 
fore the Marriage; which Writing purported to be a 
Releaſe of Dower, which ſhe might claim upon De- 
ponent's Eſtate, in caſe of his Death before her's. 
Which Paper-writing Mr. Y——r was to carry to 
her to ſign ; but was prevented by a Meſſage from 
her deſiring to ſee Deponent, who waited on her 
accordingly—and produced the ſaid Paper-writing ; 
which, after ſhe had read and peruſed, ſhe ſeemed 
to diſlike, and ſaid, that ſhe would conſider of it; 
on which Account, the Day of Marriage, which was 
fixed for the 25th of Auguſt, was poſtponed ; and 
this Deponent then declared, that he could not mar- 
ry her on any other Terms than that of relinquiſhing 
Dower as aforeſaid, as it might greatly prejudice De- 
ponent's Children. 

That having been informed, by three credible Per- 
ſons, that R—d D——/y, the chief Man-ſervant to 
Mrs. V by, had ſpoke diſreſpectfully of her, De- 
ponent ſent for him, and on or about the 21ſt of 


Auguſt examined him as to the Truth of what he had 


ſaid, in order, as much as in him lay, to ſtop any fur- 
ther Reports. When it appearing to Deponent, that 
ſad D—y had actually ſpoke the Words with which he 
was charged, and which very much reflected 650 — 
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Miſtreſs; Deponent reprimanded him for the ſame, 
but apprehended, that what ſaid D-—y had ſaid, 
was ſpoke more out of Deſign to prejudice Depo- 
nent in his Opinion of his Miſtreſs, and to prevent 
Deponent's Marriage, than from any Foundation of 
Truth—For, that in caſe of Deponent's Marriage 
with her, ſaid D -y would probably loſe his Ser- 
vice—That the Words ſo charged to be ſpoken by 
ſaid D——y were—That He (ſaid D-—y) could, or 
would, bring his ſaid Miſtreſs on her Knees for her 
former Sins, or to that Effect; and it appearing to 
Deponent, that D | 
Deponent propoſed to him to ſign a Paper, acknow- 
ledging his Crime, and to aſk his Lady's Pardon, in 
order to clear her Character, which began to be aſ- 
perſed by Reaſon of ſaid Words: And faid Mr. /--r 
(who was then preſent) having drawn up a Paper for 
that Purpoſe, the ſaid R—d D—y then freely ſigned 


the ſame ; which Paper is in the Words following, 
VIZ. | 
V EAS I R—d D, Livery Servant 

to Mrs A—n Wh——y, Vidow, of Wh—y 
Wood, in the County of St--f--d, do hereby declare, in 


the Preſence of the Rev. Mr. Cl—ts, Curate of the 


Pariſh of C-l-w-h, in ſaid County, and B— n V—r, 
of the City of Dublin, Gent. That I have ſpoke ſome 
baſe and injurious Expreſſions of my Lady, the ſaid 
Mrs. Wh—y, before ſome of Sir W—m W——y's 
Servants at W- hall: Now 1 do hereby declare, that 
my ſaid Expreſſions, then and there uttered, were falſe 
end ſcandalous, and that I know nothing bad or crimi- 
nal ever done or tranſacted by ſaid ady And do bere- 
by moſt humbly aſk her Pardon for the ſaid injurious 
Expreſſions. Witneſs my Hand the 21ſt Day of Au- 


guſt, 1752. 
| R—p D—-y. 


Witneſs, 1 | Hg 


That 


y had ſpoken thoſe Words, 
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That ſome Time after ſaid D-—y had ſigned 
ſaid Paper, Deponent being at Mrs. H y'S 
Houſe, ſhe appeared very uneaſy, and exclaimed 
vehemently againſt ſuch Examination of her Ser- 
vant, alledging, that from the Words ſaid to be thus 
ſpoken, it might be ſuppoſed ſhe had been guilty of 
ſome enormous Crime, derogatory to her Honour, 
or to that Effect. Whereupon Deponent told her, 
that to convince her that he had no diſreputable 
Thoughts of her, he would, upon the Terms propo- 
ſed, marry her next Day publickly. 

Saith, That afterwards, in the Month of Auguf, 
but on what Day particularly cannot remember, but 
believes it might be about the 26th of Auguſi—ſaid 
Mr. Cl—ts came to Deponent in the Afternoon, and 
told him ſaid Mrs. //þ—y was at his Houſe, and 
deſired to ſpeak to Deponent; and Deponent went 
with ſaid Mr. Cl—s to his Houſe, and there found 
ſaid Mrs. Ah. in the Parlour, ſitting on a 
Couch — And, Deponent fitting down by her, ſhe 
began to talk about her Servant's being examined, 
imagining it might give Deponent an ill Opinion of 
her, and then began to cry, reſting her Head on 
Deponent's Breaſt ; and Deponent was very much 
concerned at her Uneaſineſs, and ſaid every Thing 
in his Power to prevent her crying That he did 
not think any Ill of her on account of ſaid Words 
—And to convince her of the Truth thereof, pro- 
poſed to marry her the next Day, or when ſhe plea- 
ſed. Soon afterwards ſhe ceaſed crying, and ſeem- 
ingly tainted away, Upon which Deponent defired 
Mr. Cl—s to bring her ſome Hartſhorn, which was 
ſoon brought, and held to her Noſe. Deponent 
then called for a Glaſs of Water, and put ſome 
Hartſhorn therein, and gave it her to drink ; which 
ſhe drank accordingly—That ſoon after ſaid Faint- 
ing- Fit, ſhe ſeemed to fall into an Hyſteric-Fit, and 
continued therein three Quarters of an Hour, or 
thereabouts—That during all the Time ſhe —_ — 
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. thoſe Fits, Deponent had his Arm under her Head 
— That the, the ſaid Mrs. J/h———y, often cried 
out, and ſaid That / r had done this to break 
the Match— And then further ſaid, I will never in- 
jure Sir /——— or his Children—And ſeveral times 
cried out, and repeated thoſe Words—** Mr. Cl.-ts, 
where's Sir W/——m ?2—T love him—Send for him 
Pray, Mr. Cl——s, ſend for him”—and many 
more Words to the like Effect, though Deponent 
was then and there fitting by her, as aforeſaid ; and 
Deponent then aſked Mrs. C,, If ſhe thought 
Mrs. Wh knew what ſhe ſaid, alledging, he 
never knew, or heard, a Perſon ſpeak ſo rationally 
in a Fit before; and believes, that when ſaid Mrs. 
Wh was ſeemingly recovered from ſaid Fit, 
he, and ſaid Mr. C!---ts, and his Wife, were ſtand- 
ing by her; but is poſitive that ſaid Mr. CI -s had 
no Pook in his Hand at that Time, or at any Time 
that Evening or Night, in Sight of Deponent ; and 
ſays, That ſoon after ſaid Mrs. Yh was re- 
covered, ſhe drank Tea, played at Cards, ſupped, 
and ſpent the Evening at ſaid Mr. Cl---!s's, and 
ſeemed pertectly well; was very merry---and, about 
Eleven o'Clock, voluntarily took Deponent home 
with her in her Coach, and, by the Way, ſeemed 
well pleated with his Company, and was very fa- 
miliar. That Deponent handed her from her Coach 
into her Parlour, and left her in good Health, and 
was afterwards, after ſtaying a few Minutes with 
her, (it being late) carried home in her Coach--- 
And ſays, that he has, to the beſt of his Knowledge, 
Remembrance, and Belief, above related the Whole 
of what happened at Mr. CI.—1 s Houſe, on the 
Day Mrs. 1 — 5 was in the Fit, as aforeſaid, 
relating to her and Deponent; and chat the Account 
given thereof by Mrs. V. , in her Affida- 
vit, is e falſe. 

Denies that, when ſaid Mrs. /h———y recover- 


ed from her Fits, or at any time that Day, to the 
Know- 
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Knowledge or Belief of Deponent, ſaid Mr. CI 27 
did charge ſaid Mrs. /þ y with being marri- 
ed to Deponent—Nor did he hear any Converſation 
of that Sort; nor doth believe, that any ſuch Con- 
verſation paſſed ; nor did Deponent ever charge, in- 
ſinuate, or pretend, that ſaid Mrs. J/h was 
ever married to him on the Day ſhe was in ſuch 
Fit, as aforeſaid, or at any Time till ſaid 23d of Sep- 
tember : 

Denies that any Paper-writing was ever ſigned by 
ſaid Mrs. 1} Y, or tendered to her, of any 
ſuch Purport as ſet forth in her Affidavit--And that 
ſhe ever vomited that Day, when ſhe appeared in 
ſuch Fit, to the Knowledge or Belief of Deponent ; 
or that ſhe ever, that Day, or at any Time after, in 
the Hearing of Deponent, declared, or pretended, 
that any Wine, or other Liquor, given her by Mrs. 
ts, had cauſed ſuch Fit, or given her any fort of 
IIlneſs: 8 

Says, That from the Day Mrs. /h——y had ſuch 
Fit, as aforeſaid, Deponent almoſt daily continued 
his Viſits and Addrefles to ſaid Mrs. /b——y, and 
ſhe ſtill freely conſented to marry him: 

That on Saturday the 2971 ü Day or AUuGusT— 
ſaid Mr. --r left Deponent's Houſe, and went for 
Ireland, having before wrote a Letter to ſaid Mrs. 
Wh , without Deponent's Knowledge or Pri- 
vity ; a Copy whereof he left with Deponent ſealed 
up, deſiring Deponent to read it after he was gone; 
which Deponent did, and found the Subject of it 
was, to compliment Mrs. Vo- y on her approaching 
Marriage, and to expoſtulate with her concerning 
her ſigning the ſaid Releaſe of Dower, telling her, 
that Deponent ought to make a Proviſion thereout 
for any Children he might have by her; and as ſhe 
had an affluent Fortune already for Lite, which 
would revert at her Death to her Children by the 
late Mr. J/þ---y, ſhe ought not, in Prejudice to De- 
ponent's Children, or any Children he might have 
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by her, to inſiſt on Dower; and telling her, that the 
Relations of Deponent's Family could not viſit her 
on any Terms, as ſhe would have it in her Power 
to injure the Children of Deponent's Family in ſo ſe- 
vere a Manner : 

That in the Afternoon of ſaid 29th of Auguſt, 
Deponent received from ſaid Mrs, JYh---y the follow- 


ing Letter, all wrote by her own Hand, (viz.) 
SI K, 
AM obliged to go out this Afternoon, but ſhall re- 
1 turn Home between Seven and Eight O'Clock : If 
yon are not engaged at that Time, I. hall be extremely 
glad to ſe: you. I was this Morning favoured with a 
Letter from Mr. V---r, I am only ſorry that he 
ſhould judge ſo hardly of one, who, in ſpite of him, 
and all the World, will ever be a ſincere Well-wiſher tc 
_ yourſelf and Family. 


I am, 
STR, 
Your Moſt Obliged, 
Saturday, 
4 9 Clock, | Humble Servant, 


A- Wh-----Y. 


That in the Evening of faid Day, Deponent 
waited on Mrs. //þ---y at her Houſe, and from 
thence, till the 23d Day of September, viſited her al- 
moſt every Day, either at her own Houſe, or at Mr. 
Cl s, and allo diſcourſed with her about the 
Application of her Jointure, ſhe inſiſting that Depo- 

nent ought not to receive the Whole for his own 
Uſe, when, at laſt, it was agreed, that Deponent 
ſhould receive only 3-04, a Year of her former Join- 


ture of 400 l. a Year; and that the Reſidue * 
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of, together with 160/. a Year, which ſhe was other- 


wiſe intitled to, and in Poſſeſſion of, ſhe ſhould have 


to her ſeparate Uſe; and that Deponent ſhould pro- 
vide for any C' ildren he might have by her, in the 
fame Manner as for his preſent younger Children ; ; 
and a Paper-writing was accordingly prepared for 
that Purpoſe, by Deponent and Mr. C. 46, with 
her Conſent. 

Says, That ſaid Mrs. 1 very frequently 
told Deponent, that ſhe wiſhed ſhe did but love her- 
ſelf half ſo well as the loved him; that from the 
Time of his firſt making his Addreſſes to her, ſhe 
never gave him any Denial: 

That on or about the 20th or 21ſt Days of — 
ber laſt, Deponent and his Nephew, Lieut. R 
Wl —y, were invited by ſaid Mr. C ts to come 
to his Houſe, play at Cards, and ſpend the Evening, 
which they accordingly did, where they found Mrs. 
Whe———y ; ttaycd ate —and, juſt before parting, 
Mrs. I/þh— y aſked Deponent, his Nephew, and 
Mr. and Mrs. CI ts to come to her Houſe the 
Saturday following, being ms 23d of September laſt, 
to drink Tea, and ſpend the Evening: 

Savs, 1 hat on that Day, ſoo! ati Depcnent had 
Tined, Mr. Cl——:s came to Deponent's Houle, 
ſeemingly in a great Hurry, telling Depouent and 
his Nephew, that Mrs. //L- y nad dined that 
Day at his Houſe, and had ſent him for D-ponent 
and his N-phew to come directly, and that fome- 
thing had happened to prevent the Meeting at ſaid 
Mrs. 1/h y's that Afternoon; and accoroing- 
ly Deponent and his Nephew followed Mr. C!—ts 
home; and as ſoon as Deponent came into the 
Houte, Mrs. C! i met him, and told him, Mrs. 
Hh had a mind to be married to him that 
Afternoon: Upon which Depcnent replied, It was 
ſhort Warning However, be would then be mar- 
ried with all his Heart; and Ci ts then told De- 
ponent, that ſaid Mrs. //h-——y would then execute 
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the Releaſe of Dower; and ſoon afterwards De 
nent and his Nephew, after taking a little Walk 
out, went into the Church at C-/-ww--h, at the Door- 
place, fronting the Street, and then faw the ſaid 
Mrs. Jh——y, Mr. and Mrs. Cl-—ts in the 
Church : 

That on ſame Day, previous to ſaid Marriage, 
the reſpective Writings, prepared and agreed on as 
aforeſaid, were duly-executed by Deponent and faid 
Mrs. Wh—y in C-l-w--h Church,—and particular- 
ly the ſame Writing which Mrs. //þ——y ſome time 
before had refuſed to execute—and the ſame were 
witneſſed by Lieut. I- and the ſaid Mr. ts. 
—After which, ſaid Mr. Cl—7s began to perform 
the Marriage-Ceremony, and Deponent not having 
a Ring, ſaid Mrs. /þ—y officiouſly and voluntarily 
took a Ring from her Finger, and gave it to Depo- 

nent to uſe, at the proper Part of the Ceremony 
And Deponent did accordingly place the Ring on 
ſaid Mrs. /h—y's Finger, in the uſual Manner, 
and Lieut. J/—y gave her away to Deponent in 
Marriage ; and Deponent was then duly married to 
Mrs. Aby in C-l1-w--b Church, by ſaid Mr. Cl--ts, 
between the Hours of Five and Six o'Clock in the 
Afternoon, according to the Rites and Ceremonics 
of the Church of England: 

Says, That after the Ceremony was over, Depo- 
nent and his Wife (as he then took her to be) ſaid 
Mr. C ts and his Wife, and Lieut, H---y, all re- 
turned to Mr. Cl---:s's Houſe, and all drank Wine, 
and the uſual Ceremonies of wiſhing Joy paſled ; 
and Lieut. -i then drank Mrs. þ---y's Health, 
by the Name of Lady V-, which ſhe accepted, 
and afterwards drank Tea----But before they fat 
down to Cards, Mrs. Wh---y inſiſted on Mr. Cl--ts': 
ſwearing on the Bible, not to diſcover the Marriage 
till Deponent and the ſhould come to Church again 
to be married publickly, or till ſhe and Deponent 
ſhould publickly declare the ſame.---From which Re- 
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ſolution Deponent endeavoured to diſſuade her, ur- 
ging, that Mr, C|-—+75, being a Clergyman, had 
already given his Word and Honour to keep the 
Marriage ſecret; notithiſtanding which, ſhe inſiſted 
on Mr. Cl-——ts's fetching a Bible, and .ſwearing 
thereon, to keep ſecret ſaid Marriage ; which Oath 
Mr. CI ts accordingly took. That the ſaid Com- 
pany, together with Mr. 4 — and M—l Cl——ts 
(who afterwards came into the Room) fat down to 
Cards, ſtayed Supper, ſpent the Evening chearfully, 
till Eleven o'Clock at Night, and then the ſaid Mrs. 
Wh took Deponent and his Nephew in her 
Coach over /—— Bridge, where the Roads to 
their ſeveral Houſes parted ; when Deponent and 
his Nephew got out of the Coach, and Deponent ſaid 
to her, This is an unprecedented Thing, for a Bride 
and Bridegroom to part on the Wedding-Night! 
But Deponent ſays, That though they parted that 
Night, /aid Marriage between Deponent and ſaid Mrs. 
Wh y was afterwards, by her Free-will and 
Conſent, duly conſummated by her and Deponent, who, 
after ſaid Marriage, were often together alone, both 
at Deponent's Houſe, and alſo in ſaid Mrs. Th—91's 
Bed-chamber, at her Houſe at /h——y-woed : 

That before ſaid Settlement or Paper-writing, as 
executed by Deponent, was reduced into the Form 
it now is, he received from the ſaid Mr. C/ ts 
a Draught thereof, which ſaid C, told Depc- 
nent, he had wrote, by the Deſire of Mrs. L-, 
and that the ſame was dictated by her ; which De- 
ponent, after making ſome Alterations, as to the 
Form, returned back to the ſaid Cl—ts; and faith, 
that the Paper-writing, ſo executed by Deponent, 
previous to ſaid Marriage, is in the Words, and to 
the Effect following, viz. 
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Articles of Agreement made and concluded on the 2 34 
Day ef September, 1752, as follows: 


2 HE R 1 AS a Marriage is intended 10 be ſclemni- 

dd beterern Sir WM—m W—y, of W—y, in the 
Cnnty of « d, Baronet, of the one Part, and A 
Why, WWidiw and Relift of J—n Wh—y, of 
Wh—y-wood, in the ſaid County, Eq, deceaſed, of 
the other Par. Nes it is her eby creed and conſented 
4, on the Part of ſaid 'N—m W—y, that as fon as 
the ſaid intended Marriage takes Effet, that he, in 
Conſideration of the aunuaul Sum of Three Hundred 
Pounis 19 be paid hin: by the ſaid A— Why, clear 
of all Deductions whatſrever, by haif- yearly Payments 
the firfl Payment of One Hundred and Fifty Povnds 
tn begin and to be made within Six Calendar Months 
from "the Date heren: That the ſaid Sir W—m W—y 
does hereby quit all Right, Claim, or Pretence what ſ1- 
ever, to all and every Part of the reft of her Jointure, 
Rent charge, or Annuity, which the ſaid A— 1s now 
in the actual Poſſeſſion of; and that fhe ſhall receive the 
Whole, and every Part thereof, entirely to her own Uſe, 
Provided the ſaid annual Sum of Three Hundred Pounds 
is duly paid to the ſaid Sir W—m W y by the 
faid A— Wh y, and not otheriziſe: And he the 
aid Sir W—m W—y does alſo promiſe and agree 10 
malte the ſame Proviſion for, and give the ſame Portion 
zo any Child, or Children, which he ſball happen to 
have by the ſaid A— Wh—y, as is made, or he ſball 
give io any younger Child, or Children which be had by 
his former Wife, Dame A- W---y. In Witneſs 
. whereof I bave ſet my Hand and Seal the Day and Zear 


above written. 
W--1 W---y, (L. S.) 


Signed, ſealed and delivered in the Preſence of us, 


y. 


n-. 


Which 


_  W79..- 3 


be. 0... 


— 
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Which ſaid Paper-writing was wrote on a Six-penny 
Stamp, and, after the. Execution thereof, delivered 
to ſaid Mrs. h. y, who hath the ſame now in her 
Cuſtody and Power, as Deponent believes, unleſs 
ſhe hath deſtroyed the ſame : 

Saith, That the Paper-writing, ſo ſigned by ſaid 
Mrs. H/h----y, previous to ſaid Marriage, is now in 
Deponent's Cuſtody or Power, wrote on a Six-penny 
Stamp, and in the Words following, (v1z.) 


Articles of Agreement made and concluded on this 
Twenty-ſecond Day of September, in the Year 
of our Lord 19752, between Sir W m 
W x" y, in the County of 
St (-d, Bart. of the one Part, and A 
Wh-—y, Widow and Relift of J—n Wh 7 

E; of Wh——y-wood, in the ſaid County, and 
Pariſh of C--|--w----h, deceaſed, on the other 
Part. | 


IJ HEREAS a Marriage is intended to be had 

and ſolemniged between the ſaid Sir W m 
W y and the ſaid A—— Wh-—y, I. is 
hereby agreed aud conſented to, on the Part of the 
ſaid A — Wh——y, that in caſe ſhe ſhall hap- 
pen to ſurvive the ſaid Sir W m W Y, 
and become his Widow, that then ſhe conſents and 
agrees to be ſatisfied and contented with her preſent 
Fointure, Dower, or Thirds, charged on, and pay- 
able out of the Eſtate and Lands of the ſaid J—n 
Wh——y, her late Huſband; and fhall, nor will, 
not lay any Title, Right, or Claim 1 any Join 
ture, Dower, or Thirds, from, or out of the E/- 
tate, or Eflates, Lands or Tenements of the ſaid 
Sir m W--—-y : But does, for herſelf, 


for ever quit Claim to, and diſcharge the ſaid El, 
tate or Eſtates, Lands and Tenements, from any 
Payment, Sum or Sums of Money to her whatſoever. 


F 4 In 


_ 
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In Witneſs whereof 1 have ſet my Hand and Seal the 
Day and Year above-written. 


A— Wu—v. (L. S.) 


Signed, ſealed and delivered in the Preſence of us, 
R—d W—y, | | 
J—n Cl—ts, 


Deponent ſaith, The ſaid laſt-mentioned Paper-wri- 
ting was originally dated the 22d Day of Auguſt, i 
was intended then to have been executed; but pre 
vious to the Execution thereof, the Word Auguſt was 
eraſed by Deponent, and the Word September inſert— 
ed by Deponent inſtead thereof : But Deponent did 
not alter the Day of the Month, which was the Rea- 
ſon of its being dated the 22d of September inſtead of 
the 23d, the Day it was executed. And Deponent 
faith, his ſaid Nephew is a Witneſs to the Execu- 
tion of ſaid Paper-writing ; and that he did not come 
into $--f--d/bire on his ſaid Viſit to Deponent, till the 
Week in which Deponent was married as aforeſaid, 
and did not ſtay with Deponent above nine Days in 
the whole—and, for a Year or two before that Time, 
his faid Nephew had not ſeen ſaid Mrs. Wh—y, as 
Deponent believes; from which it is very manifeſt, 
that ſaid Writing, fo executed by ſaid Mrs. Mu, 
was not executed in the Month of Auguſt, as ſet forth 
in her Affidavit, and that all her Pretenſions and Al- 
legations, concerning the ſame, are merely fictitious: 

Saith, That ſaid Mrs. J/h—y never executed any 
other Paper-writing to Deponent, nor was any other 
Writing between her and Deponent, or in any Man- 
ner concerning them, ever offered or tendered to 
her, to ſign, to the Knowledge or Belief of Depo- 
nent, than ſaid Paper-writing, ſo executed by hen, 
and witneſſed by ſaid Lieut. //—y, as aforeſaid : 

Saith, That ſoon after ſaid Marriage, ſaid Mrs. 
Wi ——y requeſted Deponent to part with his 
Houle in London, ſaying, She did not care * go 

t there, 


The Widow of the Wood. 73 


there, but rather choſe to live altogether in the 
Country; and that when both their Incomes were 
added together, there would be a Saving for younger 
Children, in caſe they ſnould have any: And further 
ſaid, That as he, Deponent, liked London, he might 
go there for two or three Months, whenever he 
pleaſed, and leave her in the Country To which 
Deponent anſwered, that he would take her there the 
next Spring, and afterwards he would do as ſhe 
pleaſed: And ſays, That ſhe then told Deponent, 
that her Maid, M—y N—t:, knew of her's and De- 
ponent's Marriage, or ſuſpected it: 

Saith, That on Tueſday the 26th Day of the afore- 
ſaid Month of September, ſaid Mrs. N-, toge- 
ther with Mr. and Mrs. C. ts, and Lieut. }/-—y, 
and other Company, dined at Deponent's Houle ; 
and, without Ceremony, ſhe; ſaid late Mrs. M-, 
as Lady W——y, then ſeated herſelf at the Head of 
Deponent's Table ; and though the reſt of the Com- 
pany, after Dinner, went out to walk for two Hours, 
and upwards, ſhe, Mrs. Y-, choſe rather to 
ſtay with Deponent, which ſhe accordingly did, no 
other Company but themſelves being left there. 
And on the next Day afterwards, Deponent went, in 
the Afternoon, to the Houſe of Mrs. . , and 
ſtayed Supper with her ;—and ſaid Mrs. //þ——y 
then deſired Deponent to go from home for a few 
Days or a Week, in order to remove any Suſpicion 
of their Marriage, which Deponent conſented to; 
and faith, That about Eleven o'Clock at Night, when 
Deponent was preparing to return Home, ſhe, ſaid 
Mrs. Wh Y, fell into Tears, and, leaning her 
Head on Deponent's Neck, continued crying for 
fome Time ; at wnich Deponent was much concern- 
ed, imagining her Uncaſmeſs aroſe on his going 
from Home. Deponent ſaid, He had no Buſineſs 
out, and would ſtay ; to which ſaid Mrs. /h——y 
replied, You muſt go; I will make myſelf as eaſy as 
I can till your Return.—And accordingly * 
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. ſet out the next Day, and returned on the Sunday 
Morning following, being tlie 1ſt of Oober, and ſoon 
after his Arrival ſent a Card to the late Mrs. , 
to acquaint her with his Return, and that he as 
ſee her in the Afternoon—And then coming to the 
Houſe of ſaid Mrs. I „in the Afternoon, 
found her in Bed, with Part of her Cloaths on, ſcem- 
ingly very ill, which he was very much ſurpriſed at, 
as he had but a few Days before left her in perfect 
Health; and Deponent then aſked her the Cauſe of 
her Illneſs, and ſhe anſwered, that ſhe had got a ſore 
Throat, a violent Cough, and Pain in her Side—and 
ſhe then, and at other Times, often ſaid to Depo- 
nent, that they muſt go to C-- J--w—h Church, and 
be re-married publickly. 

Says, That on or about the 5th or 6th of 5 
aforeſaid Month of October —ſhe, ſaid Mrs. Ih — 
deſired Deponent to go to her late Huſband's No. 
ther, Brother, and Siſter, at Hy — d, and con- 
ſult with them, if ſhe, ſaid Mrs. 1h , might 
not have the Guardianſhip of her Sons by her former 
Huſband ; for that ſhe apprehended ſhe could not 
have the ſame by the Will of her late Huſband; 
and if they refuſed their Conſent thereto, to deſire 
that Deponent ſhould have the Care of her and ſaid 
Children.—Ana Deponent went to H—-yw—d ac- 
cordingly, and had a very ſatisfactory Aniwer from 
ſaid Mrs. I y, the Mother, and Mr. E—--4 
Wh——y the Brother-in-Law of ſaid Mrs. TH-. 

Saith, That on Thurſday the 12th of October taſt, 
aid late Mrs. 1h—- —-y ſent a Card to him, Deponent, 
by her Servant Rid D----y, about Eleven o' Clock 
in the Morning, deſiring to ſee Deponent in the 
Evening—And Deponent, reading the Card, told 
the Servant, (as the Truth was} that he was juſt g0- 
ing to aſk the Lady how ſhe did, and accordingly 
Deponent went to {ee her; and meeting with M—y 
N—+t, her Servant, at the Door, aſked her how 


her Lady did, and was anſwered, That ſbe was very 
| comicul. 
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comical. Upon which Deponent aſked ſaid M—y 
N—+t what ſhe meant by ſaying her Miſtreſs was 
comical—and ſaid M—y N—t replied—Really, Sir, 
[I think fhe is very comical ! and then told Deponent, 
that her ſaid Miſtreſs had got up before Eleven o' 
Clock, and dreſſed herſelf—and that ſhe had but 
little Sleep in the Night, and ſhe found herſelf faint 
and fatigued with dreſſing, and was laid down on 
the Bed—And Deponent being informed, that ſhe 
was awake, went up into the ſaid Mrs, Why 8 
Room, and there found her in, or lying on the Bed, 
quite dreſſed, with only a Quilt over her; and the 
then complained with being taken ill, and faint with 
drefling herſelf, and of having had little or no Sleep 
in the Night; and then deſired Deponent to ſhut 
the Window-Shutters. and draw the Curtains, for 
that ſhe believed ſhe could get ſome Sleep; which 
D ponent did—and ſhe then deſired to ſee Deponent 
in the Evening, upon which Deponent went away. 
And on the fame 12th of O#ober, in the Evening, 
Mr. 7— H—k—1, an Attorney at S!--f--d, ſent 
a Meſſage to Deponent from the Houſe of Mr. 7-1 
D.— un, at W——y Bridge, that if he, Deponent, 
was not engaged, he, ſaid H- u, would wait upon 
Deponent, having ſomething to fay to him ; to which 
Meſſage Deponent anſwered, that he ſhould preſent- 
ly come that Way, {it being in the Road to Mrs. 
Wh y, whither he then ſoon intended to go) 
and would call upon him ; which Deponent accord- 
ingly did—And faid Mr. HA then told Depo- 
nent, that he was come on a very diſagreeable Sub- 
ject, which was, to let Deponent know that he, ſaid 
Mr. H--k--nu, had, that Afternoon, carried Mrs. 
R 2s, meaning the late Mrs. //h———y, to her 
Huſband, Mr. R- ns, at St--f--d;----and fur- 
ther ſaid, that they (meaning the ſaid Mr. R-----xs 
and ſaid late Mrs. h- y) had been married a 
long Time, and had lain 3 at B--dq--t, and at 


her ſaid late Mrs, Wh=——y's Houſe, and alſo at 
ſaid 


ſaid Mr. R 
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ſaid Mr. R 
ſaid to Deponent, that her Illneſs (meaning ſaid 
Mrs. Wh y's) was all feigned; and that he, 
faid H--k--n, by what he had heard, and was told, 
thought ſaid Mrs. }h y had been then Lady 
W———y ;----and that he, ſaid H--k--n, was ſent 
by Mr. R ns to bring his Wife home: 
Says, He was greatly ſurpriſed at what ſaid Mr, 
H--k--n related to Deponent ; for, till that Time, 
Deponent had not the leaſt Knowledge, Intimation, 
or Belief, that ſaid Mrs, V y was married to 
ſaid F——n R—-ns, as before ſet forth; and ex- 
preſſed ſuch Surpriſe to ſaid J—n H--k--n ;—and 
Deponent did then inſiſt to know directly when, 
and where, and by whom, ſaid R— ns and 
Mrs. Wþ--y were married—And did allo defiretoſpeak 
to the Lady——To which ſaid H- anſwered, 


that he would deliver Deponent's Meſſage that 


Night to ſaid Mr. R s, and bring his Anſwer the 
next Mozxning—And ſays, ſaid Mr. Hen, the next 
Morning, being the 13th of O#ober laſt, came to 
Deponent's Houſe, and there acquainted him, that 
ns had ſent ſaid H--k--x to let Depo- 
nent know, that he, ſaid R 1s, and Mrs. Ih-, 
were married in June, then, and now, laſt paſt, at 
C---ile Church, near S- fd, by the Rev. Mr. C -e. 
—Whereupon Deponent told ſaid Mr. HA. -u, that 
Deponent did then decline deſiring to ſpeak to the 
Lady, or to that Effect; and told him, that he needed 
not to ſay any more---and ſent his, Deponent's Com- 
pliments to Mr. R us and the Lady—which was 
all that happened between Deponent and ſaid Hu, 
to the beſt of Deponent's Remembrance and Belief, 
Deponent, upon ſuch Information of a prior Marriage 
between ſaid R -, and Mrs. /——y, not think- 
ing it proper to diſcover ſaid Marriage between her 
and Deponent : 

Says, That from the firſt of Oclober, beforemen- 
tioned, ſaid Mrs. Hh -y continued, whenever 


De- 


* 


15's Houſe at S:--f--d.----And alſo 
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Deponent viſited her, ſeemingly very ill; complain- 
ing of a ſore Throat, a Cough, and a Pain in her 
Side, until the aforeſaid 12th Day of O#ober, when 
ſhe was carried to S d as aforeſaid. But Depo- 
nent ſays, that beſides the few Days he went from 
home, at ſaid Mrs. Vl y's Deſire, there was 
ſcarce a Day but that he, Deponent, viſited her; 
yet never ſaw any Phyſician, or Apothecary, or Sur- 
geon, to bleed her, though ſhe was often requeſted 
by Deponent to conſent thereto :—But ſhe always 
made Anſwer to him, that ſhe had often been in that 
Way before, and had taken no Medicine—and that 
her Complaint would go off, and to that Effect : 

Denies, That any ſuch Converſation paſſed be- 
twixt ſaid Mrs. A y and Deponent, on the 
Morning after ſaid 26th of Auguſt laſt, or at any 
other Time afterwards, relating to the Liquor pre- 
tended to be drank, or the Paper-writing, pretended 
to be ſigned by ſaid Mrs. .-, at faid Cl—ts's 
Houſe, on the ſaid 26th of Auguſt, or the Marriage 
pretended to be then and there had between ſaid 
Mrs. Wh-———y and Deponent—or the Book pre- 
tended to be then produced, as is moſt falſely and 
untruly charged in and by the Affidavits of ſaid late 
Mrs. Nh, N 4 D-, and M—y t, 
or to any ſuch Purport and Effect as is charged and 
expreſſed in ſaid Affidavits: But on the contrary, 
Deponent ſays, that ſaid late Mrs. /þ———y, on 
the Morning after ſhe had been in ſuch Fit, at Mr. 
Cl—:3s's, as aforeſaid, when Deponent went to wait 
on her, appeared to Deponent in perfect Health, and 
good Spirits, and received Deponent with great Ci- 
vility and Reſpect. | 

Allo denies, That any ſuch Converſation or Diſ- 
courſe paſſed between ſaid late Mrs. Hh y and 


Deponent a few Days, or at any Time before, or alter 
the 2 3d of September, about Deponent's meeting with 
Diſcouragement from ſaid Mrs. J/þ——y, or deſiſt - 
ing from making any further Addreſſes to her, or 

about 
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about his propoſing to leave / =, as is moſt 
falſely and untruly charged in her Affidavit ;- or any 
Converſation, or Diſcourſe, to that, or the like Pur- 
port and Effect; or which had any the leaſt Ten- 
dency thereto. But, on the contrary, Deponent fays, 
The faid, Mrs. V y, at all Times he was in 
her Company, and in all Converſations he had with 
her, relating to their intended Marriage, after he 
had propoſed himſelf to her as aforeſaid, previous to 
their ſaid Marriage, on ſaid 23d of September, ex- 
preſſed great Regard and Affection for Deponent : 

Further ſays, 'That on next Day, being Sunday the 
24th of September, he, Deponent, after Morning- 
Service was over at C-l-w--h Church, went to ſaid 
Mrs. Wh——y in the Church-yard, and handed her 
to her Coach ; and after Evening-Service was over, 
on ſame Day, and not before, ſaid Mrs. Wh-——y 
told Deponent, that her Servant, M—y N——r:, 
either knew of her, ſaid Mrs. % —9's and Depo- 
nent's Marriage, or ſuſpected it, or to that Effect; 
and ſeemed uneaſy at ſaid Marriage being publickly 
talked of. But Deponent denies, that any ſuch Con- 
verſation or Diſcourſe paſſed between ſaid Mrs, 
Wh y and Deponent, either in the Church- 
yard at C-/-w--h, or at the Houſe of ſaid Mrs. Wh--y, 
on ſaid 24th or 25th Days of September, relating to 
the Report of ſaid Marriage—and the. Inquiry and 
Examinations made about the fame, as is fallely 
charged in ſaid Mrs. /h——y's Affidavit. 


Denies, That any ſuch Converſation or Diſcourſe 


paſſed between ſaid Mrs. Zh y and Deponent, 
on the 26th of September laſt, or on any other Day, 
about indemnifying ſaid Mr. Cs about ſwearing 
to the Mnrriage, or about forcing her tobe publickly 
married ; or to go to live with Deponent or about 
any Rudeneſs, or ill Treatment, which ſaid Mr. 


Cl--zs had ſhewed to her; or about ſending for her 
ws, by Bro- 


uy, med — r 
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Brother, Mr. N--y, as is falſely and untruly charged 
in the Affidavits of ſaid Mis. Vh=y and M--y W 1, 
or to any ſuch Purport and Effect or that Depo- 
nent ever heard of any ſuch Diſcourſe or Converſa- 
tion, till he read and heard the ſame from the ſaid 
Affidavits; nor did Deponent ever threaten her, or 
uſe ſuch Perſuaſions to induce her to marry Depo- 
nent, as mentioned in her Affidavit; or threaten her 
in any manner whatſoever; or tell her, that he 
would bring his Coach and take her away by Force, 
or to any ſuch Effect: Nor did ſaid Mrs. h- y 
ever aſk Deponent for any Paper ſigned by her, to 
the Knowledge and Belief of Deponent : 

Saith, He hath, according to the beſt of his 
Knowledge, Remembrance, and Belief, ſet forth a 
full and true Account of all the Tranſactions be- 
tween Deponent and ſaid late Mrs. Wh—y; and 
faith, that ſo much of the Account given by her in 
her ſaid Affidavit of ſaid Tranſactions, as is contrary 
to, and not conſiſtent with the Relation thereof, 
as above given” by Deponent, is entirely falſe and 
fictitious: | 

Saith, That ſince ſaid Mrs. Why hath thought 
proper to cohabit with ſaid J— Rus, Deponent 
hath often defired and requeſted to have a proper 
Affidavit from Mr. C—e (who, *tis ſaid, married ſaid 
= R---1s) of the Time and Manner of the Mar- 
riage of ſaid - R- -ns with ſaid Mrs. Nh, in 
June laſt, or prior to the Time of Deponent's Mar- 
riage 3 but Deponent could never get ſuch Affidavit, 
or any manner of Satisfaction of the Privity of ſaid 
J---n R=---ns's Marriage---By which Means, Depo- 
nent knows not whether his ſaid Marriage be valid 
or not, or whether he is a married Man or a fingle 
Man : But from the Inquiries Deponent hath made 
from the Behaviour of ſaid J---1 K- -xs and ſaid late 
Mrs. J/h--.y, during the whole Time of this Depo- 
nent's Courtſhip, and even fince his Marriage, and 


from the many Declarations of ſaid F---2 R---xs and 
| laid 
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faid late Mrs. Ih- y, which Deponent, upon Occa- | 
ſion, is ready to prove; and from a Variety of other 
Facts and Circumſtances, Deponent hath great Rea. 
' ſon to believe, hat ſaid J---n R---ns was not married 
to ſaid Mrs. Wh---y fill the 12th of October /aft; and 


therefore Deponent is very much afraid that ſaid late 
Mrs. Vh---y is Deponent's Wife. 


Aﬀidavits of IN CL---Ts, Clerk, and A--x his M. fe 
| ſworn 24 April, 1753. 


For the Sake of my Reader, I ſhall take the 
“ Liberty to omit in the Affidavits of theſe two 
« worthy Perſons, ſuch Paſſages as correſpond with, 
* and corroborate the Facts in the foregoing copious 
« Afﬀidavit of Sir Vm W---y, which the Law re- 
«© quires; and only inſert the following material Ab- 


e ſtracts, (viz.) 


Deponent, Yu Cl. ts, ſaith, That a Day or two 
before the 21ſt of Auguſt laſt, Mr. Y----r (who was 
then upon a Viſit at Sir /----m's) told Deponent, 
that Sir N. m wanted to ſpeak with him: Upon 
which Deponent went to TH- hall, where Sir W--m 
told him, He had tent for Deponent to conſult him, 
as a Clergyman, and a Gentleman, about this Mar- 
riage ; and that Mrs. J/þ---y had conſented to marry 
him on Tueſday then next, (25 Auguft) and aſked 
Deponent, if he had a Licence; and this Deponent 
anſwered, T hat he had Blank-Licences by him. Sir 
Mm then injoined him to Secrecy, alledging, that 
Mrs. Fh---y deſired it might be kept ſecret ; 

That he breaktaſted with Mrs. hy, at her own 
Houſe, the next Morning----and, after Breakfaſt, 
Deponent, at her Requeſt, walked with her in the 
Garden; and ſhe then told Deponent, that ſhe ſup- 
poſed Sir Vm had appriſed him of their Deſign of 
being married; and ſaid, that ſne conſented to mar- 


ry him on 2 ueſday then next---and then pointed to- 
wards 


private Door, which Sir V. 
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wards Deponent's Houſe, which is about half a Mile 
diſtant, and adjoining to C-/-w--þ Church-yard ; and 
ſhe then obſerved in what manner the Marriage 
could be had with the greateſt Secrecy—and ſaid, 
that ſhe could go in at the Chancel Door, and not 
be ſeen by her Servants from her Houſe—But, to 
prevent all Suſpicion, ſhe thought it would be moſt 
adviſeable for her to go into the Church through a 
m has to go into 
his Pew, in one of Deponent's Wife's Gowns ;—and 
injoined Deponent to the greateſt Secrecy ; and then 
told Deponent, the intended to ſee Mrs. i that 
Afternoon : | | 

That about Four o'Clock that Afternoon Mrs. 
h——y came to Deponent's Houſe on Foot, alone, 
laying, that ſhe walked out of Choice; for, as ſhe 
intended walking to Deponent's Houſe on the 74 
day following, to be married, ſhe did it then to avoid 
the Suſpicion of her Servants—and that ſhe could 
contrive to ſend ſome of them out of the way—and 
that ſhe would ſend Richard (meaning R—d D—y) 
to Litchfield Races: That about Five o'Clock, Sir 
N. m and Mr. /—r came, and, after ſome time, 
Mr. r took Deponent aſide, and aſked him to 
get a Bond and Licence ready for the Marriage of 
Sir l - and Mrs. /þ y, that they might 
be filled up whilſt they were together : 

That on Sunday the 23d of Auguſt laſt, Deponents, 
by Invitation, dined at Mrs. //þ——y's, and, after 
Dinner, ſhe took them, together with Mr. N—1/ls, 
of S--f--d, in her Coach, to C w--b Church, and 
brought Deponents back again to her Houle, and Sir 
. m came there about Seven o' Clock in the 
Evening, and offered a Paper ior Mrs. Hb— y 
to ſign, purporting a Renunciation of Dower um 
Sir W. in's Eſtate ; which Paper Depone nad 
been before appriſed of by Sir //” in, and bud 
before acqu ted Mrs. Hh y th<ceof—T 41 
Mrs. A 


looked upon the Paper, and ©! 
Y | 
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it betwixt her Gown and her Stays, and told Sir 
W. n, She would conſider of it—but ſoon af- 
terwards Mrs. Wh -y ſpoke to Deponent, J- 
Cl——ts, in relation to ſaid Paper, and complaining 
of it as an ungenerous Act, ſaid, She was ſure Sir 
= would never have thought of ſuch a Thing, 
if that /—-r had not put it in his Head; and added, 
that Sir m and the underſtood one another's 
Minds very well-—and that he was to be intitled to 
her Jointure, and ſhe to the Thirds of his Eſtate ; 


and that there was no Occaſion for any Writing be. 


twixt them—And ſhe then refuſed, as Deponent be- 
lieves, to ſign ſaid Paper; upon which the Marriage, 
which was to be the Tae/day following, was poſt- 
poned, | 
The ſaid J- Cl—:s faith, That from the Inti- 
macy he had with Mrs. /þ——y, he took the Li- 
berty ſoon after to expoſtulate with her about her in- 
tended Marriage, and defired her to conſider the 
Diſproportion in Years betwixt her and Sir m 
—and deſired her to conſult her Brother M on 
the Occaſion; to which ſhe anſwered, ** You know, 
Mr. ts, that we are entirely independant— 
He has pleaſed himſelf—and I ſee no Reaſon why 
I may not do the ſame.” And ſhe then aſked 
this Deponent what (was he in her Caſe) he would 
do—To which Deponent anſwered, He would not ad- 
viſe her to fign the Paper—and at the fame Time 
added, He thought ſhe might obtain better Terms : 
Saith, That fome Day between the 2oth and 27th 
of Auguft laſt 'the ſame Day that Dy was examin- 
ed at Sir /——n's) Mrs. /h——y came to Depo- 
nent's Houſe, and ſaid, There had been fine Work 
at = Hall that Morning; and inquired of Depo- 
nent what had happened that Morning at Sir 
IV —m's, in regard to the Examination of her Ser- 
vant Dy ;—and ſaid to Deponents, This is V---r's 
Doings, who is an Enemy to me, and will do every 
Thing in his Power to break the Match !---And Depo- 
nent, 
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nent, -u --, then told her, that he had been 
at Sir W---m's that Morniag, and that her Servant, 
R---d D-, had been charged with dropping ſome 
unguarded Expreſſions, reflecting upon her Conduct 
---and being much importuned by her to tell her the 
Particulars--- Deponent did inform her, as he be- 
lieves the Truth to be, That ſaid D --y had report- 
ed, to Sir M m's Servants---that his Viiſtreſs muſt 
take Care of him---for he could bring her on her 
Knees for her former Sins, or Crimes---and that Sir 
Me being informed thereof, had ſent for and 


examined D---y, and his Servants, before whom the 


Words were ſpoken---But D---y denied ſpeaking 
them--- That Mrs. /I H- ty ſeemed much affected and 


unealy at the Report, and Sir K m's Examination 


into the ſame---Upon which Deponent told her, that 
he believed Sir Mm did not credit any ſuch idle 
Report, but that he till retained a great Affection 
for her---or to that Effect : 

That after the Time of the Fit, and after the 
Time when Mrs. My pretends by her Affidavit 
ſhe was ſo ill treated by Deponents, and had Lauda- 
num given her and a forced Marriage intruded up- 
on her, ſe continued her Viſits very frequently to 
Deponents at their Houſe, and received Deponents 
at her Houle in that free and ealy manner as here- 
tofore---And, particularly, Deponents, on the goth 
of Auguſt laſt, after Evening-Service, went by De- 
fire of Mrs. J/þ---y, with her, in her Coach, on a 
Viſit to Mr. A--:/---z's, where they found Lord 
Ch---yn4, Sir Mer B t, Sir W---m M, and 
other Company---and from thence ſhe carried Depo- 
nents in her Coach to her own Houſe- and as they 
were returning. from Mr, A. t=, Mrs. LH- 
told Deponent, J Ct, in the Coach, that her 
Children were, in a great meature, dependant upon 
her- That the F tate was greatiy incumbered with 
three Jointures; that there was indeed an Alluwance 
of 901. per Annum tor her Childrens Maintenance, 
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yet ſhe had never received a Farthing of it---Upon 
which Deponent told her, Theſe were ſtrong Rea- 
ſons why ſhe ſhould reſerve Part of her Jointure for 
the Sake of her Children—Deponent being willing 
to take that Opportunity to ſhew his Regard to the 
late Mr. /h——y's Memory; with which Obſerva- 
tion ſhe ſeemed well pleaſed, and intreated De- 
ponent to make a Repreſentation thereof to Sir 
W---m. 

Deponent, Fu Cl---1s, ſays, That Sir W/—m, 
coming that Evening to Mrs. J/h---y's Houle, he 
took the Liberty to acquaint him, in the Preſence 
and Hearing of Mrs. /þ---y, with the Converſation 
that had fo happened between them, in the Coach 
---And Deponent ſaid to Sir Nm, that he hoped 
he would conſider of it, and make better Terms for 
Mrs. L hy, than what had been already propoſed 
To which Sir Nm anſwered, That he would 
take the Matter: into Confideration---After which, 
Deponent (by Reaſon of the Alteration in the Stile) 
did not fee Mrs. M. y till the 16th, 17th, or 18th 
of September; when ſhe told Deponent, that ſome 
buſy impertinent Fellow had informed her Brother, 
N---y, of Sir ---m's Courtſhip to her---and that, in 
a Letter, he had expreſſed himſelf, that he had ra- 

ther follow her to her Grave, than that ſhe ſhould 
be married to Sir Vm, or to that Effect- Upon 
which Deponent ſaid to her--- That if her Friends 
were fo averſe to it, ſhe had better let the Matter 
drop - To which ſhe replied, No---1 ſhall either run 
aiſtratted or die, if I have him not ! and added, that 
it Deponent would marry them privately in a Room 
in his Houſe, and ſwear to keep it ſecret, ſhe would, 
firit and laſt, make it as good as Five hundred 
Pounds to him; and, to induce him thereto, ſhe 
declared ſhe was married to her former Huſband in 
a Room; -and promiſed Deponent, that ſhe would 
engage Sir Mm to give him a Bond of Indemnity, 


it Deponent would marry them as ſhe required. 
| To 
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To which Deponent gave a Denial, and told her, 
that he would nevęr be concerned in any ſuch Thing, 
without a proper Authority: | 
That from the 17th or 18th of September to the 
23d, he believes, he was with Sir Z/---m and Mrs. 
IWh---y, every Day, at one of their Houſes, by their 
Deſire, endeavouring to ſettle the Agreement be- 
twixt them, previous to their Marriage; and ſays, 
that an Agreement was ſettled between Sir Vm 
and Mrs. Wh---y before the 23d of September. 
Both Deponents ſay, That on Saturday the 23d 
of September laſt, Mrs. H/h---y came to Deponent's 
Houſe before Dinner, which they were ſurpriſed 
at, as ſhe had before engaged Deponents to ſpend 
that Evening at her Houſe with Sir Vm and 
Lieut. #---y; and, as an Excuſe for her coming, 
ſhe told Deponents, that having received a Meſſage 
that Morning from Mr. C---ynd, of B.—on, that he 
mtended that Afternoon to drink Tea with her--- 
Anſwered, that ſhe was engaged ; and therefore. 
came out of the way to avoid Mr. Ch---ynd, ſaying, 
She did not care that he ſhould ſee Sir H- m at her 
Hauſe. 08 
Deponent, M--y C/---ts, ſays, That foon after 
Dinner, on ſaid 23d of September, Mrs. Wh---y- 
aſked Deponent to take a Walk in the Garden; 
which Deponent did---and Mrs. }/þ---y being in a 
crols Walk oppoſite to her own Houle, ſaid to De- 

nent---I have been looking about my Houſe, and 
{ee no Body ſtirring---1 have ſent Rd (D---y) to 
$t--f--d---I have obſerved no Body ſtirring in the 
Street, or about your Houſe--.Now is the Time to 
be married---I don't know when I ſhall have the 
like Opportunity---or to that Effect and then deſi- 
red Deponent to ſend to atk Sir //---m and his Ne- 
phew to come thither. 

Deponent, M. - y CI—ts, then went and deſired 


her Huſband to go to Sir A= to inform him of 
G 3 Mrs. 
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Mrs. }/---y*s being there, and to deſire his Com- 
. Pany. ö 

Deponent, F---n Cl---ts, agreeable to ſuch Re- 
queſt, went to Sir Am, and engaged him and his 
Nephew to come to Deponent's Houſe ; and, upon 
Deponent's Return, Mrs. /þ---y aſked Deponent, 
It he had tranſcribed, fair, the Articles betwixt Sir 
Hm and her: To which this Deponent anſwered, 
He had; and gave her the Paper thus tranſcribed, 
upon Stamps, which was the ſame Paper that was 
executed as after-mentioned---and which ſhe read 
over ſeveral times, and ſaid, It was in every Re- 
ſpect agreeable---but denies, that ſhe aſked him for 
any other Paper that Day: And ſoon after Sir Vn 
and his Nephew came to Deponent's Houſe, and in 
a ſhort Time afterwards Sir N- m aſked Deponent, 
in the Preſence of Mrs. Uh, to marry him to 
her- which Deponent ſcrupled to do---but they both 
preſſed this Deponent then to marry them; and en- 
gaged themſelves, on their Words and Hongurs, that 
they would, in three Weeks or a Month's Time, come 
zo C-l-w--h Church, and be re-married, in a publick 

Manner, which induced Deponent to marry them : 
Say, That Deponent, J---u Cl----ts, after Sir 
en and Mrs. þ---y had executed to each other 
the Marriage-Agreements between them, as here- 
after mentioned, then, in the Afternoon of ſaid 
23d of September, between Five and Six o'Clock, 
in C--1--wy---þ Church, married Sir Nm and Mrs. 
Ib., according to the Forms and Ceremonies of 
the Church of England; and that Mrs. Hþ---y, 
during the whole Ceremony, ſpoke diſtinctly, and 
with an audible Voice---and neither Sir Vm nor 
Deponent being provided with a Ring—ſhe took a 
Ring from off her own Finger and gave it to Sir 
W-——m to put on again, and ſaid N d IV. 
gave her in Marriage to Sir . m, in the uſual 

Manner. | 
De- 
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Deponent, 7— Cl—ts, ſays, That as ſoon as 
the Ceremony was over, Sir V. -m and Mrs. 
Wh y preſſed and engaged Deponent to make 10 
Entry of their Marriage in the Pariſh Regifter, until 
after their intended Re-marriage was over. Neverthe- 
leſs Deponent entered, at the boot of the Licence, 
immediately after the ſaid Marriage, thus: + Mem. 
Sir W—m M.. —y and Mrs. Wh -—y, the Partics 
within mentioned, were married, by me, on Satur- 


day the 23d Sep”: 1752. _ 
J. CI— rs. 


Both Deponents ſay, That Mrs. Hh -y and 
Sir V m injoined Deponents, in the moſt ſo— 
lemn Manner, to keep ſecret the Marriage—sSir 
. m ſaying, He was not prepared with Cloaths 
ſuitable to the Occaſion ; and Mrs. /hH———þy then 
ſaying, That ſhe would have Sir /—m gain the 
Conſent of Mrs. Mh -, her late Huſband's Mother, 
for fear ſhe ſhould loſe her Guardianſhip of her Chil- 
dren, which would break her Heart: And Mrs. 
Wh---y then ſaid, That ſhe would write, by the next 
Poſt, to her Brother, and gradually open Sir #/--m's 
Intention of his Addreſſes, before ſhe owned the 
Marriage, and believed ſhe ſhould ſoften him, and 
bring him to an Approbation of it, notwithſtanding, 
by his Letter to her ſome Time before, he had ex- 
preſſed great Diſlike to it---And ſay, That all the 
Perſons preſent at the Marriage, beſides the Perſons 
married, were Deponents and R---d Mey. 

Denies, That he or Sir Mm (to his Knowledge) 
ever uled any Threats to induce her to be married, 
or re-married, or upon any other Occaſion- - or that 
Deponent ever intruded himſelf into her Company 
without her Conſent; or that he was ever guilty, to 
his Knowledge, of any Indecency, Rudenels, or In- 
civility to her; and, more particularly, he denies, 
that he ever went into her Bed-chamber and made 


ſuch Attempt to drag her out of Bed, and io force 
G 4 | her 
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her to be re-married---or, that there was any ſuch 
Converſation or Expreſſions between them, upon that 
or any ſuch-like Occaſion, as iworn in the Affidavits 
of Mrs. I/h---y, D---y, and N-: --- Nor does 
Deponent know any Circumſtance in his Behaviour 
that could give the leaſt Pretence for ſuch an Aſſer- 
tion: 

Denies, That Mrs. 1/þ---y ever aſked him, or 
any other Perſon, (to his Knowledge) for any Paper- 
writing, pretended to be ſigned by her the 26th of 
Auguſt ; there being no ſuch Paper-writing ſigned 
by, or attempted to be procured from her, on the 
26th of Auguſt, or any other Day, to the Know- 
ledge of Deponent---but ſays, That in C--I--w---þ 
Church, on the 23d of September, immediately be- 
fore the Mar riage of Sir Hm and Mrs. Wh----y, 
they each of them executed a ſeparate Paper-writ- 
ing, containing the Subſtance of ſaid Agreement be- 
tween them; both which were atteſted by Lieut. 
W---y and Deponent; and Mrs. }/h---y then gave 
the Paper, ſigned by Sir Nm (being the ſame 
which Deponent had ſo copied on Stamps and deli- 
vered to Mrs. }/h---y, as aforeſaid) to Deponent, to 
keep for her---And faith, That about three or four 
Days before the 12th of October laſt ſhe ſent for De- 

nent, and deſired him to bring the ſaid Paper to her; 
which he did, and delivered the ſame into her own Hands: 

Saith, That as he had ſuch Aſſurances from 
Sir Heim and Mrs. Wh-----y, that they would 
come to Church to be publickly re- married, he did 
not enter the Marriage in the Regiſter till the 10th. 
of Nevember, when Deponent directed GC. e 
WW ------ on, the Pariſh Clerk, to enter the ſame; 
{(iuch Entries being uſually made by the Clerk) 
anu it does appear, from the Regiſter, that the 
Child of Je--b P.--ce, who was baptized on the 25th 
of September, is entered before ſaid Marriage; and 
that the Entry of ſaid Baptiſm was made without the 
knowledge of Deponent, by the Pariſh Clerk, who 

: was 
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was not preſent at the Marriage—and admits, that 
he certified a Copy of ſuch Entry of the Marriage, 
on or about the 16th of December laſt, for E 4 
9. -, Eſq; as mentioned in B—kes's Affidavit. 
Both Deponents ſay, That Mr. H-, on the 
12th of October laſt, came to Deponent's Houſe, and 
ſearched the Regiſter for the Burial of A—m Yen, 
and took a Copy of the Entry thereof but never 
pretended that he came to ſearch for the Marriage 
of Mrs. W/h——y; and believes he ſearched the Re- 
giſter from Oclober 1751, to 25th September laſt— 
and found ſuch Entry of the Baptiſm of Fe 5 
P— ce, as mentioned in his Affidavit, and no 
Entry then of the Marriage of Sir V. m and 
Mrs. Wh——y; that having Occaſion to leave the 
Room, found, upon his Return, H--k--z copying 
the Entry of the Baptiſm of - ? — ce. 
That after ſuch Search, ſaid H--k--x told Deponent 
1 Cl-=ts, That he had heard at E— -e. Il, 
that Mrs. 1 — y was married to Sir V m 
at Eleven o'Clock at Night, by Candle-light, by 
Deponent,and that H-Æ n had contradicted ſuch Re- 
port, and vindicated Deponent ; upon which Depo- 
nent told him, that he was obliged to him for ſo do- 
ing, for that ſuch Report was falſe, or to that Effect 
—At which H--k---x ſaid, He was glad to hear it, 
on Deponent's Account ; and would vindicate him 
in all Companies ; and that he was ſoon to dine at 
the Biſhop's, and would ſatisfy his Lordſhip—and 
immediately wrote down to this Purpoſe—Thrs t ſa- 
tisfy whom it may concern, that I did not marry Sir 
W——m, Bart. to Mrs. A—n Wh y, Widow — 
AND TENDERED SAID PaPER To DEPONENT TO 
S16N ! which Deponent refuſed, though H—K—N 
iNTREATED HIM so To Do. And H--k--x being 
aſked by Deponents, to ſtay Dinner, ſaid, He was 
to dine at Sir //——r B- 's; but, inſtead of 
going thither, went immediately to WB Y 
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Woop, and carried the late Mrs. Wh—y, on Hor ſe- 
back, behind him, io Mr. R ns's, at St—f— . 

Deponent 7-1 C ts, ſays, That being un- 
der ſuch Engagements as aforeſaid, to keep the Mar- 
riage ſecret, he admits he did inform Mr. H—k—; 
and other Perſons, that he had not married Sir 
HW. m and Mrs. N., - but what particu- 
lar Words or Expreiſions he uſed, does not remem- 
ber; but ſays. If he made uſe of any particular Pro- 
teſtations or Aſleverations, they were in regard to 
the Circumſtances, which were untruly related by 
faid H-, of the Marriage being performed at 
Eleven o'Clock at Night, by Candle-light. 

Both Deponents admit, That, in order to avoid 
further Reports and Inquiries about the Marriage, 
they did inform Mr. H--k--z, that they went into 
the Church to take a Copy of the Inſcription of Sir 
VV. m's Family Monument; or amuſe him 
with ſome ſuch Story, to ſuch Effect. But, at that 
Time, they were in Expectation that Sir V 
and Mrs. Wh y would have been publickly re- 
married in a ſhort Time, and conſidered H- as 
aſking thoſe Queſtions merely to gratify his Curio- 
ſity, and not with a Deſign of inſnaring Deponents, 
and turning their Anſwers into a Criminal Accuſa- 
tion—the ſaid H--k--z not giving the leaſt Hint that 
Mrs. Wh was married to Mr, R us, nor 


had Deponent the leaſt Foundation to ſuſpect any 


ſuch Thing. 
Deponent, M——y Cl——::s, faith, that ſhe did 


not tell Mrs. //h——y, on the 23d of September laſt, 
that ſhe expected the Miſs 5 ds, or uſed any 
Arguments with her to make her ſtay, nor had ſhe 
any ſuch Converſation with her, about Sir V. 
and Mr. R- ng; nor did ſhe ever tell her, that 
ſhe might marry Sir /——m firſt, and Mr. R —-xs 
afterwards as charged in her Affidavit but ſays, 
That a few Days after D-—y's Examination, Mrs, 
Hh——y, talking about the Report made by him, 


told 
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told Deponent, that People in that Part of the 
World were very buſy in raiſing Stories that they 
had reported ſhe was going to be married to Mr. 
R us; but ſhe would do Mr. R ns the Juſ- 
tice to ſay, He never was the Man that afked her the 
Queſtion, and that ſhe would (wear it : 

Says, That after the Marriage of Sir . mM, 
the late Mrs. Uh. - ſhewed the greateſt Fond- 
neſs and Regard for hi—and, particularly ſhe re- 
members, that on the Tue/day after the Wedding, 
when they were at Dinner, ſhe took the Head of 
Sir /——#'s Table, and acted as his Lady, and, 
after Supper, took « Walk with Sir Y. m out of 
the Parlour into his Dining-Room—and Deponent 
being deſirous to go home, went into the Dining- 
Room to take Leave, and there found Lady — 
(as Deponent then took the late Mrs. y to be) 
leaning on Sir 's Boſom, with her Arm about 
his Neck: 

That ſome ſhort Time afterwards, the late Mrs. 
Wh——y told Deponent, M—y Cl ts, in her 
Bedchamber, at her own Houſe, when ſhe was re- 
preſented as being ſick, that Mr. C—yrd, of B—on, 
had called twice to ſee her, and ſhe had denied her- 
ſelf, as ſhe had before done to other Company ; and 
that ſhe was forced to ſay, She had a fore Throat, 
and a bad Cough—and then clapped her Hand on 
her Side, and declared, that her Illneſs was all coun- 
terfeit; for that ſhe would ſee no body but thoſe 
who were agreeable to her; and at another Time 
told Deponent, that ſhe had given Sir V. mM 


300 J. a Year of her Jointure—that ſhe ſhewed ſhe 
loved him, and that he was welcome to it—and ſhe 
would endeavour to live upon the Remainder— 
but would not go to W—-y. 


Al. 
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Afﬀidavit of B——nV—-r, Gent. ſworn the 20th 
F April, 1753; 


From which I ſhall only give the Reader ſome ne- 
ceſſary Abſtracts, as moſt Part of this Gentleman's 
Affidavit is fully recited in the foregoing Narra- 


tive. 
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This Deponent faith, That after the 7th of Au- 
guſt, there were frequent Meſſages and Vilitings 
between Mrs. HD- yy and Sir W-——nm W——y, 
who often met together at Mr. Cl—:s's, where they 
ſpent ſeveral Evenings ; Deponent being alſo pre- 
ſent: And from the ſingular Behaviour of. Mrs. 
Wh——y towards Sir W—--m, *twas the Opinion of 
Deponent, and many others, that ſhe wanted him 
to put the Queſtion of Marriage to her, which was 
ſoon afterwards done; and Deponent was privy to 
the Courtihip and Treaty, and was intruſtedby both 
as a Confidant therein. Andin a Day or two after- 
wards, at the Requeſt of Sir V -m, he waited 
upon Mrs. V-, to fix the Day of Marriage; 
and ſhe appointed the 25th of Auguſt for that Pur- 

ole : 
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That on Saturday the 22d of Auguſt, Deponent, at 
the Requeſt of Sir V m, tranicribed a Paper 
which he had prepared for Mrs. Hh. to execute 
before the Marriage ; which Paper contained a Re- 
nunciation of Dower on the ///-----y Eſtate; and 
Deponent intended to have carried it to Mrs. Meg 
the next Day, but was prevented by a Meſſage from 
her, deſiring to ſee Sir H- that Evening, and 
not Deponent. On which Deponent replied, I un- 
derſtand the Meaning of this; the Lady thinks ſhe 


can deal beiter with you than with me—And Depo- 
nent 
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nent gave the Paper to Sir Nn, who went with 
it that Evening to Mrs. h. , (as he believes) 
for, at F 3 Return, he told Deponent, that after pe- 
ruling ti; Paper, ſhe ſeemed to diſlike it; and ſaid, 
ſhe woul think of it—and Sir - added, that 
unleſs ſhe ſigned it, there ſhould be no Marriage on 
the 25th, as agreed on; for he would not injure his 
younger Children: And accordingly the Marriage 
wen gr hee 0 6 © ©. 6a =» 

That on Saturday the 29th of Auguſt, Deponent 
left 7/-----y-ball to go to Ireland; but on that Day, 
previous to his ſetting out, he wrote, and ſent, a Let- 
ter to Mrs, I/-----y, upon the Subject of her then 
intended Marriage; and thereby intended to ſhew 
the Reaſonableneſs of her ſigning the Releaſe ; which 
was the only Letter Deponent wrote to her; and, 
upon his going away, he left a Copy of the ſame 
with Sir N-. 


Affidavit of Lieut. R- D W-----y, ſworn the 10th 
of April, 1753; ſaith, 


HAT on Thur/day the 21ſt of September laſt, he 
'E came to -, on a Viſit to his Uncle; and, 
on that Evening, Deponent accompanied Sir V- 
to drink Tea at Mrs. CI. tg s, where they met Mrs. 
Ilh—.y ;,—and the Company ſat down to Cards, ſtaid 
Supper, and ſpent the Evening together : 

That ſoon after Deponent's coming to E: N 
he was informed, that his Uncle courted Mrs. 
Wh—--y; and by Deponent's Oblervation of their 
Behaviour towards each other, he believed ſuch Re- 
port to be true : 

That on Saturday the 23d of September, Sir V 
told Deponent, that they were invited to drink Tea 
and ſpend the Evening at Mrs. //þ s but, juft 
before they were preparing for their 4 Mr. Cl—ts 
came to Sir W.——x's, and acquainted him and De- 

ponent 
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ponent— that Mrs. 2 had, that Day, dined 


with him; and Sir V----m's and Deponent's Com- 
pany were deſired that Afternoon at Mr. CI. 's. 
and they went there accordingly---And ſaid CI 45 
taking Deponent aſide, told him, that his Uncle and 


Mrs. Wh----y had then appointed to be married; and 


that Deponent was deſired to give the Lady away. 
And Sir W----m then acquainted Deponent, to the 
ſame Effect, and injoined Deponent to Secreſy---ſay- 
ing, It was the earneſt Deſire of the Lady, that it 
ſhould be ſo - and that the Ladies, in theſe Caſes, 
expected to be obliged : 

That ſoon afterwards, Cl---ts defired Sir W----m 
and Deponent to take a Walk ſome Diſtance, ſay- 
ing, he would have the Church-Door next the Street 
open on their Return ---and he would direct Mrs. 
Wh----y and Mrs. CI- ts to go in at another Door: 

That Sir W-----m and Deponent came into C-/-49-h 
Church accordingly, between the Hours of Five and 
Six in the Afternoon, and there ſaw Mrs. Jþ----y, 
Mr. Cl----ts, and his Wife;----and, in the ſaid Church, 
previous to the Marriage, Deponent ſaw each of 
them, the ſaid Sir YM JW/-----y and Mrs. -H, 
ſign, ſeal, and execute, a ſeparate Paper-writing, to 
which Deponent and Mr. Cl----ts ſubſcribed their 
Names as Witneſſes : Which Papers contained the 
Agreements to be entered into previous to the Mar- 
riage: 

That on ſaid 2 2d of September, ſoon after the Ex- 
ecution of the Writings, the Ceremony of Marriage, 
between Sir V. J/—y and Mrs. }h----y, was, uc: 
cording to the Rites of the Church of England, per— 
formed in the faid Church, by Mr. Cl---1s; and Depo- 
nent gave Mrs. V- y to Sir H. -M in Marriage, 
in the 1 ulual Manner---- and faith, That Sir Vn, 
not having a Ring, Mrs. W-----y took a Ring from 
olt her Finger, and gave it to Sir IW.-- m to put it 
on again at the proper Part of the Ceremony, which 
he accordingly did; and Mrs. y repeated her 
Part 
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Part of the Marriage - Ceremony diſtinctly and 


plainly. 
That after the Marriage, the Company returned 
to Mr. Css, and uſual Compliments of 


Joy were then wiſhed to the Parties married, and 


accepted by them—and Wine was brought into the 
Parlour—and Deponent drank to the new Bride, by 
the Name of Lady /——y; which Appellation ſhe 
did not ſeem diſpleaſed with That they ſtaid at 
Mr. Cl—s's till about Eleven o'Clock at Night, and 
Mr. 4 ns (a Lieutenant in the Navy) was alſo 
there; and the whole Company played at Cards, 
ſupped, and ſpent the Evening very merrily—And 
when the Company parted, Mrs. Wh -y took 


Sir N m and Deponent in her Coach, in her 
Way home, over /——y Bridge, where Deponent 
and Sir - alighted—and Sir — then 


ſaid to her, Madam, this is a very unprecedented 
Thing, for a Bride and Bridegroom to part thus the 
firſt Night—However, Sir . m and Mrs. 
Ul- each returned to their own Houſes—Thart 
whilſt he was in the Coach, Sir H- m invited 
Deponent to ſpend the next Chriſtmas at W——y- 
ball, ſaying, he was aſſured he would be alſo wel- 
come to his Aunt, addretling himſelf to the late 
Mrs. Wh y; and ſhe then aſſured Deponent, 
the ſhould be glad to lee him. 

Saith, That, a Day or two after the Marriage, 
Sir W—— expreſſed to Deponent his Surpriſe at 
Mrs. þ----y's Conduct, in being fo forward to bring 
about the Intimacy between them ; and gave Depo- 
nent an Account how the ſame began : | 

That on the 26th of September, Deponent dined 
with the late Mrs. V y, at V „when the. 
took Place at the Head of the Table, without Ce- 
remony ; and after the Marriage, Deponent wrote 
to his Father, Sir R d I/——y, Bart. and his 
Brother, Cornet 1/þ y concerning the Mar- 
tiage; and in a few Days atter joined his Regiment 

| at 
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at Mancheſter ; where he was informed, that Mrs. 


Wh was gone to reſide with Mr. R—, 
at which Deponent was ſurpriſed and gave an Ac- 
count then of her Marriage to Sir V m. 


Affidavit of J Ams, Gent. worn the 224d of 
February, 1753. 


This Gentleman came as a Viſitor to Mr. C7 
the latter End of July, and ſtaid with him till the 
Beginning of Ofober,— The following Paſſage in 
this Affidavit may be thought material. 


Deponent well remembers, That on the 23d of 
September laſt, Mrs. Mi, came unexpectedly to 
Mr. C! 
ing, and ſhe dined there that Day—and immedi- 
ately after Dinner, Mrs. V y and Deponent 
paſſed about an Hour in Converſation and ſinging 
together: After which, Deponent and Mr. Cl—s's 
Son went a ſhooting, and came Home again to 
Tea; and Deponent then found Sir AV. 
W——y, and his Nephew, Lieut. //—---y; and after 
Tea, Deponent played at Cards with Mrs. Wh----y, 
Sir W——m, his Nephew, and Mr. C!----1s's Fami- 
ly, by Turns, 'till Supper-time—and at Supper 
Capt. V. y drank to Mrs. Wh— —y, by the Name 
of Lady //-----y, whereby Deponent underſtood and 
believed, that ſhe was married that Day 70 Sr 
W m, whrl/ſt Deponent walked out. 

Then followed the Affidavits of E----h Cl-----ts, 
(the eldeſt Daughter of Mr. Cl—ts) M—y G----win, 
A----e the Wife of Km C-----man, and J 1 
G----29in----who all ſwear they ſaw, from different 
Places, Sir m and his Nephew----and Mrs. 
I/h-----y with Mr. and Mrs. CI -s, go into the 
Church, at different Doors. 


Af 


ts's, about Eleven o'Clock in the Morn- 


— — RY 
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Aﬀidavit of — X A— 7; foe the 24th of 


April, 1753 faith, 


E lived as a Servant with Mr. Cl——s for a 
Year and three Quarters, ending in November 
laſt; and, from about the Middle of Auguſt, until 
the firſt Week in September; (when Mr. and Mrs. 
s went from home for a Week) and from 
that Time, for the Remainder of the Month of Sep- 
tember, ſcarce a Day happened but Mrs. J/h—— 
viſited at Mr. Ci 468, or he and his Wite vi- 
ſited Mrs. /h———y, and ſent Car or Meſſages 
to each other: 

That on or about the 25th or 26th of Auguſt, 
(but which of the Days Deponent cannot remember) 
Mrs. Wh y dined at Mr. Ci s' s; and, 
after Dinner, ſhe ſent Deponent with a Note to her 
Houſekeeper for ſome Cloaths, which Deponent 
brought back to Mrs. }/þ y, Who went up 
Stairs to dreſs, and came down dreſſed; and then 
appeared ſeemingly well And faith, That 
about an Hour afterwards, Sir J/—m W——y 
came, and it was ſoon after rumoured, that Mrs. 
Wſh—y was in a Fainting-Fit—and Deponent then 
ſaw- Miſs Cl——ts fetch a Glaſs of clean Water from 
the Pump, and Mrs. ts fetch a Bottle of 
Hartſhorn Drops, which Deponent well knew to be 
Hartſhorn only, having but a little Time before 
brought it from the Apothecary's—— That Mrs. 
Wh——y being recovered, Deponent was called into 
the Parlour to wait at Tea, and then ſaw Mrs, 
Wh——y put ſome of the ſaid Drops into her 
Tea; and * Tea ſhe played at Cards, and was 
ſeemingly very well, both before, at, and after 
Supper; and about Eleven at Night ſhe went — 
with Sir Wm | in her Coach. 


H Says, 


— 
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Says, That on Saturday the 22d of September, 
Mrs. Wh———y came to Mr. Css, unex- 
pected; and Deponent waited at Dinner that Day, 
and very little Wine, or other Liquor, was then 
drank——and all the Company drank the fame 
Liquor; and, when Dinner was over, Mr. Cl—-15 
went into his Study; and Mrs. C ts and 

Mrs: Wh y went into the Garden and 
Deponent was afterwards ſent out on an Errand— 
and, upon his Return, he went into the Parlour to 
keep up the Fire, and obſerved Mrs. ( 's two 
Daughters looking earneſtly towards the Church— 
Deponent looked that way alſo, and very ſoon law 
Mrs Wh and Mrs. s coming out of 
ihe Church at the Chancel Door, and then ſaw Sir 
n and his Nephew come from the Church, 
c:ois the Chur: h-yard, to Mr. C[—s's Houſe : 

That Dep nent then took two Bottles of Wine 
into the Parlour, and, having put ſome Glaſſes on a 
Waiter, handed the Wine about. and then heard 
Lieut. V. y, drink Mrs. I —y's Health, 
by the Name of Lady * . 


Affdarits of A—n . A- m L—n, and Þ'—-$ 

6, Servants 10 Sir W mW y. A an 

Actount of the frequent Vijitings of Sir W 

and Mrs. Wü. and of their often ſeeing Pb 

at their Maſter's Houfe mquiring for Sir W----m or 
Mr. Wer. 
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and G—s both ſwear to the Expreſſions of 
R--:4 D---y ;— That in the Butler's Pantry, before 
them, and F---z H- uu, Gardener, (ſince dead) 
D---y faid—If their Maiter did marry his Lady, ſhe 
would take care of him—that he had fo talked to his 
Miſtre!s—7hat he could bring ber on her Knees for ber 
former Sins. 
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Aﬀedavit of Gf W—ox, Pariſh- Clerk ; ſworn the 
24th of April, 1753; ſaith, ***; 


THAT the was at R—y the 22d of September 
laſt, and on his Return was informed, that 
Sir /—m and Mrs. i- were married, and fach 
Report was current, and generally believed - And 
as Mr. C. -s (Deponent's Maſter) took no Notice 
of t to him, on the Sunday, Deponent did, on the 
Monday following, make an Entry in the Regiſter of 
the Baptiſm of J- YP. ce. | 
Saith, That when Mr. Cl----zs ſaw the Entry, 
which was a Day or two afterwards, he was much 
diſpleaſed at Deponent, and told him, he ſhould not 
have inſerted it, without having acquainted him of 
it, for that he had ſ-mething which* Pould have been 
entered down firſt in 'the Regiſter. And Mr. Cl—ts 
then charged Deponent not to make any more En- 
tries in the Regiſter ; but to inſert all Chriſtenings, 
Burials, and Marriages, on a looſe Sheet of Paper, 
and he would ſee to the regular Entry of them him- 
ſelf: 1 | 
That from that Time to the 10th of November, 
no Entry was made in the Regiſter; and, on that 
Morning, Mr. Ct, told Deponent, that he would 
then have the Entries made, and gave Deponent the 
Licence for the Marriage of Sir Y---m I ----y; and 
ordered Deponent to enter the Marriage in the Re- 
giſter, from a Memorandum at the Bottom of the 
Licence; which Deponent did, Mr. Cl---rs ſtanding 
by him— 7 | =% bel. 
That he did not declare to Mr. H—k—1n, or to 
any other Perſon, (to his Knowledge or Belief) 
that he made ſuch Entry en the 2gth or zoth' of 
Ny vember, or any other Day than the 1oth of No- 
vember. LS | | 
Saith, It was owing to his not being properly 1- 
formed of the Marriage, * occaſtoned him to en- 
| | 2 ter 
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ter the Baptiſm of P---ce before, whereas it ought to 
have. been entered after the Marriage ; and faith, 
That Mr. CI- ts would not ſuffer Deponent to make 
any Alteration or Eraſement, but ordered him to put 
the Figure (1) to the Marriage, and the Figure of 
(2) to the Baptiſm, to ſhew how they ought to have 
been inſerted as to Priority. 


And thus end theſe tedious Affidavits; many of 
which I have omitted; and the Whole employed the 
Court three long Days. 


When the two leading Councel for the Motion, 
in their Reply, had diſplayed their Oratory, and 
ſhewn the fineſt Flowers of their Rhetoric ; the Judges 
proceeded to give Judgment. The L--d C--f Ice 
Le, Sir M----n Met, Sir T----s Du, and Sir 
- F.. r, were unanimous in their Opinion, that 
the whole Deſign of the Affidavit of Mrs. R.—us, 
and the reſt on that Side, were to deceive the Court 
That thoſe Falſhoods had been oppoſed by Facts, 
that could not lie That the Marriage of Sir J---1m 
I/---y had been fully proved----and by her free Con- 
ſent; by which the whole Complaint fell to the 
Ground, and that the Rule ought not only to be diſ- 
charged. but diſcharged with CosTs! 

One of Mr. R---xs's Council roſe up, and modeſtly 
offered to remove that unuſual Sentence on the Pro- 
ſecutor, in a Motion, by obſerving, that his having 
the Lady to Wire; he hoped would be thought Pu- 
niſbment enough for him. But the Reply from the 
B---h was. That as Mr. R. - us had claimed the Lady 
as his ie, he muſt be anſwerable for her Actions; 
and they muſt make an Example of People who 
commenced ſuch unjuſt Proſecutions. 

Upon the Motion for this Information, it was re- 
preſented to the Court, That the Lady was a Wo- 
man of a great Family and Fortune! beautiful in 
her Perſon! of a virtuous Education, and unble- 

| miſhed 
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miſhed Character ! with many Encomiums upon her 
Senſe | 

That ſhe is a Lady of Family and Fortune, and 
agreeable in her Perſon, is certain; that her Educa- 
tion was virtuous, and her Character, till this un- 
happy /Era, unblemiſhed, 1s confirmed by all who 
have the leaſt Knowledge of her; and her Under» 
ſtanding, if we judge of her by her Convei lation 
and Manners, before ſhe engaged in this infamous 
Action, may well merit the Encomiums beſtowed 
on it. 

In many Places in the Lady's Affidavit, What 
ſcurrilous Names has ſhe beſtowed on the Deponents! 
What Oaths and Imprecations has ſhe put into the 
Mouth of Mr. Cl--ts ! In one Part of it to Mrs. Cl--rs 
are the following Words---(v:z.) Deponent de- 
e fired Mr. R----#5's Name might not be called in 
* Queſtion with ſuch a Sett of ViLLains as THEM- 
e SELVES! and added, that Deponent mortally ha- 
ted Sir Wim and all his Gano.” 

It is doing but common Juſtice, to take a ſhort 
Survey of the Characters of the Perſons this Female 
Libeller has treated in this infamous Manner, for the 
Information of ſuch of my Readers as may be Stran- 
gers to them. | 

Sir W—m W/—y, Bart. is of an ancient Family 
and Eſtate in S- F- Aſbire, and has paſſed through a 
long Life with the utmoſt Regularity—He is re- 
markable for Civility and good Breeding; and has 
behaved in every Station with the greateſt Decorum. 
In all his Dealings with the World he has acquired 
the Character of a Man of Probity : And his Oeco- 
nomy in his Family and private Affairs is juſtly ad- 
mired, | 

Mr. Cl—ts has been twenty Years Vicar of the 
Pariſh of C-l-w--b, where he now dwells—and has 
led a Life free from Reproach : He is reſpected in 
his Office; and, as a modeſt worthy Clergyman, 8 
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well received by all Perſons of Condition in his 
Neighbourhood. 

Mrs. Cl—ts is a virtuous, notable Wife, and a 
good Mother to a numerous Family of Children— 
She is welb deſcended, and acceptable to all the La- 
dies round her. 

Lieut. R—d - (Sir V—m's Nephew) is the 
eldeſt Son of Sir * AY, Bart. of Ireland, and 
Heir to Two Thoufand Pounds a Year: A young 
Gentleman of Worth and Honour. 

Theſe are the Perſons this baſe Traducer has been 
pleaſed to call a Gang of Villains and Conſpirators ! 
But without the Gift of Prophecy, I may venture to 
affirm, they are ſuch a Gang ! as ſhe will never more 
have the Honour to hold Society with, during the 
reſt of her unhappy Life! 

And becauſe her Man-ſervant, R—d D----y, has 
appeared in the Courſe of this Hiſtory as an impu- 
dent, indiſcreet Fellow; and ſince nothing is more 
notorious than that D---y, for ſome Time paſt, has 
been more familiar with her than he ought to be, I 
mult beg Leave to declare my Opinion, that thoſe 
Freedoms procceded from his Diſcovery of ſome un- 
guarded Tranſaction of his Lady's. 

There. is no Truth more obvious than That in 
common Life; if a Servant gets into a criminal Secret, 
from that Moment his Deportment alters, he aſſumes 
an unmannerly Freedom, and foon diſcovers his Ad- 
vantage over his unhappy Miſtreſs ; and thus his Ig- 
norance leads him to make an inproper Uſe of it, 
generally to the Ruin of both. 

It is well known Mr. R---ns was a conſtant Viſitor 
at the Beginning of that Year 1752 ; and that he 
entirely abſented himſelf, at leaſt from publick Vi- 
ſits, after the Beginning of the Month of June; that, 
in a Converſation with Mrs. CI- ts, the Widow ſaid, 
She knew the Aptnels of People to raiſe Stories; that 
they ſaid ſhe was going to be married to Mr. Rus, 
16/99 never aſked her the Queſtion---and ſhe would ſteecar 
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i; | but her Brother VV y declares ſhe owned to 
him Mr. R- us had made his Addreſſes to her for 
a WIr E, and SHE REFUSED Him !—From theſe Re- 
marks, it is certain, that MR. R NS was A 
Lover! and the Conſequences we may be able to 
arrive at and explain. 

By this Defeat, in the Court of K—g's B h, 
of the Party who moved for the Information, all 
thoſe who were any ways aiding and abetting that ini- 
quitous Deſign, began to tremble ! and the foremoſt 
in that Liſt was the Rev. Mr. C----e! who, I am 
well informed, very ſoon began to know that Re- 
morſe which every good Mind muſt feel, at the 
Misfortune of being ſeduced into a bad Action. 

The Report of this was ſoon conveyed to the Bi- 
ſhop of L—bf—d and C——y—a worthy Prelate! 
whoſe noble Birth, and exemplary Virtues, add 
Luſtre to the Lawn! His Lordſhip ſoon made S7-f--d 
in his Way, and called on the Rev. Mr. C——e, 
who, at the Sight of the Biſhop, fell on his Knees 
to implore Forgiveneſs for his Crime, and then con- 
feſſed, that what he had related about Mr. R ns's 
Marriage, i in June, was falſe, and begged Leave to 
make a full Diſcovery ! The Biſhop was ſo gocd to 
promiſe him Forgiveneſs, upon declaring the true 
Time of his marrying Mr. R ns; but infiſted 
on his making an Affidavit of what he was going to 
relate. 

And the Rev. Mr. C—e accordingly made an Affi - 
davit, and thereby ſet forth, That on the 7th. of 
October, 1752, and not before, F—n R ns, 
Eſq; applied to him to marry him, the ſaid F—# 

us, to Mrs. 4—n Wh , at her Houſe at 
Wh y Wood; which he refuſed to do: But 
on the gth of Oather, and not before, he did, at the 
earneſt Requeſt of Mr. R—ns, and upon his ſaying 
that the Lady was with Child, marry him to her, 
at Mr. R-—35's Houle at St- Fd, between the 
Hours of Ten and Twelve at Night—and, that 
H 4 | Ren 


104 The Widow of the Mood. 


R——d D----:y, the Lady's Servant, gave her away 
in Marriage; and that on the ſame Day Mr. R----1; 
deſired him to enter the Marriage as on the gth of . 
Fune preceding, again alledging that the Lady was 
with Child; and accordingly, to preſerve the Lady's 
Character, he did regiſter the Marriage, partly on 
a Raſure, as of the gth of Zune, and dated the Li. 
cence accordingly ; he not knowing that ſhe was then 
the Wife of any other Perſon. — | 

Mr. C----e further declared, that, after the Cere- 
mony was performed, the Lady ſaid, that ſhe ſup- 
poſed Cl---ts, that black Rogue, or Devil, would 
ſwear that ſhe was married to Sir m M..; at 
which Mr. C—- was very much ſurpriſed, and de- 
fired a Perſon of the Law might be conſulted ; which 
was agreed to 

That it being afterwards diſcovered that Mr. 
R us was all the Day of the gth of June at 
B---d--t, and conſequently could not be married on 
that Day, as ſet forth in the Regiſter, Mr. H----n, At- 
torney, was conlulted thereupon ; who adviſed, that 
the Entry of the Marriage ſhould be altered from 
the gth to the 16th of June; and accordingly Mr. 
Ce, by the Advice of the ſaid H 1, and 
upon having a Note given him of a Thouſand 
Pounds, to indemnify him, on Account of marrying 
the ſaid R- -e, did make ſuch Alteration. Which 
Note was afterwards exchanged for a Bond, prepared 
by the Per/on thus conſulted ; wherein the ſaid J 
R us, became bound to the ſaid C-----e, in 2 
Thouſand Pounds Penalty, to indemnify him on Ac- 
count of ſuch Marriage- | 

Mr. C-----e allo declared, that he often ſolicited 
Mr. R ns to accommodate Matters with Sit 
.. -= i --; for which he was rebuked by 
the ſaid Mr. H ns and his Lawyer; and that 
he, the ſaid C----e, has often attempted and offered 
to declare the true Time of the Marriage to the 


faid Lawycr, who always anſwered quick, that he 
de- 
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deſired to know nothing of the Secret, for that it 


would hinder him from being an Evidence in the 
Affair; and refuſed to hear the true Account of the 
Marriage---- That Mr. C -e being ſent for by the 
Biſhop, this Gentleman of the Law adviſed C----e to 
wait on his Lordſhip, and to ſtick to the Marriage 
on the 16th of June; though he, the Lawyer, well 
knew, that was not the true Day of Marriage 
That Mr. R ns alſo applied to C- e, and de- 
fired him to make an Affidavit, that he was married 
in June laſt ; which C----e not only abſolutely refuſed 
to do, but ſome Time after, in the Preſence and 


Hearing of the above-mentioned Lawyer, reproved 


Mr. R ns, for ſwearing he was married in 
June (which Mr. C----e had but lately heard of) and 
then told him, „That he the ſaid R ns, well 
« knew it was not true:” But neither of the Per- 
ſons mentioned made any Anſwer. It was further 
faid by Mr. C---e, that upon a Rumour that the 
Lady was to be indicted for Bigamy, the ſaid learned 
Lawyer importuned him to go out of the Way du» 
ring the Aſſizes, to prevent his being examined as a 
Witneſs; and deſired him to go to Oxfrd, and of- 
fered to furniſh him with Money to defray his Ex- 
pences ; but he refuſed to accept his Offer. 

Mr, C----e alſo declared, that he had been under 
a continual Uneaſineſs ever ſince the Validity of the 
Marriage had been called in Queſtion ; and ſhould, 
long ſince, have diſcovered the true Time of the 
* had this honeft Lawyer permitted him fo 
to do, | 

As ſoon as the now truly Rev. Mr. C- e had 
made this Diſcovery, a Meſſenger was diſpatched 
to Mr. R. , then in the Neighbourhood, to 
give an Account of it. 26 

This ſo alarmed him, that he immediately fled his 
Country, and, in a few Days, was met at Calais“ 
from thence he went to Boulogne, where he now re- 


mains, 
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mains, ſurrounded with all thoſe Horrors that muſt 
attend a guilty Man ! 

When the Lady heard of this, he privately ſent 
for her Children, went away with them by Night, 
and hath ever Gas abſconded ; and conceals her two 
Sons againſt an Order of the Lord High Chancellor, 
who has appointed their Grandmother H= their 
Guardian. 

It now appears an inconteſtable Truth, that this 
incomparable Widow of oy Wood, is the undoubt- 
ed Wife of Sir V. m .- -; and my 
Readers need not now be formed which Party de- 
ſerves the real Name of CoxspIEATORS 

A Proſecution is now begun in the ſpiritual Court 
for a Divorce, a Menſa & Thora. 

Before 1 Ale my Leave of my amazed Redken | 
doubt not but they will expect me to help them to a 
Clue, by which they may get out of this Labyrinth. 

Moſt of the capital Actions of human Life pro- 
ceed from apparent Motives ! but how ſhall we ac- 
count for the Motives that induced this once happy 
Lady thus to work out her own Deſtruction ? Good 
Heavens]! from what an Height of Happineſs is ſhe 
fallen! Then let us view her with Compatlli- 
on—let us conſider her as born of a Family of Dit- 
tinCtion |! well educated !—delicately . bred 
ſent into the World with a noble Fortune !—the 
Wife of a worthy Gentleman !—left in Widowhood 
with two fine Boys, well provided for —herſelf well 
Jointured And in this envied, happy Situation, it is 
preſumed, that oN FALSE STEP brought on this ir- 
retrievable Ruin! for it is frequently ſeen in human | 

Life, that we often run headlong into a Danger to | 
avoid the Apprehenſion of it! This, I am of Opi. 
nion, was the Caſe of this unhappy Lady !—and, on 
maturely. weighing every Motive, every Circum- 
ſtance that might ſeduce, or compel her to deviate 
thus notoriouſly from the Paths of Virtue and Ho- 
nour---I account for it in the following Manner 
(v1%.) — Loot 


a __ _ add 4 #w. _ cc KCLA UT” 


The Widnw of the I ud. 107 


. That Mr. R ns made early Addreſſes 
to her in her Widowhood that ſhe loved him---- 
and that in the Beginning of the Month of June laſt, 
he found her alone, in an unguarded Hour, and 
took an Advantage of it! that ſoon after ſhe either 
found or thought herſelf with Child! and without a 
Huſband !-----negle&ted by her Lover-----diſtracted 
with her own Fears! And, that in theſe ſad Circum- 
ſtances, ſhe made a Friend and Confidant of a 
low-minded, artful Man, and fell into the Practices 
of that Jago] who, from that fine Field of growing 
Miſchief, promiſed himſelf a profitable Harveſt ! 

It was then ſhe threw out the Lure for Sir /——x 
7 — , and ſucceeded to her Wiſhes; and, after 
many Artifices, ſhe married him on the 23d of Sep- 
tember, but engaged the Perſons preſent at the 
Marriage to Secrecy----and the next Day ſent her 
Agents to attack Sir J/-----m and Mr. CI -s with 
the Report, to have Witneſſes of their denying the Mar- 
riage ! This left the Door of Hope open for her va- 
grant Lover! that if, at laſt, he ſhould relent, and 
incline to marry her, ſhe might have him with ſome 
Degree of Safety----And, accordingly, on the gth 
Day of October, he fent for her to his own Houſe, 
and married her that very Night, as their own Par- 
ion, Mr. C-----e has ſince confeiſed----and, on the 
12th, Mr. Rug ſent H--k--2 to fetch his Wife 
home to a publick Declaration.----Now, let us ſup- 
poſe, that her Marriage with Sir Vm, ſixteen 
Days before, was a ſecret to Mr. Rus, and know- 
ing the Favour the Lady had granted him in June, 
of which the was then pregvant, I have Charity 
enough to hope hat was the Motive that induced 
Mr. K-----45 to deſire Mr. Ce to regiſter the Mar- 
riage on the 16th of that Month ; that when they 
declared their being married, and it appeared from 
that Date, the Lady's Honour might be ſafe; and, 
in caſe of I ue, the Child /egitimate ! All this might 
become him as a Man of Humanity, and a Gentle- 
man; 
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man; but what ſhall we ſay to his Arrrpavir in a 
Court of Judicature, that he actually married the La- 
Why----that he was then an Apof. 


the ſame Man, that was, no doubt, the chief Agent, 
In all this complicated Scene of Villainy, 


— — 


POSTSCRI PT. 


S the Behaviour of Mr. C----e, in the Courſe of 

this Narrative, muſt have made an unfavou- 
rable Impreſſion in the Mind of my Reader, I muſt 
beg Leave to obſerve, that his firſt Inducement to 
comply with the Requeſt of Mr. Rs was from the 
Motive of Humanity ;---and, as he had the Charac- 
ter of a worthy Clergyman betore this Accident, and 
has not only made the beſt Aronement in his Power, 
but moſt ſincerely repented his Error, I hope, from 
theſe Conſiderations, he will appear the leſs culpable 
in the Part he acted, 


N. B. The Author is very much concerned that he 
is obliged to ſhock the Humanity of the Reader, 
by adding, That ſome few Weeks after writing 
the above Poſtſcript, the unhappy Mr. C---e, who, 
from the Time of the Diſcovery, had kept his 

Chamber, died there of a broken Heart, Such 
are the ſevere Reflections of a delicate Mind, when 
filled with Shame, and ſurrounded with the Stings 


of Self-Conviction. 


